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but tends to, load on thle eiiiiloYcr a l'c5 1 onsibilitY whielh i" 'lot
altogether his.

Thiie ned foi- healili Iit)-aifiU(.'. IIt' veoInllC cost t() cver.v
coflinunilit ' and fo the nation of ' preveiitable <iscases and deaths
is, greatly inereased by th iiic nsiil ])revaleflce of thosc, tiseases
and deathis among the iunskilicd and iow-pid industrial wvorkers.
Ail availall statisties, botili ii tlie I'nited States ani iiifi n
countries, indicate, that among those of a low (Žcoi1oIfiC statils the
nîorbidity anid mortaîity rates are Iîighcer thanl in the rcst of flic
population.

The resuit, of an investigation mîade for the Federal Commîîis-
0Sin1o Industrial Rlelationîs afforde1 ftic estiînatc, that ech or

the 30,000,000 workers iii this eountrv loses on the average about
nine da -ys ecd year on acconnt of siks. lacing the ioss iii
wages at $2 a, day and tlic cost of ne(lieaI attention at $1 a day,
the total Loss to ftic wagc carmer of flic nation wouid approxiuie
fire-quaqrters of a billion dollars anuuwally. Týo this s'hoîîld lic
added the econoiec loss rcsulting from. invalidity and death, aid
the loss to in.dustry on account of dccreased efficiency due to par-
tial disabi]ity. To this should aise lie ad(lcd the tremendous s1uns
that arc being spent by States, voimiinitics, municipalities. and
Volun11teer organizations for thec support of charities,' free cliniies,
hospitals, and the like. When ail expendifures are taken into
consideration, flie estimate of $7,50,000,000 secis an insigiiiicaiit
S'lm, indeed.

Theseý cold ealculat ions of cost, lîowevcr, neitiier depiet reai
conditions nor repregent the reai îjttitîîdc of tli, Americanl pulic
toxvard, sucli aý situation. The geucrous respoilSe -of the Amierican,
public ýto flic necessitieà of suifferers iii the European war is strik-
ing evidýence, of the willingness of the public to deal promptiy anud
efllienfly with a situation wrhen once ifs significance is îunder-

stod If. nccds only to lie brouglif insistently to puiblie atten

tion that in this counu-y flie anual loss. of death and lives axnong,
our industrial workers is not far behind, that caused by thc
greatest war i11 history. To inforrn the public of such a situa-

fion is c]earivý within tlic province of the State heailh agencies.
Ecl'onom;ie factors inicî,eas' lealth hazarid.-Jt is not neessarY

to inforni health officiais of the eharacter and, extent. of the" con-
ditions which. have caused such a situation, but it is doubtfui if

tihe underiying economic faetors have been ad'equatey anal.yzed,
especiaily from the sadito epnbltyfrdisease-cauis-
ing conditions. Without going into detailed statements, if may

be said that among the more important of fihese economie factors

are occupational hazards, irregularity of employment, unhealfliful


