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clusely resembling a menopoly, it is impor-
tant to know how far the control of its tariff
will be a matter of law or the right of con-

trol will continue to be vested in the legisla-
ture.

OUR WOOLLENS INDUSTRY.

The manufacture of woollen gnods in Can-
ada, which is now assuming important pro-
purtions, is mainly the growth of recent
years. Up to about the year 1860, the pro-
ducts of Canadian woollen wills were far
from showing either variety or great elegance.
They were, for the most part, coufined
to linsey-wo lsey, coarse flannels, and the
material known as “Canada Grey.” To
sell a case of Canadian tweeds in those days
regnired as much effurt as would dispose of a
train-load now. The Messrs. Barber of Streets-
villo, McKechnie of Cobourg, McKinnon of
Caledunia, Hunt aud Eiliot of P.eston, and
Lomas of Sherbrovke, were among the
then promiuent makers. They turned out
only plain goods, substantial and of sound
value. Fur any fine trouserings or “nobby ”
pattern tweeds, the swells of those days and
their tailors looked to Britain.

About the close of the American war, how-
ever, our woollens trade secemed to take a
fresh start. A number of mills of an im-
proved description were built from 1865 tu
1869, the mauufacture of a higher class of
fabrics was attempted, and the home made
began to take the place of the imported arvi-
cle for ordinary wear. People were at first
shy of the new product, but graduatly began
to find there was good wear in it. Allowing
for some defects at first in colorand in finish,
its substance and durahility were uuques-
tivnable, aud it grew in favor. Like all new
enterprises, this one had to go through its
experimental stage; and in establishing
their new enterprise, wanufacturers had to
learn, and indeed to uulearn. many things.
It is not surprising, therefore, that a good
deal was lost, in both time and money, by
the eurlier makers of tine woollen goods in
Canada.

Mr. George Stephen, of Montreal, was
among the first to perceive the opening for
this important industry, and he engaged in
it with characteristic enterpriseand thorough-
ness. Practical men, such as Mr. Rosamond,
who from Waterloo County went to Al-
monte, and Mr. Paton of Sherbrooke, exerted
themselves in the work with skill and per-
sistence, and in spite of many discourage-
ments and temporary drawbacks—Dlelieving
in the future of the trade—their perse-
verance has been rewarded with a success
which is worthy of the efforts made. The
products of Sherbrooke and of Almonte not
only command approval and extensive use

by the people of the Dominion, but have'
received the highest encomiums when exhi- |

bited in competition with the world at the
Centennial Exhibition and in Paris, and
they are sold in Victoria and in New South
Wales. The last ten or fifteen years have
witnessed a remarkable extension of what
was for a time a struggling industry. Mills
at Peterboro, Galt, Perth and Valleytield
were established for the manufacture of Ca-
nadian tweeds. These were followed by
the erection of factories at Guelph, St.
Hyacinthe and Newcastle, for flannels ; at
Cornwall and St. Hyacinthe for blankets ;
at various points for yarns; at Paris
Strathroy, Coa icook, Montreal and Toronto,
for knitted underwear ; while the mills at
Almoute, Smith’s Falls, Galt and Guelph, for
hosiery, Cardigan jackets, woven caps,
aud nubias, among the latest achievements
in this line, were doubtless largely
fostered by, if they were not the distinct re-
sult of, the protective tiriff of the present
Government.  Althongh the material used
in these goods is much more largely Cape
and Australian than Canadian wool, still a
decided stimulus has of late years been
given to ths growth of home woul as well as
to its price. The successful development of
the woollen manufacture in Ontario and
Quebec, appears to have been not without its
effect in the Muritime Provinces. While a
considerable market has been found there,
for the products of the two provinces first
named, Nova Scotia has begun to send west-
ward her distinctive make, knowa as etoffe
duw pays, or Halifax cloth.

We have been at some pains during a few
mnonths past, to ascartain what nay be the
extent of woollen manufacture in the Domi-
nion, and by means of circulars to the mills,
and enquiries of their agents and of the
wholesale trade, to arrive at an estimate of
the present number of mills, and the des-
cription and value of their prodnct. We
give t)-dsy the resu't of our inquiries in par-,
and shall return to the subject in a future
i-sue,

The annual product of the 79 mills, for
which we have estimates, is about $4,250,0.0.
The other mills on this Ontario list will turn
out perhaps 700,000 worth of goods. The
Quebec mills named turn out annually close
upon $200,000 worth, making the total out-
turn for both provinces in the vicinity of
seven million dollars. The custom mills
and smaller factories we shall deal with
shortly.

THE GAS USED IN TORONTO.

A special committee of the City Council
reports strongly against the quality of gas
supplied by the Consumers’ Company, in
Toronto. ‘ Water gas,” the report says,
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such as is furnished to the city, *is produced
by passing steam over and throngh anthra-
cite coal, with an admixture of crude coal
oil, and as the steam is decomposed bY
the ignited carbon, the hydrogen is set frees
aud carbonic oxide is produced to & most
dangerous extent.” Water gas, made by the
“ Strong” process, we would remark, i8 not
necessarily made of anthracite coal: it can
be made from any kind of coal. Petroleuth
there is no doubt, is an objectionable ingré”
d.ent.

This kind of gas can be made at very
trifling cost.  Steam is used, for one reaﬁfn”"!
because the whole of water is cumbustlb]e
and ouly the gaseous parts of coal are. Th.e
water gas is perhaps less adapted for ill'“"‘f'
nating than for heating purposes; it is, 18
the op nion of some good judges, the fuel ©
the future, and if applied to that purpos®
an immense economy would be etfccted:

The report, instead of giving an analy":
of the Torouto company’s gas, Kives :l
analysis of gas furnished by the Mumcifit‘
Gas Co. of New Yurk, last summer- T 19,
we need not say, is not scientific. There
nothing to show that the two kinds of .
are identical. The Toronto compan.yh 8
a ight to be tried by its own gas, WPy
probably bad enough. In the Ne¥ poni®
sample, the analysis shows 26°18 of €37 con”
oxide, whils ordinary coal gas is said u:iiellf"
tain only 4:167 of that poisonous ingré

The report states that the use of w,,tf’:
has been prohibited in many place® owhat‘
count of its po:sonous gualities ; “nt sho
ever may be the fact, the stateme! he
that there is room for far her inqWiry"
number of deaths which have occurre xce
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gas escape of late is put down t0 <hich the

sive quauntity of carbunic oxide his 438 is

gas contains. We should say th“tf ‘hﬁ ligh" H
very dangerous when used as 3 .mgeculiarly
for when the burners fur up i," ' oes DO
liable to go out. The COmm‘ttee.na to
believ - that lava tips have anyt litnarg“e"
with the tilling up of burners ; an he com”
not very conclusively we thmk,' on
pany’s proposal to change ﬁvf‘ fov con®
fuot burners, that the cost t‘o of 0
would be raised in the proportior? ..
15, without getting any mol‘eoi’l"y i
surely this resule would happen purnt; it 18
gas passed the meter aud WAS through the
because the gas cannot PASS. ht got-
burners that there is so little lig

The company can hardly l?l:-f engaged in
that ¢ the experiment ” they #1¢ -
has not failed. They may 2% T
the evil without compulsiot :st, they regaf
the public will not tolerate ¥ ‘:;tioed upon it
a8 the imposition now b

f more

elny pra



