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nlational i(leal, ail the people are iiiterested iii-mn(l willinig to miak-e
sacrifices for. This is Public I-ealth. in the largest view.

Andi first let us conlsider some of the featuires of national char-
acter whichi nîay influence public hiealth.

Thiere is love of liberty, andi a free people is ustually a vi'gorous
anci liealtlly people.

But thiere is a liberty not -accorcliny ïo, kniowledge.We
an individuial dcaims the righit to act according 'to bis owrn judg-
nient in miatters of which lie is profouncdl incapa-ble of juclgingc
bis boasted liberty miay prove a perilous possession to imiiself
and bis nieig(-lbors. W'ben a commiiunity refuses to be bound b)?
lawTs wbichi Sanitarv Science bias declared to be necessary, it
abtuses its liberty anid nia)? bring !serious laigeupon itself.
The laws of hiealtlh cannot be brokel wvitli impuinity, and this
spurious love of liberty fi-equently standls iii the wvay of sanitatry
reformi.

We hiave a strikinig instance of it at presenit in the stupid
rebellion againist sanitary la-ws showin by many comirnunities on
the lower -Mississippi in the preselit epiclemic of )Tellow fever.

From the thoughit of liberty to tblat of bonclage rnay seemn a
strange step, yet the next national chatracteristic wvhich I mention
as -having ain influence on public hiea-lth, iel, the wvorship
of niaterial things -and the feverishi îaste to a,.cctinitlate wv'alth,
lays upon us a bitter and grievous bonidage. The public and
the represen ta tives of die public are too apt to regard with imi-
patience, if not witb scorn, the dlaimis of -any interest wrhiobi does
liot seem to have iniiniecliate or direct -bearing on tbe g-reat na-
tional occupation of nioney miaking.

There is an epigramimatic expression iii the works of Anis-
totle whiichi ighalt -\Nell be inscribecl in letters of gold over -the
couincil chamiber of our legislatuî-es andi our bo'.ards of tracle. It
inay be freely translatedthus,' "It is iîot seemly for a f ree people
to le always seeking- for cash retur-ns."

I think the Greelz philosopher sawr the glitter of tbe golden
inanacles ancd woul(lwr us, if we value freedoni, to set our
affections on other things than golcl.

Ti-is national characteristic, clisinicliniatioiî to invest in niedi-
cal securities, is. perhaps,!due to vanious thiing-s. It is partly due
to ignorance, to an inicapacity of appreciating scientific teaching,
tu a besitation in trusting the expert opinioni of Science-for
wbicb, perhiaps, Science hlerseif is somiew$a-<t to blane. It is iiot
entirely the fault of avarice. Whien our people are convinced
that any iiieasure is for the public wrathey a.re generally will-
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