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themn bas not raised themn greatly in is
f avor. Occasional higli prices do flot
recompenise himi for the timeis when lits
perishable stutt.s have to be almost givent
away to avoid their spoiiing on bis hiands.

Harvest apples, instead of finding a
market as thty wouid with means of pire-
serving them, season after season, fal
fromn the trees and remain untouched.
The prices of fail and winter apples are
often reduced ruinously by insufficient
preservation in their carniage to the Eng-
lish market. The resuit of ail this is tbat
tbe farmer is at the mercy of tbe specula-
tor, and the speculator himself is greatiy
handicapped by the risks lie is compelled
to face.

CoId storage stations meain propenly
equipped refrigerators of a large size
where such perishable stuifs cati be stored
by the farmer to tide over a glutted
mearket, to Iengthen the season of coni-
sumption, or to chili and prepare the pro.
duce for transportation to the for-
eign market. They reduce sucli stuffs
more ta the basis of wheat 3%vhich cani lie
kept until the demand cornes for it.

Such refrigeration means that the mer-
chant, where sucli a cold store is coniven-
ient, can buy perishable produce of the
farms as bie needs it, without runining the
present great risk of having a large quan-
tity wholiy decompose or bQcomeý par-
tially unsaleable from decay. Th'le con-
sumer too, will lie miucl less likely ta pur-
dbase partially decayed stuifs for bis table.

Large cold stores have already been
erected by companies at a number of
points tbrougbout the Province, sucli as
London, St.. Cartharines, Hlarniston and
Toronto. A private cold store was this
sumnier erected by M.\r. E. D> Smith, one
of the Most prominent fruit growers of
the Grimsby district. The Dominion
Goverrament has for the past three seasons,
carried oni an experimiental coid store at
Grimsby, with a view of exploiting the
sbipment of fruit to tbe English market,
with the most promising results.

When, however, these cold storage sta-
tions are placed througbout the country,
their benefits to be participated in by the
farmers ini somiewbat the same manner as
cheese factories are now managed, their
true worth will lie realized, and it becomes
a matter in whichi township and county
counicils particularly should be interested.

Construction vs. Maintenance.

Apart fromn the benefits to be derived
from placing tbe main roads i charge of
the county council, it was feit by the
Roads Reform Convention whicb met in
Toronto Iast month, tbat a systemn of
county roads offered also the most feas-
ible plan for applying any assistance
whicb the Provincial Govemrment could
afford for road improvement. Large
suins have been spent by township, coun-
ty, Provincialiand Dominion governmiýentP'
on railways andi canais. The people of
the country are but awakening to the fact
that the common highways form as im-

portant a factor in a system of transport-
ation as do either railways or canaIs, they
have already cost us qitite as much as
botb put together In view of the coin-
pleteness with which railways intersect
the country, andi the state of perfection
which our canais have reacheti, the Pro-
vincial G;overnment is certainly acting in
barmony with the wishes o! the people, in
directing its efforts toward roati improve-
ment.

State aid is applied in nearly every
country wbere country roatis are what
they shouli lie. It is the only means of
properly enlisting the support o! the
cities ti roand improvement as in the case
of railways and canais. lin view of the
condition in which many o! the leading
roatis have been placed througbout the
Province, it is regardeti as the only just.
mecthoti of distributing Provincial aid, to
grant it for maintenance rather than first
construction. In this way, too, whule IL
wouid lie impracticable for the govern-
mient to grant so large a sumn as would lie
of miatenial benefit in first construction,
ain annual appropriation distributeti over
a terni of years wiil in the end amount to
a greater sum.

Not only so, but the maintenance of
roais is undoubtedly the most important
factor in obtaining good roads, anti at the
same tinie, it is the factor most Iikely to
be neglecteti. To grant money for the
construction o! roatis while at the same
bine no0 greater attention is paid to main-
tenance andi repairs than at present, would
be an extravagant andi wasteful application
of funds. It is ti the repair of roatis
rather than in first construction that the
people o! this country need most ta lie
educated.

Begin N'ow.

No municipality in Ontaria is sa well
governed -in none are the public works sO
complte-that some progressive mecasure
canniot bie adopted with ativantage. With
the council as a body, witb the councîlior
individually, constant îndustry is the price
of success. Andi every counicillor who
does not propose to earnestiy devote him-
self, during the coming year, to the duties
or rather privileges of bis office, but wbo
is willing to rest satisfied with the honor
conferreti by bis election is unworthy of
the trust imposeti upon hilm.

It is not to be inferreti that, in order to
achieve success, it is necessary to rush
recklessly ito soine changes merely
because it is known to bce needeti. There
must lie mature consideration, so that the
wisest plans may be adopted ; and wbile
reforms shoulti not bc delayeti until the
last man i the municipality is in favor o!
them, nevertheless tbere shouii lie a cer-
tain tiegree of attention paid tu popular
feelings and prejudices.

Most mnen, it is true, are too prone to
delay in favnr o! public opposition. Coun-
ciliors shoulti le the leaders of their con-
stituents, and their educators. Where
popular feeline-la against the needeti
change, it sbould bie the first task of the

councillor to removc the opposing preju-
dices to such a degree that action miay bce
taken. Every opportuinity shouii lie
taken ta lay the proposeti reformi before
the peopleý,, at public meetings, on the
street, in the counicil chamber, tbrougb
the public press. To sulimit a question
to popular vote, even if failure is certain,
is one o! the most potent ways o! direct-
ing public thought in the right channel.

If a councillor does not know in wbat
direction a progressive measure shoulti be
taken, bis first dulty wiil lie to maks a close
study o! local conditions, acquaint himiself
with imiproved methotis in other districts,
make himself miaster of the situation, and
lie will then be ti a position to render the
best possible service to bis municipality.
H1e should study closely matters relating
to roadrnaking, drainage, water supply,
sewerage, sidewalks, tree planting, culvert
and bridge construction. Nonte of the
many details of municipal miethods and
improvements shouli lie overlooked,
wbether in miatters of actual conissruction,
or of financiering andi supervision. Econ-
omy anti efficiency should always be taken
together, nieither of them alone.

Nor should counicils nor tbe counicillor
delay in these mattersi. Fromt January to
May are the uiost important moliths o!
the counicillor's year. It is then that plans
andi preparations are matie andi public
interest awakened. The defeat o! many a
councillor at the last elections was due to
the fact that he tieiayed bis activity until
summrrer;- summer passed before bis plans
were completed, andi in the fail it was too
late to carry tbem out.

Now is the time for the counicil andi
couincillor to decide upon the course o!
action to lie followed. Steps shouldi at
once lie taken to educate and prepare
public feeling. Before summer cornes,
plans and preparations shouli lie well In
bandi, and the counicil ready to commence
actual work.

Rural Water Supplies.

Re:ference bas been made froni timie to
tune to the unfortunate absence o! proper
santation tbroughout the rural districts,
'l'lie surrounidings and employments are,
many o! them, conducive to health and
iongevity, but from the neglect ta take
necessary precautions in other matters,
farming, as commonly founti, is not the
most bealtby occupation, in spite of its
seeming advantages in that respect. There
undoubtedly is, tlirougbout the townships,
a neglect, perbaps a lack of kniowledge of
the laws o! beýalth.

One important detail of sanitation very
frequently neglecteti bas receiveti the
attention of the Dominion Chemist, in the
last report o! the Department of Agricul-
ture. Samples of well water frofi farms
througbout Canada ivere subjecteti ta
chemical analysis. In ail, about seventy-
five samiples were examined, and of these
only thirty per cent. were passeçi as
from impurity;- sixteen per cent. were
reported as decidedly suspicions, andi


