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C( UT7 out the middlernan" has been unle of the outstand-
Sing econumiec slogans of the past fi,\ years. Vai-ed

efforts have been made Lu do away withi this ubiquitous crea-
turc, but he seenis tu, bc a virile and proliflc species. Th e
principal effort has taken the forai uf ceouperation, and while
many co-operative ent@rprisesý have lucceeded at the start,

few ý haeotieilheir initil impelftUS. "The economnics of
m-anyý currenit suggestions tu '('ut out the iniddlemian' niay be
i erýror, but their psychologicral potency is mnanitestly great,"

says Maurice IL Weseen, uf the University of Nebraska ia "The
journal uof Politicl Ecunny" for June. 11lndeed], so great
is Lhe appeal uof this slogan that rnany people seemi willing tu
ri sk even a fundamental change in tour, economic system if

.,uchi a chanige hultis ouit any hope that the present stress mnay
bereieed No thinking person believes, uf course, that ai

change uf such miagnitudie as is comnpre.heudedý( in the phrase,
'theý elimination of the middleaian, could be effected at a sîn-
glu blow. But both those who believe that this suggestion is
toundud upon sound economnie theory and those who fear that
it hi flot s0 founded are .\ateliing with intense interest its
rapid spread. The inost concrete manifestation of the rise
andgr-owth uor this; idupa is; to be found in the history of the
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