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inquiries are incessant as to the result of their
application. Sometimes also it je of great impor-
tance to themn that no delay ehould ta e pace ;'a
favorable season loat je ofteit a serions injury to
the discoverer of some useful invention.

"lThere i8 a principle already existing in our
Patent law (however defective je other respects)
whicb ough'lt in my opinion, to be preserved, what-
ever future amendments may be made: it je thiat
by wbich the Patentee je made the only judge,
and alone responsible for the menit or novelty of
hie invention, leaying to the ordinary tribunale to
decide between parties about the validity of tbe
Patent, as far as the exclusive rights to the use of
the thing are concereed.

Il jeii quite proper for officere connectedl with
the Patent Office to advise applicante, whencver
they have grounde to suspect the worthlessness of
pretended inventions, or the errors of real inven-tors whoee misfortune it je; really to jnveet (as
sornetitmes occurs) thinge whieb have been long
before je operation je the world ; but between tbis
benevoient duty and a binding decision upon the
merits or damanits of alleged inventions there je a
wçide différence. The establishment of snob a
tribunal as a commission of Examinera of Inven-
tions is surrounded with difficultias and dangers
,of every kind. Besides, il i jelt always a service
tto an enthusiastio inveetor to save him from the
itrifiing expense of getting a Patent, for no decision
-of Examiners will weae bum from thie idea. On
4he contrary, ho will rather suspect theni of having
-soins intereet je the rejection than suspect biniseif
of having bae deluded by bis own fancies. In
hie case nothing short of a Patent aed a fair trial,
under the fullest possible legal protection, eau cure
-hlm of bis expectations.

"lAs far as the public interest ie concerned, the
'free grantieg of Patente oaa neyer iiifiict any in-
jury, hecause a recourse in law on the part of the
Patentce would not fail, before a proper tribunal,
*0o elucidate the facî much better than could possi-
bply be done, before a board of exaniieere, 'ivhere,
in nine cases ont of ian, ail the proceedinge would
partake of a superficial exparte cI>aracter.

"lSeveral projecte for the amendmient of our
2atent Lawe, some of them marked by groat abili.
ty, have been submitted to this Pepartment, and
'will be made use of when tbe proper ime bas
arrived to frame a more perfect law, on tbis
interestieg subject.

"lEvery attention Ïe now given in the Depart-
'ment to forwarding tbe dispatch of business gen-
erally, and specially of Patent business; however,
whan, from any reason, it-is impossible to issue a
Patent ats quickly as the inventor would wish iL,
the Departmnent je not always to blame. Some-
times delaye are jncurred by thre parties addressing
their lattera to the Minister personally, oven mnark-
ingthem private, instead of addres8ing them simply
tO TUE BUREAU OP AGRICULTURE. Delays of that
sort have occurred during my absence from Quebec
-either on officiai or other business.

IlIt will be remarked, that. the determination of
publishing in volumnes tha specîfloations and draw-
inge of Patents havin g been arrived at in 1857,
only one volume, aontaieing '258 descriptions of
patented articles bas been completed down to the
.end of the ycar 1864. Sinon October last, every

possible effort bas been made tu obtain fromn the
printer the second volume, in progress sinon 1859,
and there ie now some prospect of havieg the long-
delayed volume shortly ready for distribution."

On this subjeot the Report says:
IlThe subject of Statistics je one of tbe most

vital importance in both an administrative and
scientifie point of view, but jt ie one verT delicate
to deal with. The materials for Statistical infor-
mation are dificult.to colleot, difficult to arrange,
and in the handling tbey require more than ordi-
nary industry and judgment.

IlOur Canadian stati8tics, such as they are, have
flot yet been thoroughly sifted; for hitherto the
staff and the circumstances -of the Department
could flot have permitted it. But the researches
recently made have been quite suffloient to estab-
lish the very painful fact, that the printed reporte
of the two laet Censuses are flot to be reied upon.

" lTo wbat exteet the errors eau now be traved
and oorrected remains for us to ascertain.

"The Board of Registration and Statistios,
created by lw in 1847,. bas flot, apparently, been
'called together more than a dozen times during
the wbole period betwcen the date of its cmeation
and the endoftheyear 1864, No regular minutes
of even these few meetings have been kept, in fact
sucb entries as are found in the Registers of the
Office, are so few, so formai and so meagre, as ti be
perfectly valueles.

IlBesides the. Census reports there is, je this
office, no statistical information to speak of, except
sucb as is to be found in the remaining copies uf
the Blue Book, and in some detached papers.

IlI do mot venture to speak of remedies after so
short a 8pace of time epent je reviewing the state
of the Department farther than to eay, that the
sulijeot je on the tapis, je seriously taken in hand,
and that, at the close of the year 1864, much inter-
est 'ias manifested by the other mem bers of the
Board of Registration and Statiaties, in a project
submitted by us, for its immediate re-organiza-
tien.1"

In conclusion, reference je miade te the Bureau
of Agriculture being Il originally created without
well-defined powers, business of every sort accu-
mulating from year te year, the frequent changes
in the 'political heads' of the Departmonit, 'wbich
gave it almost as many Mlinister8 as years of exis-
tence, and the long interval. betweeen the death of
the ist Secretary, Mr. William Hutton, in 1861,
and the appointaient of the present Deptity-head
je Auguet last," being causes fully sufficient to
account for the unsatisfactory state of' the Depart-
ment during the intervai; the acting secretary
(Mr. Campbell) baving tu carry on the Dcpaitmient
from day to day, for nearly four years, without the
adequate official powars.

Truth always fits. It je always congrucus and
agrees with itsef. Every tmuth in the ueiverse
aigreeà with ai othere.


