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closely resembling a monopoly, it is impor-
tant to know how far the control of its tariff

will be a matter of law or the right of con-
trol will continue to be vested in the legisla-
ture.

OUR WOOLLENS INDUSTRY.

The manufacture of woollen goods in Can-
ada, which is now assuming iiportant pro-
portions, is nainly the growth of recent
years. Up to about the year 1860, the pro
ducts of Canadian woollen nills were far
froni show ing either variety or great elegance.
They were, for the most part, confined
to linsey-wo lsey, coarse fi-annels, and the
miterial known as "Canada Grey." To
sell a case of Canadian tweeds in those davs
required as much effrt as would dispose of a
train-load now. The Messrs. Barber tf Streets-
vill, McKechnie of CO bourg, McKinnon of
Caledonia, H unt and Elliot of P. eston, and
Lomas of Sherbrooke, were arnong the
then prominent makers. They turned out
only plain goods, substantial and of sound
value. For any fine trouserings or "n(obby "
pattern tweeds, the swells <f those days and
their tailors looked to Britain.

About the close of the A nerican war,how-
ever, our woollens trade seemeil to take a
fresh start. A nunber f mills of an in-
proved description were built from 1865 to
1869, the manufacture of a higher class of
fabrics was attenpted, and the home made
began to take the place of the inported arri-
cle for ordinary wear. People were at first
shy of the new product, but gradually began
to find tiere was good wear in it. Allowing
for sone defects at first in color and in finish,
its substance and durability were unques-
tionable, and it grew in favor. Like ail new
enterprises, this one had to go through its
experimental stage ; and in establishing
their new enterprise, manufacturers had to
learn, and indeed to unlearn. ma<-ny things.
It is not surprising, therefore, that a good
deal was lost, in both tine and money, by
the earlier makers of fine woollen goods il
Canada.

Mr. George Stephen, of Montreal, was
among the first to perceive the opening for
this important industry, and lie engaged in
it with characteristic enterpriseand thorough-
ness. Practical men, such as Mr. Rosamond,
who froni Waterloo County went to Al-
monte, and Mr. Paton of Sherbrooke, exerted
themselves in the work with skili and per-
sistence, and in spite of many discourage-
ments and temporary drawbacks-believing
in the future of the trade-their perse-
verance has been rewarded with a success
which is worthy of the efforts made. The
products of Sherbrooke and of Almonte not
only cormand approval and extensive use

by the people of the Dominion, but have much as is furnished tu the city, "18 prodtced
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witnessed a remîarkable extension of what
was for a time a struggling industry. Mills
at Peterboro, Galt, Perth and Valleyfield
were established for the manufacture of Ca-
nadian tweeds. These were followed by
the erection of factories at Ginelph, St.
Hyacinthe and Newcastle, for flannels ; at
Cornwall and St. Hyacinthe for blankets;
at various points for yarna ; at Paris,
Strathroy, Coa icook, Mntreal and Toronto,
for knitted underwear ; while the mills at
Almonte, Smith's Falls, Galt and Guelph, for
hosiery, Cardigan jackets, woven capg,
aud nubias, anong the latest achievements
in this line, were doubtless largely
fostered by, if they were not the distinct re-
sult of, the protective tîriff of the present
Gavernment. Althongh the material used
in these goods is much more largely Cape
and Australian than Canadian wool, still a
decided stimulus has of late years been
given to the growth of home wool as well as
to its price. The successful development of
the woollen manufacture in Ontario and
Q ebec, appears to have been not without its
effect in the M ritime Proviness. While a
considerable market has been iound there,
for the products uf the two provinces first
seamed, Nova Scotia has begun to send west-
ward her distinctive make, knowa as etofe
(li pays, or Haifax cloth.

We have been at sone pains during a few
nonths past, to ascertain what nay be the

extent of woollen manufacture in the Domi.
nion, and by means of circulars to the mills,
and enquiries of their agents and of the
wholesale trade, to arrive at an estimnate of
the present number of mills, and the des-
cription and value of their product. We
give t -d:y the resu't of our inquiries in par,
and shall return to the subject in a future
i sne.

The annual product of the 79 mills, for
which we have estimates, is about $4,250,0 J0.
The other nills on this Ontario list will turn
out perhaps $700,000 worth of goods. The

Qîebec mills named turn out annually chse
upon $200,000 worth, making the total out-
turn for both provinces in the vicinity of
seven million dollars. The custom mills
and smaller factories we shall deal with
shortly.

THE GAS USED IN TORONTO.

A special committee of the City Council
reports strongly against the quality of gas
supplied by the Consumers' Company, in
Toronto. " Water gas," the report says,

dangerous extent." Water gas, made by tho
Strong " process, we would renark, is not

necessarily made of anthracite coal: it can

be made from any kind of coal. Petroleiln'

there is no doubt, is an objectionable ingre-
dent.

This kind of gas can be nade at very

trifling cost. Steaim is used, for one reasons
0

because the whole of water is combustible

and only the gaseous parts of coal are. The

water gas is perhaps les, adapted for ill"

nating than for heating purposes ; it is, in

the op nion of somne good judges, the fuel Of

the future, and if applied to that purpOse,

an immense economy would be eflected.

The report, instead of giving an analys -
of the Toronto company's gag, gives'a

analysis of gas furniished by the fV11îis'o

Gas C,>. of New Y,,rk, last summer. Tili8,
we need not say, is not scientific. There iO

nothing to show that the two kinds of

are identical. The Toronto comlpany .
hich 10

a right to be tried by its own gas, rhi

probably bad enough. In the NO"

sample, the analysis shows 26-18 of carboO'
oxide, while ordinary coal gis is said tdie'

tain only 4-167 of that poisonous ingre

The report states that the use of waiter
aonhas been prohibited in many placesd what-

count of its poisonons qualities ; an sows'
ever may be the fact, the statelet The
that there is roonm for fùr ber inquiry. froh

number of deaths which have occurre

gas escape of late is put down to thich the
sive quautity of carbonic oxideS

gas contains. We slould say that thigh;
very dangerous when used as a n culiarly
for when the buruers fur up it 1 does Dot
liable to go ont. The conimittee ', t d

believ . that lava tipi have anytho
with the filling up of burners ; an t cogu'
not very conclusively we think, o the0
pany's proposai to change five t ron liser
foot burneis, that the cost to 25 to
would be raised in the proportion of i
15, without getting any more ga g.

surely this result would happen O t;

gas passed the meter and was through tbr
because the gas cannot pass through the

burners that there is s0 little lig grtend

The company can hardly long' pred

that " the experinment "l they -arel reYedy
has not failed. They may h it, for
the evil without coIulsi«n ey regard
the public will not ttolerate wracticed uPu
as the imposition now bein1g Prac
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