ons and an audancious wower. The mitin
wint is, however, that in operations of 1his
dind he has 1o deal with oo shrinking,
tetritied Lark or Sparrow, glad o make any
terms with the (vt bat with 2 hind who
proves (o be his mateh i every particalar,
SRet n Shrike to tume a shrew—pit a pirate
aginst a virago=—mnl the whole neighiborhowl
may be congratnlated when the stormy seene
ixuver.  Abaut the time the conrtship grows
a little monotenous, vour gy ook thrangh
the vonvenient thicket, where the sapling
bushes, and weals arve grown up elose tosether,
or along yonder hodeerow, with its lattice-
work of creepers aml _‘_"l'l‘\‘lllll'il'l'. 1o il the
nesting-place of the redonbtalde conple, Tt
will not le hiard 1o tindl for the binds build
low, nud make n strocture as bulky in pro-
portion to their size nsa Hawk= nest, v is
contmenly boilt ina bnsh or sapling, within
arms’ reach troin the ground, the west proper
resting upon an extensive basement of stout
s, rather lousely laid toeether wnd bristiing
in all direetions, Vpon 2nch s support, the
inner nest s builtcob an endless variety of
sulty tibrous, vegetable substances, =uch as
tems, woeed-tops, bark-strips. entkins,
leaves, mosses, lichens,  &e, all matted
together in such guantity that the cavity
within is greatly reducal by the thickness of
the walls. Svine nests, al=o comain feathers
or fur telted in with the rest of the materials.
There seems to be a gowl deal of differenee in
the steacture of the nest, not o muel aceond-
ing tu the =pecies, as 1o the climate. The
northern-built nests are n=ually fonnd to he
wore compactly built, with a greater quantity
ol soft, warm naterial, than those of the
Lugrerhewd in the Southern States, which are
smaller, more vpen, amld rather looscly woven
than closely felted. In such o bulky amd
mther rude receptacle, thongh o very sul-
stantal one, no tewer than five or six
wmy be deposited, for o Shrike is as mng
emnest in these matters as in the other alliirs
of lite.  Thes=e vary in size, of conrse, acconl-
ime 1o the species, the ¢ggs of the Northern
Shrike being about 1.10° Ly 0.80 iuches
while those of the White-rumpal, or Lugwer-
hend, vnly mensure, on an average, linle i
any over an inch in length by three-tonrths

A much in breadih, They are shaped and ;
colural exuctly alike, however, heing  of!
rounded vval furm, quite blunt at the smnller |

end, and go profuscly gpeckled or marbled all
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prrpli=h =hades that the grecnishegray gronml-
color is scarcely pevecptibles Should nothinge
romni=s, it i not long Chudubon sayvs tifteen
davs in the case of the frcalis) betore the
nest is crowded with o clamorons ond vore
aciorty brood, whose want= are an ineessant
tax upen the energy and devotion of (e
parent binls.  The eare of the youngsters
world see togive them all they ean attend o,
leatvinge no time wor honse-cleaning: for, ~honld
voir come upon o family of Shrikes, well
erown atd soon to leave the nest, von wonld
tind thing= inan esiremely untidy - condition,

One nestiul atter ancther beine thus el
loose npen the  worbl, the tribee o Shrikes
waxes. Leing proditie s and having tew enemnies
tesides ey they are common binds in most
portioms ot the conmtry, and we readily por-
ceive that they play an important 6l in
natnee's ceonomy. [ st contess that  have
not drawn altogather the qnoest tlattering
pietare, even thoneh Fhave given the donglay
warriors full credit for theie miliaey oper-
atlons3 and 1 min theretore the wore anxions
o show what extremely usetul binds they are,
trom the most practical standpoint possible,
So tur us the Shrike's relations with onrselves
are converned, the balanee is ontively on one
side of the ledger, We ure enormou=ly in
deln o these etlicient destrovers of” ioxions
inseets and injurions quadrapeds,  Thoteh
they Kkill many a bind we shauld wish to five,
the whole resalt in this reond is practieally
nothing to otlret the check they put in the
ageregate upon grasshoppers el other -
desirable forin- of in~cet life.  Nay, more,
the Shrike is entitled to our speciad thanks
aml most fiwvorable  consideration, tor his
interference in onr behalt against the hind-pest

-

of this vountry—the Furopean Sparrow.  In
taking connsel with hersclf, that she might

Lt the Talanee ol her turees, which we so
fantously interfered  with when the Sparrow
mindness seized ue, she bethonght herseli of
the Shrikes, aml in her own mysterions way
she stmmonal these trusty allies 1o her aid,
The Shrikes, nothing loth, went rihit o work,,
amd were abating the nuisanee very pereepti-
bly, when Bostonese idiocy  contronted  them
and eut =hort their righteons warfare.  Men
shot them down in the very nets of destroying
parrow after Sparrow; at each  muarderous
dischinrge ol the gan, o noble Shrike was
martyred in doing his best for the good ol the

over with varivus brownish, reddish, and |community.”



