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THE SITUATION.

OVer the grant of $1oo,ooo, in aid of the sufferersbYthe
the great Hull and Ottawa fire, the debate touched

the important question of security against such dis-

a the future. Could any guaranties be taken
h s a recurrence of the calamity, which might per-

p sanother time have more far-reaching results? The

tie view was that the Legislature was compara-
t y helpless in the matter. It could suggest or pro

but Could not dictate ternis, the power of deciding
the class of buildings to be erected being in the

Ijh1cipality, and leaseholders of water fronts having
ts which could not be disregarded. He favored

iulconditional grant, others having suggested con-
SS. The $ioo,ooo grant made was for relief onlv.

iugested 'that the lumbermen pile their cut out-

oe th eity limits. It is very desirable that this, for

j ri t 1hig, should be done, for though the fire did not
h a fate in any lumber pile, these vast heaps of com-

j ive bs are constant sources of danger. It is the
th lots that are the greatest source of danger to
se Ptibic buildings, and it might be worth while to,

th %hether, in the rearrangement of the leases, now,
h they have some years to run, some conditions

tOt be made which would be in the interest of the

j a fthe valuable publie property, at the Confederate

safet No effort should be spared to extract future
but of this great calamity. If the municipality of

iWhbe Capable of rising to the height of the duty

iist circumstances impose upon it, that body will
bii so far as it has the power, upon as few wooden

jgs being erected as the conditions will permit of.

tj At a banquet given by the British Empire League
j al. c'onial troops and others visiting London, Lord
att "Iiry struck the true note when he deprecated any

try 1t t0 expedite a fusion between the Mother Coun-

dthe colonies. In his opinion, which we believe

:nt td "it will be better to allow this wonderful senti-
~pflt grow. up by its own laws and according to the

se of its oîwn vitality." If this be doue, 1he.thinks,

"it will exercise an influence over the character, pro-

gress and habits of the world such as had never before

been exercised by any Empire." Mr. Chamberlan

agreed with the Premier on this point. We all know

how often cut and dry schemes, originating in Downing

Street, and sent out to distant colonies for application,

have proved to be misfits. In this class Lord Carnar-

ven's scheme of confederation for South Africa must

be placed. And there have been many others. The

chief difficulty in the past has been the unstable colonial

policy of England, never more conspicuously unstable

than in the case of South Africa. When the Transvaal

was annexed to England, it had in its Government not

a single Boer, and Kruger only asked to be made a

British official; but not attaining his ambition he set to

work to undo the annexation. The British Government

and its agents in South Africa, repeatedly said, in

answer to the agitators, that the undoing of annexation

could not be considered; till Mr. Gladstone, one day

before the electors of Midlothian, went back on the

record, and, in consequence, found himself, when he

came into office, pledged to give the Transvaal its inde-

pendence; he was under a sort of compulsion to imple-

ment a promise rashly made in the heat and excite-

ment of an election contest.

Railway discrimination, favoring the Standard Oil

Company, receives no countenance from the Railway

Committee of the Privy Council. The remedy applied

is to reduce the railway tariff on oil, on the route which

had been discriminated against. When the two great

Canadian railways discriminated in favor of the points,

that stretch between Sarnia, Petrolia, and Montreal, and

against those connecting with the United States by the

Suspension Bridge and other points, an appeal to the

Railway Committee of the Privy Council was made.

The companies, in their defence, no doubt gave the true

reason for the discrimination; that on the Sarnia route

water competition was possible, but they forgot to say

that it was possible only during the season of navigation.

They gave another reason, which was not admissible,

that what they lost by lowering the rate between

Sarnia, Petrolia and Montreal, has to be made up by

raising the rate on the other route. In favor of the

Standard Oil Company, which had established refinery

works at Petrolia, the companies lowered the rate from

23 cents to something like 20 cents, and raised the rate

via the Suspension Bridge to 35 cents. Now the Rail-

way Committee of the Privy Council restores the com-

panies' original rate, for the Suspension Bridge route,

23 cents, leaving that by Sarnia untouched. In any

case, the railways must meet water competition; and the

present decision shows that they will not be permitted

to make up by extra charges on other routes what

they take from their winter rate in competing with

water routes.

Great expectations are formed from what is being

done at Sault Ste. Marie by Mr. Clergue and his asso-
ciates. A railway extending from that point twenty

. miles into the interior has been subsidized; no better

method of securing such works than that by which the

Pacific Railway was obtained having yet come within

range of practicability. The question whether nickel
can be refined in Canada will now be put to the test.


