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Office, 124 Bay Street, or to Post Offico Box 1025,

We wish it to be distinctly understood that we do not
hold ourselves resaonsible for the opirions of correspon-
denta e

Our columns aro open for the discussion of all ques-
tions affecting tho working classes.  All communications
must be : fed by the of the writers, not

necessarily for publication, but as a guarantee ‘of good
faith. .

WILLIAMS, SLEETH & MacMILLAN.

Assembly  Hall.

Mecctings are held in the following order :—

Machinists and Blacksmiths, every Monday
Painters, 1st and 3rd Monday.
Coachmakers, 2nd and 4th Monday.
Crispms, (159), 1st and 3rd Tuesday.
K.0.8.C. Lodge 356, 2nd and 4th Tucsday.
Tinsmiths, 2nd and 4th Tuesday., .
Cigar Makers, 2nd and 4th Wednesday.
Iron Moulders, cvery Thursday.
Plasterers, 1st and 3rd Thursday.

Trades’ Assembly, 1st and 3rd Friday.
Bricklayers, 1st and 3rd Friday.

Ceopers, 2nd and 4th Friday.
- Printers, 1st Saturday.

Bakers, every 2nd Saturday.

Trades

-@he Onturio  IWorkwan,
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TO SUBSCRIBERS.

We have sent accounts to those of our
Subscribers who are in arrears, and hope
that they will remit the amounts with-
out delay. We know people are apt to
think ¢ Mine is only a very small mat-
ter, it won’t make mpch difference,”
but when these small amounts, scatter-
ed over various parts of the province,
are multiplied by tens aud hundreds, it
becomes a matter of importiance to the
publishers that each subscription should
be paid promptly. The publication of
s newspaper is attended with a very
conpidersble outlay of money and en-
ergy, and we trust our readers to whom
we have, and may yet, send acconnts,
will strengthen our hands by prompt
remittances— Verbum sat saplienti.

CO-OPERATIVE HOMES.

Thisis a snbject which, for some time
past, has been claiming sttention in New
York and other American cities. The'
dangers and inconveniences of life in
* large cities have long ere this arrested
the attention even of the most careless..
Tt has been estimated that in the tene-
ment houses of New York the annual
mortality has been one in eleven, while
in Boston, washed by salt water on three
sides, tho death rate among children
during a hot summer, is shown to be as
high as a thousand in one hundred days.
This fact aldne, without tuking into
consideration -the dangers to ‘morality
. which ‘must- result from huddling so
many human bemgs into these confined
spaces, | must convince all that tenement
houses. ar¢ not the best possible vesi-
dences:in which - either to bring up the
‘young'or-to-house men and women on
whose ‘hotilders is the work of the world.

A .And the remedy thatis proposed for this-
-evil is " the, bnxldmg of ...co-operative |
E homea——that ns,.thut o vumber . of work-’

. mgmehnsbould ‘combine together, buy
. ome, tWo, or threehundred acres of land,
it, lle digtudt from the'( ‘city,

1

'pmcood immodiately to built cottages of

= tln'oc or fmu- rooms each, and sell the

oo

| taking.

to'lot.s of. one acre euch, and.

to members of the society 2t cost.. /This ,
plan, if gone about properly, may bo

feasible, but we must confess to having

our doubts whether a sufficient number

of workingmen, with sufficient .capital,

‘will be found to .engage in the under-

WHAT LABOR REFORM MEANS

The advocates of Labor Reform are
oftcn accused of being unpractwal and
wild in their theories. It is said of

| them that they have no-definite idea of

‘what they want, and that their argumeits
are of tho Utoplan and agrarian . scbool
Their history, in. this counectiou, is a re-

| petition of all reformers in times pasi,

and so far it has reiterated the fuct that
those who have once lost their rights
can hope or expeet little from appeals to
justice. In a time like this, when Mam-
mon seems to reign supreme, the hearts
of men become so calloused and harden-
ed to the condition of their less fortunate
brothers, that burning truths glavee oft
and find no lodgment in the recesses of
conscience. Dollars, not men, seems to
be the popular motto with those who
have risen to .affluence, and 'in thia
couvtry, as in Burope, he who toils for
his bread is looked upon, by many, 1s a
sort of necessary evil which is well
coough in its place, but the idea of
clevating “greasy mechanics” to a social
equality with wealthy, genteel loafers
is, according to the "views of shoddy
aristoeracy—most of our aristoeracy is
shoddy—simply preposterous and an
outragoe upon society.

Labor reformers may have made mis-
takes in their efforts to improve the con-
dition of those who earn the’r bread by
the sweat of their brows,and it is very
patural that errors should creep into the
acts of men who attempt to explore néw
and untried theories, though the founda-
tion of those theories, may be as true
and firm as the “rock of ages.”

Labor Reform is in its infancy, and
like a little child it must pecessarily
creep before it can walk, and doubtless

» will receive some falls before ite muscles

become sufficiently firm to sustain its
growing body. Labor Reform has a
true and just cause that must event-
ually grow agood effect.. The inherent
desire in man to govern himself is work-
ing out the problem of man’s duty to
man, and how best to enforce ii when
not done voluntarily. The opponents
of Labor Reform are more ungeaerous,
and go to further extremes in their op-
posit,lon than ever the hottest headed
advocate of poor men’s rights.

The principles of the Labor Party
are, in the main, correct; they are as

-yet somewhat erude perhaps, but they

embody the true elemeuts of justice and
equality, without which no government
can long endure. -Labor Reform meauns
a higher and nobler condition in life
for those that delve for an existence; it
means better education and more refine-
meout for the laboring classes; it meauns
a just division of profits- between labor
and capital. It means true manhood
and true womanhood ; and it means
comfortable shelter, respectable clothing
and outritious and palpable food for
those whose hands produce the necess.
ities and comforts of life; it means the
elevation of ‘men to their true sphere,
and, like crude gold, it will come from
the crucible pure and bright.

THE LABORING CLASSES.
We hear a- great deal from the lec-
turers and orators of the day about the
“laboring classes,” as if the people who
do the work for society were a race
quite distinet from those who are born
to do nothing but enjoy the fruits of

labor ‘without contributing anytting to

the productive wealth of the ccuntry.

And wefind as occasion offers there is
a wide difference ini the general estimate
of .those people whose- avocation ig. toil..
Some of the public teachers—for “those

who make tilking a business are prone :
to claim the right to do the teaching in |*
every department of knowledge, politi- |

ca‘l, rellgxous and moral-—-have “much, to

 eay at times about ‘the dxgmty of labor,".,
and are very- eloguent- -in'impresding

thiel ' duty of labor upon all eiéept them
u!vdl They tell s eontmnolly tbat

every mau-is'born to labor, aud that if

‘Be does not follow that order of nature |

he neither porforms his ‘duty nor fulﬁlla
his dostiny, And it is astonishing. what
a difference there. is, at times, in the re-

bear to wealth and idleness. Just about
the election penod the” laborer figures
]argcly as the hero of society, who holde
in hig hand the destiniés of a nation and
the fate of go;ernment
believo that, not only is the governmont
machine operated by hie will, but that
its work: is exclusively for his benefit.
Atother times when working mon, boing

convinced of the inadequacy "of fine-
drawn theories and flaunting rhetoric to
their wants, procced pmctlc.zlly to take

their own hands, and ‘to organize associ-
ations for self protection, and, by com-
binations, endeavor to cstablish such
rates of wages as will afford them a
decent support, “laboring classes ”’ slide
down in the scale of ‘dignity, and are
regarded a$ unreasonable, tymnmcal and
rebellious ; the powerful arm of govera-
ment is invoked to reduce them to sub-
mission, and legislative wisdom is urged
to subject and restrain them. Then we

opinicns about what we owe to labof,
and to remember only what lubor owes
to capital.

The absurdity of these various and
opposing idcas is apparent; but the re-
conciliation of interests, and the remedy
for the coustantly conflicting cfforts ot
capital and labor toobtain the mastery
remain as fur from adjustmeni as cver.
The truth is, that a want of sincerity
.on the part of political economists, and
the growing conviction among the people
of the hypoeritical character of their
teachers, iy  the cause of the difficulty
and the obstacle to a mutual understand-
ing and an equitable settlement. Now,
when the mercenary orator harangues
the populace about ‘dignity,” und im-
presses the necessity of ‘‘protection” to
secure the interests of laboring people,
it has become manifest that he is not
really pleading the cause of labor, but
only bolstering the rapacity of capitalists,
who get the protection for themselves,
and dole out about as much of its in-
dxrect “benefits’” as they may think fit
for their oporatives, We must under-
stand more thoroughly the hardshipsand
privations of laboring people before we
can fairly judge of their conduct when
under the stringent rule of poverty; and
we should-appreciate the services of those
who relieve us from the burden of duties
we are. wont to ‘‘shirk” and bappily
escape; while they who toil daily, toil
for their own support as well as for the
support of their fortunate nexghbor. The
miner who digs our coal, the scavenger
who cleans our streets, have a daily task
before them, from which most of us
would shrink in horror, and consider
ourselves most unjustly persecuted if we
were obliged to perform ; and yet, this
is the business of their whole lives; for
this they seem to have been born; they
live by it, and. still they live for it.
Surely, this is virtually a condition of
slavery, and perhaps the most intolerable
kind of slavery, where poverty is the
master, and “ecapital” the steward or
overseer. Is it wonderful that the sub-
Jjects of it claim and try to secure a
fair remuneration for their labor ?

Labor has a dignity far above the
factitious importance which selfish poli-
ticians attribute to it, when votes are
needed and money ig running short. In
proportion to its usefulness and the self-
sacrifice involved in it, labor is indeed
honoiable. Thorefore, it _follows that
those avocations commonly regarded the
most menial are the most honorable, and
socioty owes a-dobt of gratitude to all
those who bear'the burden of the haidest
und most disagreeable‘work, which it can
best ieciprocate by a cbeerful remuner-
ation for the most toilsome and cxacting
employment. ~ Plula Sunday Tran-
script, - o G

i 'I‘HE HOUSE
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the Addreéss: LN ) busmesa of mpoi'tance
has been tran ;ed up to the present

'tune.

lations which labor and its “dignity *

He is made to

the management of -their interests in'

are required to recant all' our former

"The Honse, durmg the past. Week,.
vms mainly occupied with the debate on

.- ELECTION OF "OFFICERS. ” |

. TORGNTO mums Assnunw.

At the last regular ;meoting . of ythe
Toronto Trades’ Asgembly, the follow-.
ing officors- were elected :—President,
John -H. Dance;’ Vice-President,” J:
Winnett ; Recordmg Seorotmy, 3.8

"Hetht ;. Financial Secretary, J. Carter;

Sergeautat-Arms, J.- Stephens’; Trus-
tees, J. C. MacMnllnn, A, Scott and A.
Mc(;ormxck

BAKERS.

At the regular mecting of the Jour
neymen Bakers’ Union, held in the
Trades’ Assembly Hall, on the 11th inst.c
the following oﬁicers"were olected for
‘the ensuing six' months:—President,
James A. Boyd; Vice-President, G.|
Perry; Recording Secretary, A. Craw-
ford; Financial Sccretary, G. Love,
Treasurer,M English; Door-keeper, J.
McKnight; Delegatesto‘Trades Assem-
bly, J. A. Boyd, G Perry and M. Eng-
lish.

—ee d

. THE.BALLOT.

We‘have alroady spoken in favor of
the election by ballot, and we are pleas-
ed to notice that Mr. Clarke, of Wél-
lington, gave nutice that he would intro-
duce a bill for taking votes by ballot at
elections of membors of the Logisiative
Assembly of Ontano.. s

(Enmmnmmtmus

HAMILTON

——

(To the Editor of the Ontamo Worlmhn)

DEeAR Sir,—‘‘ Man’s mhumnmty to man”
has produced & new price list for the piece-
workers in the Wanzer Sewing Machine
Factory, the immediate efféct of which list

fifty per cent. This was very.like anew
years gift for those men who in the larger
ness of their hearts went -back.'upon the
Short Time Movement and acccpted the
gilded bait held out to them: last summer.
These men have found to-theirsorrow that
tho way of the transgressor is hard. ' They
find that summer friends ‘cin turn the cold
shoulder 1o their dupes when the snows of
winter block up the .highways and byways
of our land ; and moreovér, they now find
the evil of selishness in not sustaining the
organization that assisted them in their
time of need. Had they continued to sus-
tain that organization it would have been
something to fall back upon ; but failing to
do 80 théy now find' themselves powerless
in the hands .of their humane, considerate
and I had almost said Christian masters ;
but fortunately the Jast name, does not ap-
Py to men who take such undue advantage
of the unfortunate beings who are m their
power for the time.

The best and most spirited of the nien
have already left this little Eden, and more
will follow as opportunities offer. No
doubt every effort will be made to bring
machinists from the country towns to fill
their places; but let all such’ remember
that the price of, firewood and house-rent
will far over—baln.nce any differende in the
rates of pay received by t}:em in their
present situations, and that. which will be
held out to them as an indncement to come
to Hamilton.. Besides, tho taxation is
likely to be very heavy on work.ingmen for
years to come. This point is easily accom-
plished by the gentlemanly: assessors, who,
out of affection for' the:hard-working me-
chanic, value his cottage and. garden up to
the highest cent that their tender con-
soiences will allow them ; whilst on the
other hand they bring the capitalist down
s0 sha.mefully low, that wb only wonder
that “Big Thunder” has not discovered
this new way of keeping Ontario down.

tee to look after iis mls-spent money, our

after our assessors,

The weather has been very severe nlong
the line of _the Grent Western Railway
during the past week the. usual amount
of damage has been,,nmtzuned by the loco-
comotives .on the: line.. for.,engines are
always more liable to .damage when: the
temperature is. about:.10° .above xéro, as.
theére is generally a xtrong breezo blowmg
then. = ‘n. oo

‘We have had srather unusual occurretice
in the yard, which'{ fegret to say has ended
fatally t6 ‘two’ meh :“one, & ﬁrbman, was
killed inistantly ; i'the other, a reguhr yards-
man, mmved a couple of days. -

Jeal e

. the subj uct in, the handi of the jury, .yixo,
it seomf, are doﬁermmed to ma.ke ‘a, afriot
* search. ‘for the real cause of the accident.

I

lelmms Corresponding Seoretary, J.

is to reduce the prices from thirty-five to

If New York wanied a Vlgxlance Cornm1t-' ) '

“As,'the | in
mquest u' -txll pendmg, it is beaf to letve, )
_.on hsndr-not fomncreue of wpges, nor for; .

One'*vbrﬂ‘ abduit your “hrkicle on the
“ worthypoo " gnd first’ lot me aay ‘that

11 heartily éndorse every word you have

said on the euBJeot 'Wha.t T want to lmow B
is the rule’or rules ﬂua very plulo.nthropxc
Aaaocmtlon gwe thelr agonta 80 as to enable
them to; dutmgumh the worthy from the )
lunworthy - Now, it is commonly. Teported,
-and the, thneas says -that there are houneg

'h,celnsod in New York for tho sale of a. .

liquor; which. 'causes- ‘great distress. and -
‘misery ; yea, moreover; it:is even said to -
cause death, and -that among the rich -and-

1 poor alike. .:Nowif:this be so, would it -no#..

“ba well first to furnish .the ‘world 'with a
copy of the standard by which the *“ worthy
poor-dre known, and noxt let these sgents
enquire into the repoit;-and 1f it is found
thdt a revenue is derived from ‘the vite'and
miséry of” the* people, to make it publicly
‘known, Iest our own land fall; mto this
sna.re o Yours, ote.,
e Wommua,
—_——————— e .
OSHAWA SR

(To ‘the Edttor of the Outano Wo;kman. ) )

8ie,—An actof condescension occurred at
tho late municipal election here on the part-
of !the powers' that’ be,-inasmuch as they
actually alloweda workirigtan to be clocted
asa counclllor‘ PIt'may. seem a small mat-
ster'to record, but’ to those who know how !
workingmen in 'thd Oshawa Cabin¢t Factory
and Joseph H&ll Works are'in general im-
portuned at eleoh?np, the fact that so many
of tha . men in tlalose esta.bhshmenta voted
for one of then- own, number, gives us rea-.
son to hope that thoy wxll do better next
tune Lo .
" Tsee by what your Ba.mxlton correspond—

| ent states, that the. bosses. thera: were pre- .
| sent at the polling booths.
.Ca.Brnet Factory. above. referred to, the

~Here, in the

premdent generallyatelectiontimes requests
the voters of' the ‘factory; as & personal
favor, to'vote for hls ¢ ticket.” If he don’t
sncceed the maniager néxt visits them, and,

as was the case at the Inst general electmn,
he will téll any one who may be “nclined to

“vote ‘against the boss that ““ It is no Juse

voting’ ‘against “power, becarse ‘power can re-
taliate”—that generally fetches them,

In the J foseph Hall Works on like ocea-
sions, the presldent, 1f he cannot succeed
in gettmg the yotera in his establishment to .
vote as he wants, he w:ll request them not -
to vote at nll .0T, a8; Iam .informed' was the
case at an election for Schoql Trustees some
time ago, he told a man  that; he “ would
mind him” for votmg contrary to his wishes,
The man referred, to had his. wages cut a
York. shilling: a day- shortly " afterwards ; 3
but, of course, his voting against the boas
had mnothing to do with it—oh, no. One
can scarcely credit that the boss referred to
could be guilty of. such a mean action, but .
when he could dlpcharge the man who for-
warded the petltmn of the men of the Joseph
Hall Works for the “nine hours,” it will
be seen that he is capable of anything.

This is & pnmdxse-—-—a purgatory rather—
for workingmen who may dare to diffor
with the bosses of the two establishments
above mentioned, as your correspondent
can vouch, seeing that he has virtually been
outlawed for having dared to advocate the
nine hours movement, the ex-reeve having
refused the’ protection of the law to your
correspondent, and his family as well, but
nevertheless he hopes to be able.to exist
yet

In answer to a petmon of the men of the
Oshawa Cabinet Factory, to be allowed to
‘quit at five o’¢lock on Saturdays, and loose
the hours, as a punishment they were made
—for the last four or five weeks—to quitat
four o'clock, and loose two hours, the men
being quite ‘agreeable to ‘the arrangement,

Last'Saturday the men were notitied that

_in:future they would have to work till six

o'clo¢k ‘on Saturday Happy men! and
happy bosses. Of course the long winter is
on Juat now. —Yonrs, &e.,

HeaTHER Jock,

., BRANTFORD.

Mr. X L;t_l;l.' Luke has wntten the fol-

-lowing communication to the Courier, and
city wants. a Revmmg Commlttee to. look | 8 !

u.s it may interést many of our craftamen,

_we re-produce it for then' beneﬁt —

B /- N

A.sa)onr prm'gpr,,I came, to. Brantford

.about, Sept. last; 1861, and , found employ-,
.ment in the office of the. ,Da@by ,Z_\(qwa, con-..
.dugted (1) by.ona E;.A. Rexoy. . Before te- -
.ing twenty-foun.hours inthe establishment

Iwas informéd by rthree or .four of thei:

‘joursiwho -were: thien; and - had beenifor a

lenghth of timein’ the’ embloy‘therem, that
if I had not_bitdight money enoiigh”with -

e to'§ pay inj $64¥d’ during the lehgth of

time I ‘intéhaed to” remiain in the News, it
would be be‘ter fo “'mo to leave before I

.....

ours of lnbor,,lg; the. ¢ week hands.” . I
‘doernéd it nob necessary “for me to onter




