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PARIS LElTER.

M_ Taine wvas never ln toucli wlth the
niasses; lie h:ï<i not ltpnar's gitt of style,
so captivating as aliuost to atone for bis
lieresies; Rtnan's temperament was jovial
and sunny, Taine's crabbe(l and bitter.
Ail the money Renan earned by bis writ-

ings, lie expended la the sor-iety of bis
sympetthizers and ieft lils famlly penni-
less. Taine savtd with the narrowness of
a pensant, so was able to purdhase a
handsomne property on the shores of Lake
Annecy, and leave biis widow and two
growu i) Upeldren comfortable. Yet both
enIinenr men, illustrious lu tielr owfl
spheres, sprang froin poverty. Renan ad-
mitted that everybody miglit be righit, and
every doctrine not wrong. Taine con-
sidereO only lis systemi to be a syllabas,
-and is,ý Ideas the expression of kwientific
trutu. Yet bis systein and doctrine were
dead before -fils own demnise, and lie bas
left no style that %vill live, no phrases that
posterlty wiil appropriat"p.

Taine, was richly eadowed by nature
with inteliectual gifts ; b"ý had an eucyc-
lopaeie thlrst f r knowiedge ; bat with
ail his schoois uf phiiosophy, witlî ail is
sittings ai the Gamaliel feet of Kant and
Spinoza, that mnass of learning remaiaed
unassimiiated ; lie did not promenade
enougli among the busy haunts of in
to work ofi lits inteilectual indigestion. It
ýwas from voyages rather arotund his own
chlamber, and froin books, that lie made
.bis microscopic studies of human nature.
Ia a picture, for Ilke ail Frenchi people
lie ioved art, lie woid coant the number
-O! hairs la a iady's chignon ; when a
miedical student, for lie studled anatomy
to grasp the hu-nan soul, lie wouid tot
Up the aggregate o! the sinuosities of a
brain and compute the sum o! muscles ln
an organ. There n'as nu broad Churdli-
linm lu bis creed. His philosophy did not
catch on-lt attractedl and pleased as wel
.as repelled. Opinion was not ripe for the
doctrine that vice and virtue were pro-
ducte iike vitriol and sugar; that man is
a wicked animai of the gorilla type, at
-once feroclous and lascivious ; not a few
~demurred to the proposition that the
IRoforniation was due to the use of beer.
Taine n'as a mixture o! halting positiv-
lsm ami lucoaciosîve materlism, an(l lie
-was a foe to those altur-stairs 'that
si1ope tbrough, ùarknesm up to God."

It le gratifyIng to know hie died a
Christian ; ies lat viltor was Monseig-
neur d'Hulst, the Rector of the Cathoiic
University ; and the Refornied Chnrch, of
-whidli lie professed memb.'rship, ceiebrated
bis obskquies. Tains was bora la the Ar-
dennes, at Vouziers, the rugged home for
robust peasants ; bis father n'as humble ;
.a returaed uncle frota America taught hilm
EnglIsh, and to that accident hie owes bis
best work, the " llIstory of English Liter-
ature," despite some anti-Britainnie bleem-
ishes. The suhject Nvas reaily new to the
French, and wvas well-presented to themn
because the author wvas familior wlth bis
task. The volume "Intelligence," lad al
the pros an(1 cons of a metaphysical pro-
-duCtion, its school bas no more disciples.
His polticai writlngs'are o! no Import-
ance, bis diatribe against "ULniversal euf-
l'rage," lived its shlort day, bat Its
spirit lias survi'ed lu Taines " Origin
'Of (Contenporary France," a work on
wsvblc lie wae engageti for a quarter of
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a century, the concluding volume remains
unachieved; diabetes and phithisis only ai-
lowed hm to arrange during the last three
mfl>fths, bis Dr-yasdust Memioranda. This
book deais wi'th the R'evoiution, and the
verdict lis unanimous, that lie lias falledl
to grasp the spirit and the aim of that
conternporary event. HiW plan, calledl the
"Scientific," of wziting tlîat history, con-
sists ln tabulating doýuueats to Hup-
port his recitais, leaving the reader to per-
forai bis owin summing up. Only, lie,
bas stated the case for the prosccuitron,
andi every "lioeest Griffith," shouid not
Omit cbronicling aiso for the defence. Ail
thal. was berole, aye sublime, in that
national federation of Indignation and
shie againtt tenl centurics (i ivopie op-
pression and class priviieges, hie ignores,
but collects like aa entozuologist, ail its
frenzieib and lex talionis reveuges. It le
the Cia-mber 0f Horrors of the lievolui
tion by a litera ry Tussaud.

Like a badly sunk corps, Panamaism
keeps bobblng uip. The bg triai, before
a jury, of the corrupted and corrupters,
commences to assume importance as the
day for hearing the case draxva nigh. It
W flot exaPtly to meusure the wrongs
alongside the Decalogie tlmat interest is
dk(splayeed, but-for the w-hoie affair ls xnow
politicai to view several politîcal chiefs
uider the scalpel of cros~s examinîLgon,
and who have been whieked into the en-
grenage of the scandai. The ex-prefect
de, police Andri-ux, who le bielIIng the cat
in the wlioie of this affair. anaouznces,
that hie will suspe-nd publîshing further
e-vidence of the bribery and the bribed,
tili the eve of the general elections, when
hie promises a thunder ciap for the nation.
The grave and respectable Debats le o!
opinion. that Dr. Hertz hoids a redoubt-
able weapon in the hack groiînd. Ail le
fnystery and surprise in Panamaism.
Hitherto the press pubished morning and
evenlng telegram bulletins respecting the
heaith of Dr. Hertz. Sutldeniy these have
ceased

Athietic sports continue to be the rnge.
The latest Idea lias heen a saccharine cont-
test between pedlestrians; the competitors
hadl to carry on theIr shoulders, each a
saclc of Rugar, weighing 220 Ibo. from Paria
to CorbeLli a distance of 24nilies, to rest
as they plea&ed. but never to, set down
the eack; the first arrivai would win, and
ail would be pald the usuai cost for the,
transport o! that com.modity, as If by the
ordilnary facilities. The racers on arrivIng
at the boundarles of Paris were stopped,
To expain from where they obtaiaed the
sugar, to deposit the sacks ia order to
have It weighed, and to control the sugar
draw-back. Then as tliey arrIved ln a
new comjmune, a fresh control by the ex-
cise, and a signing of declarations that
they did not intend to introduce the sugar
surreptlitiousiy, or destined It for local
sale. The experleace wii) never be re-
sumed, s0 tihe raîiways need not be frigli-
tened for their high tariffs.
a pleasant meeting iast week. Tlirougl

Cycliets wiil soon supersede racing
horses, and the "Gagnants de Robert Mil-
ton"-hhs losseis are ne ver a-nnounced-wlill
cease to be the most important news ln
tue Figaro. The late bicycle contest in
the Maehinery Hall o!t the Chamnp de Mars,
between Terront and Corre Is to coins off
again, aiider several conditions, as If
wheeling 4:2 consecutive, hours at a rate

of fifteeu miles au btonir, withl no tA

utes aliowed for reIfre5huîient, o ver .
terrible arena distance ot ý.3 mie

nttay a sufficeiit test for Iu ,»

duanes. The 40,000 5 s atutor feit,
aithouigli Terront, the old ro' ut tiil

Corrc l~i 'more st-ayng po 8~~bi
bis defeat wvas dIuý to 1 0 ading aiIfe

witl solld f ood before t~arting, aSe

was uu(lertaking an exedtion
Northî Pois, or a wieithroug lfi lgi

wim.The ensuîug mnatch 'Wil , &ji

raU, an appaia us, Wedg'c 1k 1 4 0- )
butterfiy la point Of wvelght- will Ibe

wiveh the resistauice o! the air W d'e

duceti; the apparatus W 1il b Ycl~ lej6!
the governixtg wJ-,l Viv the tu0

Piaudite, civeel Cikao
The Frencli-not the Chliuese-,ddd ti 5

have inventeti the bycicle; theY O

pedal to the velocipede, it ls clae
go converted Our tibia int trv~~0 %
and cranke. It le thus ini AugLS for luà

famous to
that tue town of Bar-le-Du~c tu

"Ija4nbes," will inaugiurale t'b 5 d 9

the ioeksmPlth -Michiaux orli laO sts

a iuua tic asyium ansia training ~jle,&
vatioui iel too coimon11r fate o! fgil

protest bas beeu iodgcd la favour 0 0

aux, junior, as the truie ,,,tOr$

wiuose fafluer. to whom pote borr l

attributed, held the machine In de orsi

complcate, tue situation, Baronl - oe

starte bis dlaim as the true Dw

leDuc wili wituess a Collection 0gît, -If

ands of mounted whesilers in o
tliey blew their bellowx5 traffP5et W01i

ed in Vo sea-serpent order-tbo tWýt

recali the famous processioO WIIb
la the States. And as tbeY utav
the German frontier, they Wie~ gl O

incursion into Vaterlind aad 00 1)11 i1p

erai de Caprivi to pasSs 1't ~o
Idly and draw forth a ,meiu aott" .

Blsmark, to pro,,, lie is etîl 1 vi5

"AS IT WAS IN TH{E E I

For the love of me! Bsue inuriflU'

breath of perfumied fire' bot W
Curved ari about coiuui&r thr% .W

on hot heart crushed. 0,i
What are legions, godi, or peOP

strength of my desire? l
(W hie to hear hiem Nie .fowred soft17

"Poe mer wiad was 13hedBh ije o I
Prv m oi'e above all 1'vjng; e
per drown war's thndr 5

Weigh mine eyes aa"ainlst Word!" .
my finger 'gaingt thy -0 eagd

Reaison rceled-the conqluerer YI1 e
worid stood mnute with al wônd'Wt

As fell a famne to deathilea sh'Ule

dark award. .i

"For the love of Freedua'! "S160ee
every fahng 8r, l Oof

0f the kaife tiiet dranl, thenoo
ipurest, and motfa'

When a nationi groalie' an trugg bt
hem own Belfc,,rV5n yoke, d we1Ol

When Iscariot kissed Barb6 a' -é
red twinned despadr. t oI

Whcn the spy was on tlih
age and bloomi Of nueiden t 0VOfe

W~ere shieldless 'gaiiiat the tyranl
vrork unspokeli thingS; bioh.ilw

she sighed .hs 8 ,iOO.b .tia
Wjth a million captiv'esari

Time"s deep arcbe' îte&~

"For the love Of Go0 *heYsed
with sentence aloWiy PS
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