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reinfarced by the syncretistic plîilosophy of later Greece, %vhich

blended the thought of Hellas, the nmysticisnl of the East and

the ritual of Egypt in the maost clîariflg of mixtures, and in

J ulian's day it mighit seem stronger, larger anl( richer tlîan ever

before, especiallv if the believer wvilled to believe, as Julian did.

His Christianity hiad been sjncere, if enmotional mcerely, and his

conversion wvas genuine, if it too rested chielly on the emiotions.

He had communion 110w wvith Mithras and the gods, lie had the

conscjousness of being their prophet and of restilig on their sup)-

port, and after Al ývas clear by the deatm of Constantitis, lie

înight freely indulge in the miost delightful celebrations.

I t wvill be of intcrest ta read in bis own i words %vlhat bis re-

ligion meant for lim. Ifle hiad galle ta Atîjens alrecady a H elleni

in heart, and tîjence lie %vas suinimwied to Milan, to bc muade

Caesar eventually,' though this %vas miot qîjîte cîcar at hirst.

"\Vhat floods of tears and %vlat %vailings 1 poured fortl,' lie

writes to the Athenians, ' ,11ow% 1 lifted upiny m> lands ta ya)ui

Acropolis, \vhen this sumiflofls caille ta mie, and besoughit Athenat1

to save lier suppliant and nat forsake 111e, inaîy of youi sav and

eati testify; and above ail tlîe goddess hierseif, how 1 asked tlîat I

miglît die there in Athens rather than face that journCy. rîîat the

goddess did nat bctr-ay nor for-sake ber suppliant, slue slmewcd by

what she did. For site led the way for tue everyvliere and set

around me an every side angels (or iuessengers) fromn the Suin

and Moan ta guard mie. And it befel tOins. 1 went ta Mfilan

and lived in a suburb. Thither Etsebia uised often ta senti ta

me iii a kindly spirit anid bid nie baldly wvrite for wliatcver I

would. I wrate lier a letter, or ratdier a supplication, %vithl an-

guage af thiý nature, 'Sa nmay yau have hieirs, so inày Gad give

youi such and suich, send nie homne as saaln as passible ;' but theri

I tlrought it iruiglit not be safe ta send sicîli a letter ta the palace

ta the Emiperar's %vife. Sa I besauglît the gads by niglit ta shew

mne whether I ought ta seîid the document ta the Emipress. And

they threateîîed tue \vith a sharrnefll death if I sent it. And

*See note on P, 249.

tThe hymnn of Proclus to Athena is an intere5ting paraile]. 1 lePrays Athena

of the Athenian Acropolis for mental light 'forgivCfess of sin, freedom)n from disense,

a fair gale on the voyage of life, childre., wife and wealîh, oratory and erninence

J" 2i i Po;.irocluS, àt maY be added, \vas the phîlosophet' of the

5th Century A.D. who wvon the Proud title Of O i '<>>< hc successur L.e. of

Plato!


