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the combat were provided, and after the figlit was over the
ranks of the various combatants were officially flxed.
The number of ranks was seven ini ail, the seventh
teing the higniest. IRareiy did any player attain the
distinction of reaching this, but the sixth generally had
one or two representatives. There appears to have been a
certain elemient of heredity ini the game as played in Japan,
for certain famili<es took the lead for many generations,
and the contes~ts between their champions were a salient
feature of every tourney. To this time-honoured custom, as
to inany another of even greater menit, the revolution of
1867 put a stop. A long ena of neglect ensued for chess-
players. But it did nlot faîl into disuse because Court
patronage was wanting. Its votaries stili studied their
gaixbits and elaborated their variations, and now once
more the science promises to resume its place of imi-
portance. In October last a grand meeting of ail the
principal chess-players in Japan was organized in Tokio.
Over 200 players assembied, ail boasting greater or less
degrees of skili froni the first up to the sixth. Count
Todo, the former Daimio of Ton, who has the honour of

blnigta the sixth rank, is among the chief promotens
bfth elon iva Another meeting took place on the l8th

ofJanuary, when a ceremonial. in honour of the revival of
bhess was performed. There appears to be a considerable

chess literature in Japan; one leading work contains
probiems the soluition of which are said ta make the
player worthy ta be placed in the sixth rank.

DR. A13BOTT ON TuEF CANE.
MICANTIME, greatly thougb we may dialike inflicting

corporal punishment, it ils our duty to inflict it if it is
for the good of the schooi as a whoie. Fromn an interest-
ing report of Mr. Fitch on Amenican schools, published

latyear, 1 learn that "lin most of the state and city re-

andtha il apoint weli worth considering. One wouid
likete nowwhat punishments are reserved for graver

offences ; whetber the teachers themselves acquiesce in
this restriction ; whether they are satisfled with the tone
and morality of their pupils, as weil as with the outward
order and discipline which favourably impress Mr. Fitch ;
and whether there is, owing ta national character and
circumstances, an earlier seriousness and sense of re-
sponsibility among boys at school and young men at
the Universities in the United States. It may be we
can learn sornething fromn a fulier knowledge of what
is done elsewhere. But meantime I hope none of my
fellow-teachers will be deterréd from their duty by
mere abstract arguments apert from facts. "lCaning
brutalizes a boy," people say. I do not believe it doea,
unlesa a brute holds the cane. But if it did, buliying,
falsehaod, dishonesty and indecency do worse than brutal-
ize him ; and not only him, but also the innocent coin-
panions among wbam he is spreading the infection of his
evil habita. Under praper regulatian@ and in the
hands of experienced and responsible teachers the cane
seevas ta me an instrument for good in English scbools
as at present constituted; and if, as 1 believe, this is tbe
general opinion, not only of school teachers but alsoe of
school managers, it seenis time that seime pressure sbould
be brought to bear upon those magistrates who set their
faces against caning under any circumstances. The magis-
trate's son, if he, went te a public schooi, would be freely
binched in sanie schools, or caned in others, and if the
father darcd to utter a word of remonstrance against
an ordinary caning he would be ridicuied by bis oid

q schoai-feliows and friends, repudiated by bis own son,
aund rebuffed ini any appeal te the laws. In the elemen-
tary schoola the wark of maintaining discipline and
morality is, or ought ta be, infinitely more laborions

j than in the scho3ls of the wealtby ; surely, therefore, it is
monstrous that a punishment freely aliowed in the latter
should be denied ta the former-and this not by any
recognized interpretatian of the laws, but by an eccentric
and capnicious abuse of the power of a local magiatrate.
In the infliction of ail punishments, corporal or otherwise,
the aId and humane caution of Deuteronomy is ever ta be
present with us. There is to be a lumit ta the number of
stripes, Ilthat thy brother may net seem vile unto''thee."
The yaung teacher shouid bear this in mind in the
infliction of metaphorical as weli as literai stripes.

PALMYRA, CITY OF ZENOBIA.

WrnYN Zenobia was boru, Palmyra was a great' com-.
mercial city of the Roman Empire. Fram the eariiest
tumes, when a tribe of nomads settled in the spot, doubt-
less attracted by the phenomenon af a capious spring in ai
desent land, the genius of the place was commercial.
Gradually it became the centre of many caravan-routes
between the Mediterranean, the Persian Gulf, Petra, and
centrai Arabia. Its isalated position aiways secured for
it a sort of independence ; but as early as Germanicus it
aclcnowiedged Roman control in general. Hadrian cele-
hrated bis visit ta the city by calling it Adrianopolis.
Later an it received the jus italicumn, and became a Raman
colany. When the Persian Sapor captured the Emperor
Valenian, in the year 258 A.D., we bear of a certain Pal-
myrene, cailed Odenatus, sending propitiatory gifts ta the
Eastern canqueror. Odenatus then enjoyed the honaurable
Roman title of Consuar-a titie which may have justj been conferred in penson by Valerian. Hawever, Sapor
refused the gifts, and Odenatus, who always had an eye to
the main chance, promptiy joined bis forces with those of
the weak Emperor Gallienus, who seemed a promising sort

af suzerain, ani the united armies were soon victorious
over Sapar. Odenatus was named Supreme Commander
in the East, and thougli he was looked upan at Rame as a
subject of the Empire, yet within bis own wide reaini be
was practicaliy sovereign. Our interest in him, of course,
is merely for bis wife's sake. Aurelian gives Zenobia the
credit of ber bushand's successes. At any rate, the assas-
sination of Odenatus made no difference in the power
which radiated from Tadmar in the wilderness, except
that this increased until it was felt through Syria, Egypt,
Mesopotamia, and in Asia Minor as far as Ancyra. After
a few years af actuai royalty Zenobia decided to assume
the name of it as well. Ceins were struck in ber own
namne and tbat of ber son, with no reference to the
Empire.-From Z'admnor in tMe Wildernes8, by Frederick
Jones Bli8s, in A pril Scrilmner.

THE PUNNY MAN.
WHo is that man who site and bites

His pen with aspect solemn ?
Hfe is the Funny Man who writes

The weekiy Comic Column.

By day he scarce can keep awake,
At night he cannot rest ;

His meals he hardiy dares ta take-
Hie jests, he can'ttdigest.

His bain, though not with years, is white,
His cheek is wan and pale,

And ail with seeking day and nigbt
For jokes that are not stale.

His jaoys are f ew ; the chiefest one
la wben by luck a word

Suggesta ta him a novel pun
His readers baven't beard.

And when a Yankee joke he sees
In somes aid book-well, then

Perbapa be gains a moment's ease,
And makEs it do again.

The thaught that chiefly makes him aigh
ls that a time must came

When jokes extinct like mammoths lie,
And jokers muet be dumb.

When every quip to death is done,
And every crank is told ;

When men bave printed every pun,
And every joke is aid.

When naugbt in heaven or earth or sea,
fias net been turned ta chaif ,

And not a single oddity
ls left ta make us laugb.

THE DZTERIORATION OF' WORD5.

A knave was originally a young man, in German ein'
Knabe. In the Court carda the knave is simply the page
or the knigbt, but by no means the villain. Villain itself
was originally simply the inhabitant of a village. A
pleader once made gaod use of bis etymological knawledge.
For this is what Swift relates: I remember, at a triai in
Kent, wbere Sir George Roake was indicted for caliing a
gentleman knave and villain, the lawyer for the defendant
bnaught off bis client by alleging the words wene net
injurious, for /cnave, in the old and true signification,
imported oniy a servant; and villain in Latin is villicua,
whicb is no more than a man employed in country labour,
or rather a baily." I daubt whether in thesù days any
judge, if possessed of some philological knawledge, wauid
allow such a quibble to pasa, or wbether in return he
would nat ask leave to cali the lawyer an. idiot, for idiot,
as you know, meant originaily no mare than a pivate
person, a man who does net take part in public affairs;
and afterwards only came to mean an outsider, an ill.
informed man, and, lastly, an idiot. A payan was aigin-
ally, like villain, the inhabitant of a pagu8, a countryman.
It came to mean heathien, because it was chiefly in the
country, outside the town, that the warahippers of the old
national goda were aliowed ta continue. A beathen was
originally a person living on the beath. Heathen, how-
ever, is nat yet a term of reproach ; it simpiy expresses a
difference of opinion between ourselves and others. But
we bave the samne word under another disguise-namely,
as hoiden. At present Itoiden is used in the sense of a
vulgar, rofibping girl. But in old authors it is cbiefly
applied ta men, ta clowns, or bouts. We may cail Socrates
a heathen, but we could net cal bim a hoiden, tbougb we
might possibly apply that name ta bis wife Xanthippe.
Sometimes it bappens that the same word can be used bath
in a gaad and in a bad sense. Simplicity witb .-us bas
generally a good meaning. We read in the Bible of
8implicity and godly sincerity. But in the samne Bible the
simple ones are repraved: IIHow long, ye simple anes,
will ye lave simplicity, and the scorners delight in their
scarning, and fools hate knowledge 1"I (Prav. i. 22). If
at present we were ta cali a boy an imp, he would possibly
he offended. But in Spenser's time imp bad stili a very
goad sound, and he allows a noble lady, a lady gent as he
calîs ber, ta address Arthur as "lThou wortby imp"I
(Il Faerie Queen " I. ix. 6). Nor is there any harm in
that word, for imp meant originaily graf t, and then off-

spring. To graft in Genman is implen, and this is really
a corruption of the Greek è4/½cu., ta implant. Brat is
now an offensive terni, even when applied to a child. It
is said to be a Welsh word, and to signify a rag. It may
be sa, but in tbat case it would be difficuit to account for
brat bavin g been used originally in a good sense. This
must bave been so, for we find in ancient sacred poetry
such expressions as, "O Abnaham's brats, o broode of
blessed seede! " To use the same word in sucb opposite
meaninga is possible oniy wben there is an bistorical
literature which keepa alive the modemn as weil as the
antiquated usages of a language. In illiterate languages
antiquated words are forgotten and vanisb. Tbink of al
the meaninga imbedded in the word niee! How did they
came there i The word bas a long history, and bas had
niany upa and downs in its passage through the world.
It was oiginally the Latin nescius, ignorant, and it
retained that meaning in aid French, and likewise in aid
English. Robert of Gloucester (p. 106, last line) stili
uses the word in that sense. "Il e was nyce," he says,
" and knowetb na wisdom "-that is, he was ignorant and
knew no wisdom. But if thene is an ignorance that is
blias, there is also an ignorance, or unconsciouaness, or
simplicity that is cbanming. fience an unassuming,
ingenuous, artiess persan was likewise called nice. fiow-
ever, even that antiesanesa might after a time become
artful, or, at ail events, be mistaken by others for artful-
nesa. The over-nice persan migbt then seem fastidiaus,
difficuit ta please, too dainty, and he or she was then said
ta be too nice in bis or ber tastes. We bave traced the
principal meaninga of nice from ignorant ta fastidious, as
applied to pensons. If nice is applied to things, it bas
moat commonly the meaning of cbarming; but as we
speak of a fastidious and difficuit penson, we can also
speak af a difficuit matter as a nice matter, or a nice
point. At last there remained nice, whicb simply
expresses general approvai. Everything, in aur days, is
nice, not to say awfully nice. But unleas we possessed a
literature in which ta study the bistory of words, it would
be simpiy impassible ta discover why nice sbould express
approval as well as disapproval ; nay, why it sbould in the
end become a niere emphatic expression, as when we Bay,
"lThat is a nice 'business," on IlThat is a nice mess."-F.
Max Müllier on t/te Science of Language.

BOOK-READING HERE AND ABROAD.

ONE of the most billiant Engli,3h successes in necent
years is Green's «fI istory of the English People." The
English publishers annaunced about a year ago the sale
of a bundred and thirty thousand copies. I knaw of
nathing with us comparable to this. fIigginson's "fistory
of the United States " bas had a very large sale, but the
pnice is mucb lawer. It is intended, mareoven, for young
readers, and there bas been a large achool consumption.
I arn not unmindful of the wonderful succesa af Genenal
Grant's IlMemoirs "-a success unpre.-edented in litenature.
But look how many circunistances combined ta make it sa.
A genenal, paBsiongtely loved, writing on bis death-bed
the bistory of campaigns that eniisted the prafaundeat
patriatism of the people, insured for it at the beginning a
vaat circulation. Then we recali bow it was carnied by
thousands of active agents to every bouse in the land.
Neyer waF. a book waited for by so eager, so admining a
multitude. A book pnoduced under cincumatances s0
extnaordinany, and sold by methoda 50 special, is in no
wise a test of the intellectual tastes of tbe people, We
must compare the sale of Green's IlHistory," not with that
of Gnant's IlMgmoirs," but rather with the sales of Ban-
crof t, an McMaster, or Hiuldretb, if we would accurately
judge of the comparative deniand for histonical litenature.
When the firat volume of McMaster's "fiHistory of the
People of the United States" appeared, it was believed ta
have been inspined by Green, and was bailed with enthu-
siasai. There wene many indications of a brilliant iiterary
and popular succesa, and yet the sale bas nat been more
than a twentieth of that of its great Engiish model. This
is very significant, and is enough, of itseif, ta dispose of
the nation that we buy more books than the Englisb do.-
0. B. Bunce in North American Review lor A prit.

CITY JURIES.

A PAPER called the Bulletin makes a funiaus attack
upan aur jury system. We believe it is perfectly true, as
the writer states :-" Junies, in the city especially, are
simply farcicai. As a mie, tbey consist of a dozen men
bnought togethen fnom every quarter of the E.C. district,
nat one of them in the sligbtest degree understanding the
business or case ta be tried, and simply hoping ta get away
from the court as soon as possible. . . . As a mule, a strang-
minded juryman will decide any case as be pleases, and
very Iikely he may be a friend of or biassed by acquaint.
ance with the plaintiff or defendant. It is quite a common
enougb affain for a jurymani, an entering the box, to make
up bis mind that he wiil not listen ta a word of the case,
simply determining ta vote with the majority, neyer mmnd
which way this may go. Many othens anooze througb the
case. We bave came acrasa many instances where, as we
say, the verdict bas been determined by ona man, who
froni the finat made up bis mmnd, and who forced convic-
tion into the moutha, if nat minds, of bis campanians in
miaeny.>' Junies are not wbat they wene;ý but, neverthe-
leas, ail the moat important cases are carried by tbe parties
tbemselves befone j unies in preference ta a single judge,
The non-jury liat has been pnaved ta be largely composed
of undefended cases.-Law Time8.
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