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cf wholesome ; the life cf patniotiem, or the life cf pliticalî
naguery ; and whether the vapeurs generated by thie sul-(
phurous enuption are net mare mephitic than thase whicli1
it dispels. IlNowhere," says Mr. Bryce, "ldae gaveru-1
ment by the people, tbnough the people, and for the people,
take a mare directly impressive and powerfuliy stimulativej
fornm than in the chaice cf a chef magistrate by twelve 1
millions cf citizens vatiag in anc day." Stimulating the
form is, with a vengeance ; and impressive it mighit be,4
wene it not tliat, as Mr. Bryce trnly says, the men between 1
whom tlie choice is te be made are nominated by party 1
conventions, cadi cf whicli wants "lnet a good president
but a good candidate." If in its primary efect an institu-i
tion is mischievous, secondany effects will nat repair the
mischief. It was aften a presidential electian that an
Amenican citizen who liad seen a good deai cf poitics said
ta me in hie baste-" Veil, only put an end ta this, and I
will take my chance cf the Man." A lese heroic remedy
than a coup d'état and an autacracy would be ta extend
the presidential terni, ahclishing at the sanie time the
power cf ne-election. Sucb a change is in fact naw in
the air. Civil Service Reform, if it can be really carried
out, would be another antidate. The excitement which so
surprises Mn. Bryce is caused amang the polîticians and
office-seekers by the greatness of the stake, the presîdency
carrying ail the patronage wi tb it; and amang the people
chiefly by the lave of faction figlits, which is apparently a
part of buman nature. There is aiea a good deal of the
sporting sentiment at work ; net only is there a prodigiaus
amount cf hetting, but men mctnally pledge themeelves ta
pay ridiculous forfeite and perforai grotesque penances if

the candidate cf thein choice dees not win. The very
slang cf the presidentiai race-caurse and betting-ring je
dcgrading ta the majesty of the State. What the efect
cf an approaching cantest je upon the gavernment when
the President je a candidate for ne-electian, the last acte cf
Mn. Cleveland have miserably sbown. Perhaps the mast
redeeming features of the afair are the gaod humour and
orderly behavicur cf the people, whicli say mmcli fan their
love cf fair-play and law. I witnessed the second election
cf Lincoln in the midet cf the Civil War. Passion was at
fever liet; yet ecd party was alaowed ta bang ont ite

banners acrsse tie street, distribute its campaign literature,
hold its publiic meetings, and conduct its torch-ight pro-
cessions witliout the slightest mol'estation fram its rivai.
I arn a firm believer in the ultimate federation cf the
whcle Englieli speaking population cf this Continent by
the entrance cf Canada into the Union ; but I confese I
shrnk from seeing ber people involved in sncb a mael-
strom as a presidential lection.

Washington took Hamiltan and Jefferson together juta
bis Cabinet. H1e evidently regarded panty as an acci-
dentai cvii, and thauglit that in time and with judiciaus
bandling it wouid came ta nathing. Instead cf coming ta
nathing it is everythiug. It littie matters wbat the forme
arc, wiethen tliey are those cf tic American Repcblic an
Pseudo-Monarchicai amd Paliamentary, like ours ini Can-
ada. Party forces ite way tlirougb al constitutianai regu-
laticus and bende evenything ta its cwn punposcs. If the
Prcsidency and bath Houses af the Legisiature anc in the
bauds cf tic sanie party, that party neigne. Otlierwise
tiene is a paralysie cf governirent. Tic late electian lias
made the Presidency and ticeflouse cf Representatives, as
well as the Senate, Republican. The legisîntive machine
will naw begin ta aperate once more. But for same yeare
past the Pnesidency and the flouse being Demacnatic white
the Senate wae -Republican by a amaîl majaity, and the
Senate being, unli ke aur flanse cf Lords, reaîîy cc-ordin-

Oate with the flouse, le-isiation bas been impossible. Tic
tariff question, tic silver question, and other pressing
questions have nemained in abeyance ; masses cf ucecese
silver have been accumulating in the Treasury. and a large
surplus revenue lias been growing, up, white ail tbat the
Legisiature could do wae ta bale out'the surplus in pro-
digal grants cf pensions, ta whicli bath parties agrecd f rom
their fear cf tic army vote, and whicli have sweiied the
annual expenditure under that head ta ic'hty millions cf
dollars, a sum nearly equal, I believe, ta the cost cf Ver-
sailles. Fan six years Dakota, thougi fuliy qualified, bas
becnu nable ta, obtain admission as a State because bier
vate wcnld be Republican. At tic samne tume, the execu-

tive lias been incapable cf bonafide negotiatiafi witli any

fanigu power, and especially witi England. It was use-à
less ta frame a Fishenies Tneaty, since whatcver tic Demo-

cratic President miglt approve tic Republican Scuate was

sure ta thnaw out, as it did by a straiglit party vote. Tic
cvculy -balanced state cf parties in the Senate euabied a
single member, described by an Amenicafi journal as "la
dissolute demagogue," at anc time ta hold tic key cf legis-

laticu in bis bande.
Mn. Bryce bas given us a vivid and memorable picture

cf tic Paty "lmachine,'> with the swarnm of polîtical mips

under thc namnes cf bassed, wine-pullers, beclers, and hum-

mers, by whici. it is worked, its intrigues and rogucnies,

its discipline of faleeiood, its loyalty to sinistr purpases,

and ail tic evils whicli it entails, and not tic lcast of

wici is the etraugemeut cf the béat clase cf citizens from

public life. Hie description, cf which 1 believe no matenial

part can be gainsaid, je enougi ta make a prafessional

politician blusi for bis craf t. But lic dae not ask him-

self or tell us sa definitely as we could desîne whether tic

machine je separable fram party, or wliticn party je separ-

able fnom tic lective system. The ticony an whici tic

systcm cf papular lecticu reste je tiat the electors lay

thii heade together ta choose the ight man. This, in

any but the veny emailet cf constituencies and anc tic

members cf whici are well acquainted witi ecdi tier, is

monally impossible. Tic membOre cf a large constituency

are a heap cf grains cf sand withaut intercommunicatiou
or cohesion. ilence organizatian, ini other words party,
becomes indispensable. Sa long as there are questions cf
pincipie before tlie nation the parties may be beld ta-
gether by theni, and may thus bave a moral bond sucli as
justifies the submissîon cf the individual conscience ta
party discipline; thougli even at the best cf times there
wili bc a great deal cf sheer factiousness, corruption more
or less coarse, and depravation of national cliaracter by a
bitter and calumnniaus stnife. But when the questions cf
principle are exhausted, as tbey were in England after
Culladeri or in the United States after the abolition cf
siavery, and as in timie tliey must be everywhere, how are
parties ta beclield togethen?1 Tliey eau be beld together
only by "lthe spoils." Tbey are sure at the -iame time ta,
become machines, and tlie machines are sure ta faîl inta
the bands of the sort cf men wlio prefer politics to bonest
work. England is falling under the sway cf machiines as
well as the United States. A Liberal Thnee 1-rundred or
a Primrose Habitation is a local machine which in cambi-
nation witb its fellows throughout tlie kingdom forms a
national machine, though at present in the rudimentary
stage. Give it a littie tîme ta purge itself of independent
consciences and ta fail tharoughiy under the power cf the
men who devote their sharp intellects ta politics, and yen
will have in England a caunterpart cf Amenican caucus-

gaovernment as it is depicted by 1%r. Bryce. Politics will
become in England as weli as in the United States a
regular trade, and of aIl trades the viiest. Mr. Scbnad-
horst is already a "lbasse" fucli blown and on tlie gnandest
scale. The very nomenclature cf the political kingdom cof
Satan bas invaded the Engliah tangue. ilonourable
amateurs at present maintain the fight ; tbey are spurred
on by a great issue, nathing less than the integrity of the
nation ; but they will find in time that tbey have no
chance against the professianals who devote their whole
tume and energy ta the calling by whicli they live.

For my part, the observations cf twenty years bave
confirmed my f aitli in social demacracy ; but in the syetem
cf popular election, if it necessarily means gavernment by
demagogues, my faith lias flot been confinmed. In the
meantime the demagagic system lias been thanaughly de-
veloped in England ; and the fruit cf its developmeut is
that we have a great faction stncgglin 'g ta oust its rival
frani place bY making ail gavernment impossible, by en-
cauraging resistance ta the law, by famnenting rebeilion,
and by canspirnn witli the foreign enemies cf the nation
for the dismembermefit cf the reaim. By the same agen-
cies tlie fouse of Commons is being turned into a mob, in
whicli mountebanke as law as ever disgraced Congrese play
a conspicuons part, and which is totally unfit for tbe ex-
ercise of supreme power. I am glad that Mn. Bryce is
cautions in proposing American institutions as a model
for British reform. England lias in the Instrument cf
Government a model far better suited ta lier case.

Society on the American continent, notwitbstanding all
aur boasts cf popular intelligence, wonld be in a critical
situation if the nealm cf commerce and indnstry were net
practicaliy ruled by a goverument t'ery different frcm that
cf the politicians. Na donbt mucli cf wbat is commanly
said, and is recarded in Mr. Bryce's pages, about the rail-
way managers is true. No doubt tbey sometimes play a
mischievaus part in poiitics, thaugli largely in seif-defeuce.
Mastens, toc, in the passionate punsuit cf weaith are
Samnetimes grasping, liard, and forgetful cf their duty ta
their workmen. Still, tliese men bave been raised ta, thein
Positions by genuine qualities, nlot by stcmp.cratary or
intrigue: some cf tbem behave nobly, and as a clase they
eXercise their authcnity with justice and firmues, con-
front mutiny with caîmnees, and in their owu province
hold society togyether. Commercial morality is cetainly
higlier than palîtical morality, aIl the stack-gambling and
4(cornering "notwitbstanding.

Thene is one point in the procedure cf Congrees which
bandly seeme ta have cauglit Mn. Bryce's eyc, but which
illustrates palitical morality as well as procedure. I was
astonishcd ta see, mare than a century after the passing cf
the Grenville Act, an election petitiani decided nat by a
cammittee on an impartial tribunal cf any kind, but in the
full flouse and by a straiglit party vote. 1 fennd myseif
canied back ta tbe days cf Walpole when no quarter was
given in elections. Tbe sbartnese cf the Cangressman's
erm, which makes it hardiy wortb whule ta unseat bum, je

the cnîy apparent lumit ta the misuse whicb a dominant
and infuniated party miglit make cf sucli a power.

Everybody wlia is not ini a ring will agree with Mn.
Bryce in thinking that the government cf cities is one cf
aur chef diffculties-I eiay ours, because Canada does net
differ in this, or in any matenial respect, frani the United
States. The fact je that the elective system cf municipal
government is a survival from the tume wlieu the abjects cf
city govcrnment were largely politicai an industnial, cansiet-
ing in the defence cf bunglier liberties or the regulation cf
trades, wlien camparativeiy littie regard was paid ta police,
healtli, water-scpply, an iglting; whcu, moreaver, civic
life stili made the citizens acquainted witli cd other, and
the great men af the city, the Fuggers and Greshams and
Whittingtons, lived in the city and wene its mayane. Now
a city is mereiy a denseey pecpled district in need af a
speciaily skiiled administratiaon. It is frani want cf ekill,
aud fram want cf the penmanency essentiai ta foresiglit
and ecanomy, espccially in the conduct cf public works,
that we suifer, more than from corruption, as ta the pre-
valence cf which exaggerated ideas perbaps prevail. Tiere
is on the continent one biglit exception ta, the gcnenally
unsatisfactary state cf thinge. Washington bas a heavy
debt, the legacy cf a former régime; but is ncw a thon-
oughiy wel-governed city. Ite gaverument isa Board cf

three commissioners appointed by the President of the
United States, the district being the political property of
the Federation. An attempt was made some time ago to
introduce "lmunicipal liberties," but it was defeated by
the combined and strenuous resistance of aIl who had any-
thing ta be pillaged. I may say, by the way, that Wash-
ington, by the attractions of its good city government, as
well as hy those which it holds out as the seat of the
Federal Government and of the Emnbassies, bids fair ta
supply the United States with a capital, the lack of which
is noted as a defect by Mr. Bryce. Within wy memory
Washington lias grown from a dismal mudhole into a gay
and beautiful city, fulil of social and intellectual life, of
which the politicians are the least part.

Mr. Bryce's accounit of that most vital subject, the
character of the American judiciary, is, se far as 1 amn
competent ta form an opinion, correct. 1 have often in-
quired in different States whether confidence was feit in
the integrity of the judges, and have generally been told
that it was. Englishmen camne into contact at Now York,
iu the evil days of Tweed and Sweeney, with judges sucli
as Barnard and Cordoza, elected by the Irish vote ; and
they generalized toa muccl from that case. The elective
system is bad; it was neyer adopted by Massachiusetts,
and in other States its evils are beinig îractically mitigated
by an extension of the terni of office. The main defect
now is the inadequacy of the salaries, which are insuffici-
cient ta &raw the best men ta the Bencli. The consequeuce
is a want on the part of the Beach of contrai aver the Bar,
in camparisan with the control exercised by au English
Judge, which is visible even ta an unprofessionaI eye.
The consequence of this again is inferiority ini the despatch
of business, so that the saving is costly in the end. But
it would be difficult ta obtain a large increase of salaries,
which ta a farmer already seem enarmaus. The saiary of
the President is stili inadequate; and the saine thing may
be said of regular salaries in every departinent and al
down the scale. It is the dignity of the office rather than
its emolument-which, allowance being made for the cost
of living, is hardly above that of a Counity Court.judge in
England-tbat draws men of the highest eminence ta the
Bencli of the Supreme Court. Asi ta the purity of the
Supreme Court, nat the slighte4rt suspicion has ever been
feit, thougli some of its decisions, sucli as tllbse in favour
of slavery on one ide and those in favour of the Legal
Tender Act on the other, inay neot have been free froni
political bias. I heard Lincoln say that hie would take
care ta appoint a judge who was right on the great political
question of the day.

You cannot remark ta, an American that the weather
is disagreeable without receiving an intimation in repiy
that there is warse weather in England. Ainericans,
wlien tbey are unable ta deny the existence of a flaw ini

their institutions or a stain an their record, are apt ta lay
flattering unctions ta their souls by persuading theinselves
that there is something in English institutions or history,
as bad or wcrse. 1 have iearned ta regard this curions
habit as a compliment in disguise. Yet the habit is some-
what lavish, and I venture ta think it is rather tea mîucli
countenanced, thougli unconsciously perhaps, by Mr.
Bryce. Among other instances, hoe, ta comfort the Ameni-
cans under the imputation of judicial corruption, tells thom
that there was a case of it in Engiand as late as the last
century. He refers ta the case of Lord Chancellor Mac-
clesfield in 1725. But the offence of which Lord Maccles-
fild was found gnilty was not, I helieve, judicial corrup-
tion ; it was camplicity in the sale af Masterships in
Chancery and impraper dealihgs with tho suitor's f und.
Even with regard ta this charge, Lord Stanhope, who
thougli nat a masterly is a very fair and careful writer,
intimates bis belief that Lard Macciesfield suffered rather
as the head of a system than as an ofiender in bis own
persan. Thene lias been, s0 far as 1 remeruber, no case of
judicial corruption in England since that of Bacon ; and
historical criticism has gneatly reduced the dimensions
even cf Bacon's delinqUency. People wbose judges take,
or are suspected of taking, bribes will derive amali comfort
fnom any stains whicli they are likely ta, find on the British
ermine.

There is a school cf English politicians and political
writers which seems ta think that it owes no affection ta
England, and that libenality consiste in being just, or some-
thing more than just, ta every country except their awn.
I do not suspect Mn. Bryce cf any sympatliy witli such a
echool. But 1 think be daes sometimes show a tendency
ta be rathen tac bard ou England. Hie lays on lier dis-
courtesy towards the Americans the blame for the contin-
uance cf bitter feeling after the Separation. This is net
f air. For a prend nation it was bard ta digest defeat.
But George the Third received the finst American ambass-
ador witli magnanimous caurtesy, and the flage of a Britishi
fleet were half-masted at the deatli cf Washington. Sncb
ill.feeling as there was on tlie part cf England was largely
kept alive by the American layalists whom the vindictive
cruelty cf the victaricus party had driven inta exile in
England and Canada. But nathing could exceed the yen-
omous violence cf tlie feeling manifested by the Jefferson.
ian party, which was the majarity in tha United States,
against Engiand, flot an account of anything that she did,
but simply for being wliat she was. Washingtohn found
hiniseif called upon sclemnly ta warnnbis fellow-country-
men against becoming the "lslaves cf a hatred." The
breaclies cf international courteay and law of wbicli Amer-
ican assemblies and parts were the scene at the ojitbreak
of the war between England and Revolutionary France,
cast the Alabama cost utterly iuta the shade. Nothing
but Washington's influence, in fact, prevented the United
States from rushing into a canflict with Englaud whioh


