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are the triumphs of the Tonic Sol-Fa system to that ?1 Follows the inspired,
though inglorious instructor in i he "art of reflned piano-playîng," who
grandly dispenses with ail technique. " That will corne of itself," he says.
"No scales, no exercises, no finger movement, no wrist dislocation with
'ne. Ail nature, pure nature, and talent. We aid it, of course. We
encourage it, but we neyer fatigue it, provoke il, or alarm it." And the
refrain, "no scales, no exercises, no exercises, no scales," gets waf ted about
somehow to the ears of the inactive rich or the disheartened seedy, and
gradually a knot of interested pupils is formed around the kind-heartedI
professor, who promises themn so many good things in the name of emanci-
Pation.

There is next the teacher by proxy. This gentleman or lady (just as
fiany nowadays of the latter) sends out a circular informing the public
that he is a " pupil of -. " It used always to be Liqzt, or perhaps
Thalberg. But now it lias spread to Plaidy, Kullak, Kiiller, Mosclieles,
Elallé, Reinecke, Jadassolin, Macfarren, Sherwood, Maas, etc., etc., why
8weIl the list I Besides that fact, he states no other qualification; he
8irnPlY takes it for granted that it is quite sufficient, and in many cases it
i8, but the public must remember that a good teacher may send out a good
PuIpil, wbo may yet turn out a bad teacher. There is finally the anatomi-
cal teacher who insists on bis piano student making: a study of the tendons,
the muscles, membranes, and bones of the hand before they commence the
Practice of technique. The physiological side of the art is thus developed
to a degree undreamt of by the mere teacher of notes, who, however, lias
usually a good deal to say for his own, and more generally accepted,
Inethod. lIt is most likely that the great virtuosi of the past, as well as
of the present, have known painfully littie about the physiological side of
their art.

0f curiogities among music-dealers, commonly called the "'trade," or
aiuong composers, or among critics, how mnany and varions ! The seedy
German who " fixes up " your compositions, "chords down " your darling
lfelody, the bandmaster who supplies "parts" in a back street at a nominal
suUI, the Young lady who imparts the "Leipsic method " at $2.50 a month,
the decayed aristocrat wbo plays the upright piano in a slouched bat on
fine days in the Park, the average musical reporter-with him shaîl the
list stop.

THE Saturday Popular Concerts attract a certain number of visitors,
despite counter attractions at the theatres. The idea is a good one, and
tbe Performance equally good; the names of E. W. Schuch, Churchill
Arlidge, and Sims Richards being identified with the project.

-AN organ recital was given on the Jarvis Street Baptist Churcli organ,
st Friday, by the recently-appointed organist, Mr. Harrison. Notwith-

standing its being a stormy night, a fairly large audience gathered to hear
the excellent programme provided, which included the 4th Mendelssohn
Son1ata and an arrangement of Wagner's Lohengrin.

PROGRAMMES have reached ils of a Christmas Carol Concert in Ottawa,
an1d also of the first Philharmonic Concert of the season. Part-songs, a
piano solo by Miss Lampman, and a song by Miss liowden constituted the
evening's entertainment. s

LITERAR Y GUSSIF.
Tagn larpers have secured the services of Mr. John Foord, who until a few weeks

scewas editor of the Brooklyn Union. Previous to assuming the latter position Mr.
Pioord was editor of the New York Times, and being well versed in literary soatters ha is
a vaual addition to the Harper corps of writers and editors. Mr. Foord will be more
81Penia1bY COnnected with Harper's Weekly.

TEIE editor of the Boston Home Journal bas succeeded in obtaining quite a valuable
aud 'flteresting series (, unpublisbed letters written by the poet Longfellow. The corres.
Pondenca covers the las.t fifty years of the poet's life, and contains letters, many of thema
'If gýreat value and interest. The documents are to be published in a series in the Home
Jeornal, the first of which appears this week.

Miss GEORGIA CAYvAiN bas finished ber maiden literary effort, aud tbe article is to
lia printed in the February Brook 1iln Magazine, under the titie, "Young Women and the
Stage." Mis,% Oayvan bas written in answer to the question, "Can you advise Young
""Il," to adopt the stage as a profession ?" and bier arguments pro and con. make most

'1treein reading. I bave juet flnisbed an advance reading of the article, and it shows
itS author to Ile almoet as clever a writer as she undoubtedly ie au actress.

TsvE success wbicb Canadian writers, dealing with Canadian topics, are meeting witb
Insong the leading Ame,,ican periodicals je very noteworthy at present. We bave already

dwnattention to tbe series of articles from the peu of Mr, J. Macdonald Oxley, of
Ottawa, now appearing lu the coscnopoliten. The samne writer bas two different series of

articles upon Our winter sports at present running in Harper's Young People and Our
routh of New York, the former being ap1 )ropriately jîîustrated. W~e also un(lerstand
that both Mr- Oxley and Mr. Duncan Scott (of Ottawa likewise) have been s0 fortunate
as te Place MSS. witb tbe new Scribseer's Magazine, wbiie Mr. Farrar, editor of the Mail,

il, said to bave e ntered tbe Ilcbarmed circle of the Atlantic Monthfy, " with au article uponj Prech -Catîadian Life aud Manuers.
eVR. Gp'o)Ro 5 W. CABLE'S work on the platform le almoet at an eud for this season,

aud it le, bis intention to, devote the increased leisure tbus allowed bini to literary work.

M.Cable is now reading the proofs of bis story, " Grande Pointe," whicb le to appear
eut1ir. lu the Century for March. Tt was first designed to mun thi8setory lu serial for-,

but tbl5 intention, it now appears, bas been abaudoried, and the reader will be able to

'7e"d it atl igestig Mm. Oahle's third ancl concluding story of the Acadian series

i'01 also3 be Pubîished iu the Cent ,itry, probably lu tbe May or âmue number.Uonti

"Go' the author ia now busy. It wlll be soinewhat longer than either " Carancro " or
&Cf raude Pointe,, "aud will contain nearly aIl the saine characters wltb whicb tbe readers

ofthe two Previous stories have become familli.r. No title bas as yet been given the
'tOrcl but it wilî probahly takle its naine fromn one of the ragions occupiad by the people

ildscribes. Tbe tbree storias have a connectiiig thread, aud will make a complete nove1

4b, i'4ed lu book form after the publicationi of tbe third story.
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