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ure to blis unbending integrity. I ain safe in saying that not al single
charge eaui ho brouglit against hinm that wotild in any way refiect on bis
private, or public character, or on bis mnanagement of Provincial afflairs.
[n1 this respect hoe is the "ldouble" of the lin. Oliver Mowat, whioni lie
resejubles in more ways than one. Jus past is pure, and bis honesty aîîd
simcerity unquestioned and unquestionable. A long experience in journal-
istic work has made bis minci a crowded storehouse of- facts and data beari ng
on1 local politics, which gives him a very noticeable advantage over a majority
of the other member8 in the House. In dealingy witb public questions lie
diSplays a large-minded liberalisin, always tenipered with a spirit of nv)d-
eration and fairness. He is net apt to ho carricd away by a passionate
partyismn, altbough hie is, it is truc, a tlîoreugh advocate of Liberal prin-
ciples, and neyer allows an eppenent to attack those principles without
bri iging himi up at a sharp curvo. As a public speaker Mr. Fielding
labours under the disadvanta2es of a feeble voice and sinallness of stature.
1lis reiarkable fluency, however, largely atones for these defects. Hlis
Oratery is practicai an'i business-like. li-e treats a question froin a loatter-
of fact standpoint. Juis style is destitute of tawdry ornament. 11e
indulges iu no gorgeous word-painting. Hie makes no attenipt at rlietorical
display Notwitlistandiîîg bis renîarkable lluency hie is seldoîn redilidant.
lie is nover found ontrenching hiiosoîf behind mieariingles phrases.
Wlîat lie bas to gay hoe says quickly and alwvays to thîe poin't. Whatever
the emiergency hoe is always ready to mieet it and lie rarely, if ever, disap-
Points the expectations of bis audience,

[n debato Mr. Fielding is quick to see a weak peint iii thîe argument of
au opponent. Ho lias nover beet n îowni to hoesitate an instant for a word,
but talks away with a freedomn and rapidity that is at once surprisiîîg and
comviîîcing Re~porters regard himîî as by far the niost rapid speaker in
the Lieuse, and hoe is, accordingly, a constant terror to tlîe stenographic
fraternity. Indeed it is questienable if any man now in Canadian public
life can talk witli the saine unerriu rapidity, and with the saine accuracy
of fact and expression. Some of his speeches wonld do credit te far more
pretemîtious politicians. for the simple reason that they breathe that spirit
of higli-minded patriotism, which ,is ever the aniniating principle of
an upriglit atatesman. One of bis admirera aaid of him recently ."lHe
is walking in the footsteps of llowe," a compliment that Nova Scotians
are fully capable of appreciating. What may be the direction of Mr.
-ielding's future 1 shall not attenîpt to predict. Lt is quite certain lîow-
ever, that lie will not remain forever in the comparative obscurîty of Pro-
Vincial politica. The field in Nova Scotia la entirely too narrew for a
mian of his rare gifts and powers. Should hoe enter Dominion politics lie
would not be long lu attaining a foremnost- position.

C. P. MULENNAN.

THE' ETRUSC4N QUEASTJON.*

TISE meaning of the Etruscan inscriptions hias been a standing puzzle to
aceholars8 for more than half a century. Niebubr, Ottfried Miiller, Momîin-
Ren, aud Decke, not to speak of Engliali, Frenchi, Italian, and Swedish
acholars have elle after the other tried to decipher themo, an~d have failed.
ht would therefore have licou quite a triumph for Canadian scholarship if
Professor Campbell had really "lsolved the Etruscan problem," as ho
CI&imued to have 'loue in his Etruria Capta, a paper which hoe read before
the Canaîlian lestitute a year ago. But, if we are to believe Professor
Ferguson, so far fromt throwing any light upon the îueaning of the inscrip-
tions, hoe shows unpardonable ignorance of the very rudiments of pbilology.
1gnoring the labours of the eminent scholars who have preceded hîm, Pro-
fessor Campbielllhas adopted an hypothesis, suggested fifty years ago by
Sir Wiîn. Bethran, and revived iii our own day by the late Mr. Robinson
tEis~. That hypothesis is that Etruscan is the ancient form of Basque 1

Ilemanuer in which Professor Campbiell seeks to boîster up bis hypothe-
8is la, according to bis critic, even more preposterous than the hypethesis
itself.

The eminent scholars already mentioned have net been able to decipher
the Etruscan inscriptions, but they have at least been able to fix the value
and power of the letters. It re!'nained for Professor Campbell to suggest
that Etrîîsean was wrlttezn syllabicalty. For, if hoe is correct, the only deue

p tOthe deciphiernient of the inscription is lost, and the labours of a long
linoe of scholars count for nothing. Many of the inscriptions are bilingual,

atin and Etruscan, and it bas always been held that the one is a literai
translation or reproduction of the other. But if Etruscan is syllabie, this
la ail a mistake. Professor Ferguson, on the other baud, contenda that
ttruacan was not syllabic. If it was, liow does it come that tîmere are oilly
twenty aigus in Etruscan ? Professor Campbell sinîply makes each aigu
1)lean anything hoe pîcases. Nor is hie even consistent with bimacîlf ;for hoe
ass8umes that the very saine words, whien they occur in G *reek and Latin
aifthors are litera], and when they appear in the inscriptions are syllabicl!
& very convenient nîetbod no doubt, but bardly scientific. The value of
P"rofeasor Caînpbell's labours may be judged frem the fact that hoe actually
aUPpoes that syllabie writing is a peculiarity of the Turanian family of
laiugs being evidently nnaware that syllabism is a stage in the develop-
Illeint of wvritteik speelm and zhat any laîmguage, Aryan, Semite, or Turanian,
ilay have bhein wi, ttt-i s.% Il; Wicaily. nc

'rii( atternpt te ilio\v ihat 1Ecîu.cam is the aiîcient forme of Basque pro.
eeeds upon a l>riîmclple tIh tt every philologiat knlows to be false, the prin-

tl hat the afillîty of taclaîg iges in.ay ho based upon more similarity
neo8und. Tis la etliod reinimds of ot he humorous dorivation of the

ýco(-tch 'stt'(a shirt), from a.c(lel> because a shirt is next the flesh.
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Ilis iexthod la, iii fact, philology run umad. Noue of the Etruscan iniscrip-
tions are Inter than. the second cenitury B.C. ; while the earliest exaieples
of Basque literature bcleng te tho tifteeiith century of our ora. And
Basque bias changed se mnclin thme last tliroe centûries that, ie the words
of iM. Blabé, "lit la very ditfiý,uIt, whoen it la not impos4sible, to translate the
early texts." Imagine, therefore, what changes moust have taken place in
seventeen centuries. Yet Professor CJampbell seeks to connect Basque
with Etruscan aimply on the basis cf similarity of seund ! Nor does ho
take note of the fact that no language lias been se largely affected by for-
eigni influence. Ho even seeks te prove lus case by citing words as
genuine Basque which. begin witlî the letter Ri, althougli it is a common-
place with Basque acholara that ne word iii tlmat lauguage begins with R.
We fear that the charge of being ami " unsciemitific people," which a great
living philologist made agaimiat (Janadiana, lias net been ref uted by Etruria
Capta.
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A PRINCE OF THSE BLOOD. By Jaines A. Payn. Toronte: William Bryée.
Mr. Payal lias almoat always aîmîomîg tie dranatis personoe of bis novels

a youiig and lovely heiress, aîîd, very ofteîî, a cruel and unscrupulouà
guardian. Iu this one we have both, aiid a very plucky and persevering
lover; and, as usual, the course cf truc love is anything but smooth. To
retaim i s control of lier fortumne amîd te separate lier effectually from ber
lover, the guardian. deterinines te take lus ward (and niece) with hlm te
India. The voyage is disastrous te ah, and fatal te hiie and others. The
ves sel oucoureters a terrifie temmpeat on the Indiami Ocean, and is ultimately
drivepa, a total wreck, on the shore cf ami unimhabited island. On this islamd
the survivor8 of the passeîîgers and crew muake themsoives as comfortable
as circumatances will permit. Tbc "' Prince cf the Blood " la the son and
beir cf the native chief cf a neighbouring island. Tbis very admirable
youlig man fallu madly ie love with the beroine, wlîo, thinking bier Englishi
lover lias perished at sea, likes the Prince encugli te promise to inarry him.
The atory toilas how she escaped theo splendid misery cf being queen of a
Malay ibland.

THiE ISLES 0F THE PRINCES, OR THE PLEASURE5 0F PaitNKipo. New York:
G. P. Putname's Sons. Toronto : Williansomî and Comnpany.

During tlîe sumner cf 1886 the author, thon Uniited States Minister at
Constantinople, resided with his famnily at Prinkipo, eue cf the Princes
Islands, a little group of nine in the Sea cf Marmora, attractive for the
beauty cf their scenery and interosting for their historical and pootical
associations. In this volume, wbich bias a mnap nd a number cf illustra-
tiens, Mr. Cox very graphically describes the scemîery and climate cf the
islands, their people and producta, their ruina and antiquities and their
historical and ether associations. Lt may not be quite so fuît cf humeur
as eue miglit expeot from Mr. Cox's reputation, but it is nevertheless a
very pleasantly writtcu anîd entertainiîig book.

SADDLE AND SABRE. By llawley Smart. Torontoe: William Bryce.
Those wbo have read Frern Post te Finis/i and Bad te Beat will nced

ne words cf commendation te induce theuî te openî the pages cf Saddle
anîd Sabire. There is much about races and Ilfmîvourites," and turf tricks
and turf disasters, about garrison dissipations and usurers' exactions, and
some interestingehapters descriptive cf bard wcrk and bard fightiug in India.
Thougli there is mîch. iii the bock suggestive cf its predecessors, it is full
of fresb and somnetinies oxciting incidents. These wbo have been readimîg
it in the Graphic will bic glad te get the complote stery in the neat form
lu wimich. Mr. Bryce bias brougbt eut the Canadian edition.

MAJOR LAwutENci, F.L.S. By Hon. .Emily Lawless. New York : Henîry
Holt and Company.

Major Lawrence is net a brilliant novel, but it would ho l)erhaps
unjuat te describe it as a duIl eue. At the start eue is almnost led te sup-
pose that the stery is te be eue of life in India ; but the incidents are aIl iii
England and France amîd Italy, whiere the Major speeda a few briof fur-
loughs. Old Lady Mordaunt is a bright character and the best lu tIme
book. Lady Adelaide la nmore pictureaque as a child than as a wife and
mother ; and the Majô'r-well, the Major is another "l Dolibin," but with-
eut Dobbin's personal ungainliness.

KALOOLAa. By W. S. Maye. New York:' G. P. Putnam's Sons.
Toronto: Williamsen and Company.

The great popularity cf atonies cf adventure lias doubtiesa caused the
publishers to bring eut thmis new and handsomely illustrated edition of
-IC'aloolah. Lt is, as every eue knows, a very sensatienal romance, and as
full cf marvelleus incident and thrilling adventure as auy lover cf this
sert of literature could desire. It was firat puhlisbcd some twenty-flve or
thirty years ago, and the fact that this really finle editien is the Ilthirtieth
theusand "ia sufficieut evideuce cf the wide and continued popularity cf
the book.

ONE TRÂVELLER RETURNS. By David Christie Murray and H. Hermann.
Toronto : William Bryce.

We caunot conceive what induced the publislmer te brng eut a Cana-
dianl edition cf this very wertbless story. Any possible merit it may
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