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' “introducing debateable points in:
Telation to “otlier countries, | We owe to edchi
oiher this forbearance as’'a ‘matter of justice,
and in point'of expediency, it is of infmte im-
portance that we should show to the world that
Irishmen “who: dissent from each otber upon
some questions can meetn a friendly spirit toad-
vance - those ‘objects . with respect to which they
agree. " Toinight we meet Lo support the cause
of Poland, and with respect to this cause
1 trust that we shall be unapimous. The
time may hereafter arrive when we shall meet
to forward Irish objects wath equal unam-
mty. I have also to observe that we have not
only to consider what is due to our own country-
men, bul aolso to remember that .ii would be
quite possible for us (o mjure materially the w-
terests of Poland, by introduemg topies which
would accasion dissensivn instead of concurrent
action on beball of that country. Hasing faken
the ibepty to offer these fewr prelmmmary re-
marks by was of caution, I naw proceed to per-
form the task which you bare sssigoed to me.

1t will be manifest to every one that il is im-
possible for me within the skort space of an hour
to do full juslice o a question so imporiuntas
ihat which concerns the terest apd destiny ol
Polasd. 1 am compelled 1o omil nouize of
inuch that would be mieresting in jllustration of

1he pational character of the LDoles, and wiiel |

would tend to prave their apiitude for cinilis
vion as woll as for martil actuevements. 1 cay
arly snatch « glimpse at a few salient poiats of
the modern history of Poland, but I trust that [
shali e able to convinee you that the Poles are

jostified in revolting against Russio, and that

they ought to be satisfied with vothing less thay
the recovery of the indepeadence of tbewr coun-

;p. For the sake of brevity I must forbid my-
<elf to dwell upon auy partign of the history of
Dolund which is antecedent to the (realy of
Vienaa. I must ask you o accept 4s ungues.
tienable the claims which the Poles put forward
to a lgh place among the nations which oceupied
the surface of Europe during the middle ages.—
They point with prude to the fact that Cholewa,
Bishop of Cracow, evinced, as early as 1110, a
purfect kaswledge of the ILloman mstitutes,
which had been discovered at Awmulfi sbout
thirty years before. They pomt alse with pride
to the fact that the first university which was
founded in Lastern Europe was that of Cracow,
which was established w the year 1347, They
enumerate a long list of tie names of persons
wio during more than six cenluries couferred
celebrity upon Poland, by their attainments in
science, in literature, m theology, w jurispru-
denze, in poetry, in lustory, and in the fine arts,
T fear that I could not undertake erven to pro-
nounce correctly the names of these persons ; but
we are all familiar with the name ot Copernicus,
wlo toole the highest rank amongst the astrone-
msers of medern Europe, and who is clauned as a
Polish celebrity.  They enumerate, in like man-
ner, a long {ist of warriors, who served as a ram-
part which protected Europe durig several cen-
turies from being overrun by hordes of Eastera
barbariang, and thongh we may not have siudied
in detail 1be achievements of all these warriors,
there.ace few readers of history who do not re-
mewber that, so late as the year 1683, Austria
would have been overwhelmed by toe Turks if
she hiad nol been saved by the valour of John
Sobieski, then King of Poland. 1 rmust ask you
zlso to acqumesce n the general opinion of wan-
kind, which has copdeinned as wejustifiable the
successive partitions of Poland, whick took place
in 1773, 10 1793, and in 3790 —and which bus
constgned to an inmeriality of honor the memory
of ilosciucko, becavse he called upor his tellow-
countrymen to reclaim and vecover by arms the
jost whertance of their ancestors,  Lapse of
time cozpolin itsell sanclion a wrong. Some
petions bave indeed been conquered who bave
subsequeaily uccepted entire fusion with thew
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conquurors, as 11 tire case of tie Saxous m flng-

fand 3 but as long ay the memory of past wgus-
tice 15 continued vy the perpelration of present
weong, so long Uk right of redress subsists with-
out unpeactment,  Thouglh mdividual Poles
may bave been bribed fo surrender the frecdom
aad independence of their country, It cannot be
said that the Polish natton has ever acquiesced
ia the vstinetion of us nationality 5 bur i the
government which was imposed upou ity without
and zuanst its coucurrency, bad been productite
of hapuiness 1o ine Polish people, 1t is poseible
that lapse ol time might bave hrought with it
forgetfulness or forgiveness ol pust wrong.—
Tohus Austria muntwns 1hz2t the subabitunts of
"Galicia are happier now under Austrian rule
than iey ever were whilst Galicia formeil a part
of Poiand, and Prosas boasts, m hke manaer,
thut Posen, with the port of Dawzie, is more
prosperous now than it woult bave been if Kos-
ciusko bad succeeded i bis eflurts 1o recover
the ioat provinces of Poland, Tune will show
hiew far these assertions are well founded, but no
cne will venture 1o assert that Muscovile rule
has been productive of huppiness 1o these Polish
provinces winch were msurped by Russin,  [u
appears from offieel ducunents What at the Con-
gress of Vienua, in 1515_, Lord Castiereash pro-
tested, on the part of Eugland, agawst the w-
corporation of Poland with Russia, m the loHow-
ng terins i—
¢ The desire of his court to see an indepen-
dent power, more or less coasiderabie n extent,
¢stabiished in Polund under a distinet dynasty,
and as ao intermediate stale between the three
great monarchies, has umformly beea avowed ;
and if the undersigned (Lord Castlereagh) has
pot been tireeied 1o press such a measure, 1L bas
ouly ansea from a disinclination to ¢xcite, under
all the apparent obstacles Lo such ap arrange-
menl, expectalions which might prove am un-
availing source of discontent among the Poles.”
He then adds—* In order to obrviate as far as
possible the evil consequences which he antici-
pates, 11 is of essential anportance - Lo establish
- public .tranguillity: -througbout the territories
which {ormerly: consutuied the kingdom of Po-
land, upon some sohd and liberal bass of commen

by the combined despots * of Eastern Europe,
Alexander I praceeded -to constitute as_“ the
Kingdom of Poland™ that portion ot the Duchy
of Warsaw which fell to the lot- of Russia in the
lawless division of Poland, which was eflected,
without the consent of the Poles, by the armed
forces ot Russia, Auslria, and Prussia.  As the
engagements which were edtered mto by the
coutracting parties at Vienna in 1815, form the
basis of the representations which have been re-
cently made by the British ministry on bebalfof the
TPoles, | will quote the exact words of the treaty.
The Dachy of Warsaw, with the exception of the
provinces aud districts which are ntherwise dlspoged
of by the following articles, is united to the Russinn
Empire, to which it shall be irrevocably nt.l.gched by_
its constitution, and bo possessed by his Mnjesty the
Bayperor of all the Russias, bis heira nod succeesors
{in perpetuity, His imperial majesty reserves to him-
! self to give to this state, enjoying n diztinct adminiz-
tration, the interior extension which he shall judge
proper, Ilo shall assume with his other utles that
of Czar, King of Poland, agreenbly to the form es-
tablished fur the titles atiached to his otler posses-
slons, .
% The Peles who ure respective subjecis of Nussia,
Austris and Prussia, shail obisin u represeniation
sud ostiops] fnstitutions regulated accordivg to the
degree of politien] cossideration that each of tho go-
veraments 1o which they belong shall judge expe-
. dient nnd droper to graat to them.”
Sl will by seen that tie foregoing atipulutions form
vt aovery slender puarastee fur the coostitutionsl
i hbartivs o6 Peisnd, but nevertheless they give to
Boalaud s worsl right to interveny, en beball of the
 Poles.  Let us now see how they bave been fullilled
“by Russis. ¢ for the outlying provisces which
Slarmied nopart of ancient Polund, but which were
"acl vemprised iz what was called ¢ the Duchy of
" Warsaw,’ they bave been treated as a portiva of
- Rassia, attough it appears from all 1he negotiations
which touk place at Vienna, that it was intended
that the nationality of the Pules should be preserved
tbroughont thesze provinces. A glance at the map
Cwill sullice to show how small & proportion the
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-+ Xingdom of Polsod’ bears 1o the territories which
{ beipnged to Poland in the gear 1772, before the first

! partition, when the provinces of Wilns, Grodno,
. Minsk, Witebsk, dobilef, Kiew, Vollhyoi, and Podo.
"lix, were sssociated with the kingdow of Poland, as
fajzo with Galicia and Posen. I kaow that Rus:ian
; writers ndrance nrguments ia which there is some
. lorce that tend to show ihat the Poles claim ag be-
{louging to their nationality secious of territory
which are inhabited by persons who profuss the Greek
religion, and who cunnot speak the Polish langunge,
In any settlement of the Polish question which may
hereafier take place, these argumests ought to be
takep into counsideration, but it i3 certain that a
largo proportiou of the outlying provinces of Poland,
now called Russ:an, are us thoroughly Polish in
claracter a3 i3 the ‘ kingdom of Poland’ itself. With
; much purade of liberality, » mock constitelion was
i given i0 the kingdom of Peolend by the Emyperor
Alexander, but its provisions were never carried into
effect. 1 heve nlready seid thas the Poles never for-
feited toe right of resistance which they derived from
the nature of the proceedings by which their nation-
al liberties had been ravished from them ; but there
ig every reason to believe that if the Emperor Alex-
ander had really governed the kipgdom of Poland
on constitutional principles, and if he had sssociated
with jt thoso exterior provinces, whick are ungues-
tionaply Polish in all ibeir characteristics, be might
have taught the Poles to forget ibe violence and the
perfidy ot which they had been the victims. Had he
siudled the happiness of his Polish subjects, 1here
would bave beea no part of his dominions to which
he might bave pointed with so much pride, since
their welfare might, in some weasure, buve beea coun-
sidered as derived frown the personal efforts of the
sovereign ; and his success in Poland might have en-
couraged him to exiend to his hereditary possessions
12 Russia the copstitutional privileges which he had
pledged bimself 1o give o Polund. But jnstead ot
endenvoricg 'o win this honorsble renown, be vio-
tuted all his cogegements, The Polish Commitiee
of London t:n3 describes his econduet i—

*The cogstitution promised by the first article of
trenty was granted to Polend ie 1815 by the Bmype-
jror Alexanger. Amopg its chief ariicles were gun-
j rantees [or the liberty of the subject and of the press
| —the consoculion of tbe diet at lenst once in two
| yenrz—and the submiszion of a budget to the diet
j onee io Jour years, Every voe o' these stipulations
i durag e ffteen years wiich preceded the insurrec-
Pilon of B30 wus violsled.  Many ¢f tho most emi-

uent of the inbabitunw of Warsew were cundemuped
D without even ke form of teisl (o sweed the streets
j oy olhers were trunzporied to Siberia, in dircet
. contradictinn of seulences proavunced by the regu-
{lur courts; tbe preas was tettered 5 the Diet did not
seable fer five years; sod fikieen years elapsed
tihout & Budget uving been submitted to it. These
vpal measoees of the gevernment, combined with
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E the well-known brutulities of the Graod Duke Con- |
| siantine, produced the iesurrective of 1830, which
| Hussin endeavored to make its excuse for the aboli-
! tion {by the organic stntute of the 261h Feb, 1862)
i of the Pulish coustitution—the subslituiion of pro-
vincial couveds for the nationnl Dicl—the confisca-
tious, the transportations 10 Siberia, and the forced
exprlriation of thousands of families avd children
et followed it”

Lo will aoy, 1ibialy, be disputed by oy ont who
resds the manifesio of grievances, wlhick was pub-
lished noder the presidency of Prince Adam Craito-
ryski, in Jaouary, 1831, that the Peles were juatified
in withdrawing their alleginece from the Emperor
Nicholug, and alihough suecess did nov then crown
e cffurts of the Poles to re-ezinblish their indepen-
denes, their resistance on that oceasion tended o
prove 1oat they haa not last tha aspications which
wre inseperable even in a dunpcon, frum the epitn
ihat resolves to be free,

The period that intervened between 1831 nnd 1861
is fuil of incidents which tended to perpetnate aliena-
Piloa of feeling on the part of the Poles wawards the
Russinn Government. T igvite seme of the Catheolic
ciergy of ireland to tell to the people of this coun-
!ty the eruclties which were intheted by the orders
of tho Ewperor Nichoias upon the Catholicz of Po-
lzud, In modern ngea there bas been, pethaps, no
more fearful violation of the rights of conscicnce
than the measores whieh were adopied, in 1839, in
order to furce several millions ot Gatholies who in-
hubiled the castern provinces of nncien Poland, o
abjure communion with the Pope of Rume. Butl
will to-night avoid fur obrigus reusous il further sl-
Jugion to religious questiors. Neither can 1 under-
take to deseribe in detnil the varions circumsinnees
which churucterise tbe reign of Nicholas in Poland
a8 the iron rule of & relestless tyrant. Jtis sufficient
to say that Poland was treated as a conquered coun-
try, and thed no efturis were spared to lussianise it
—that is, to throw it back ioto barbariswm, rather
than to promote its advancement and improve it
civilisation ; and thal ic carryivg into effect thia de-
sign, be was deterred by no consuleration of mercy,
ur of justice, or of bumanity. He wussucceeded in
1855 by his sen Alexander I[., and s this Emperor
hud acquired a reputation for beuevolence, it was
hoped that be would inaugurais in- Poland & policy
totnlly at vurienco with 1hst of his prédecessor. He
lost ne time,. bowever, in und-ceiving thoso who
108y have entertained such hiopes, for uson his firat
reception at Warsaw, he took the earliest opportu-

. * See Lor
12, 1815,

d Castlereagh's Circular, dated January
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he addressed to the notebles by whom he was greet-
ed at Warsaw in 1856, In other words, bis mesning
would be thus expressed :~'* 1t is my firm inteotion
to estinguish the pationulity of Poland!’ He ‘en-
deavored to obtain credit for.a merciful disposition
by proclriming an nmoesty by which exllles were at
liberty to roturn to Poland ander ¢onditions and re-
servations which entirely peutrulised its efect. This
amnesty deceived those who did not wke the trouble
1o conmder ita terms, but by the exiles for whose ve-
Hef it was professedly designed it was repudinted as
both illusory and insulting, The indications thug
given atup eavly period of the spirit in which the
Government of Alexander 1. would be conducted,
iustend of dishenriening the Polish nation, awakeord
its energies to increased vitality, An association
called the Agrosomienl Society was found by the
tending nobility of Poland, This society devoted it-
self 10 the comsiderntion of all national guestions,
aml especinlly to the improvement of tho condition
of the persantry in regard te the tenure of iand.
The people at large niso adopted proceedings which
tended to prove to the Emperor of Russia thet they
were not diaposed to nllow the nationality of Poland
ta bo extinguished, Tbege munifestations were of 2
veaceiul churacter, such us atiendance at the fune-
rals of deceused patriots— the celebration of nativnal
anniversuries—chantisg the national bymns which
pray for the deliversnce of the Polish nation from
servitnde,  Although these demonstraticus of vublic
feeling were wholly uusccompsnied by acts af vio-
tence, they geve occasion tu borrible magsacres o
the months of February, barcl, aud April, of 1861,
A ferocions sol@icry wes iet !pose upon unresisiing
waltitudes, and a frightful carnsge ensoed, which
uaturally crenied in the winds ot the Polish people,
the mnst intense exusperation, From tbat time titl
the present moient, mere than Lwo yenrs, mourping
dressea have been worn by the whole Polizh pation.
Disuffeetion towards the Russinn Goveroment in-
crensed to such an xtent that it wus deemed neces-
sary to resort to vigorons wmeasures of repression
In an evii hour tor Russin the Grand Duke Counstan-
tine, instead of obeying the insiincts of w natore
which is #aid to be nmiable, and of advpung concill-
story mensures, ligtened to the counsel of & renegude
Pole, the Marquis Wielopolski. und consented te
share with bim the responsibility of carrying into
effect a scheme for removiog from Poland ell persons
who were considered dangerous by ihe Russian po-
lice. This was to beefivcied by sueh « ehnnge in
the lnw of conscription as allowed the Russian fune-
lionaries to select ag a recruit uny person in the
counsry whem they might wish to expatiinte, except
the highest cluss of the nobility and the sgricultural
peasaniry. The term of servive in Ruseia i3 not less
than fifteen years, and any one who leoks at the map
of Russia wiil see that the extent of its dominions is
such a2 to give to the authorities the power of ban-
isbing a copscript to every vuricty of climate, or of
exposing him to soch dangers as render return to
bis country sn nnprobabiliry which slmost extin-
guishes hope, [t has beepn nscertuined by statistical
inguiries that in one small district of Poland “ up-
wards of 11,000 men had bzen recruited for the army
between the years 1833 gnd 1656, and that of this
sumber only 498, and thess crippled by diseases
contracted during miliiary service, returned to their
homes.” This system of proseription was put in
torce in Warsaw on the 14th of last Janoary. On
the 141h of Januwery, 1863, Coansul General White
reported to Lord Russell us follows :—

4 The lists of persons destined to be tskep as re-
cruits have been mude out 2and the conscription 13 to
begin in the course of n few days in Wersaw, and to
follow inthe provinces and in other towns of the
kingdom. No effort has been spared to include in it
all able bodied men who are suspected of revolution-
ary tendencies, and who bave been marked out ns3
snch by the police during the last two years, bot
from what is koown of tbe inefliciency of that de-
partment of the government, it may eesily be sup-
posed that this sort of information cannot be alwaya
reiied on. The number of recruits to be raised this
ume from the kingdom i3 kept secret. I have rea-
sofn, however, to suppose that it 15 intended to get st
the rate of five per thousand of the population, and
ag this amoeunts in the toewns to nbout 1,200,000, the
number would be 6,000 men ; as the rural population
is exemp? this time, the villages kave only 2,000 men
to supply, thus making « total of 8,000 men. The
cxact number, bowever, does not appesr 1o be defi-
nitely eettled, snd the Grand Duke is allowed n mer-
gio 13 to the Sgures of recruita to be suppiied thiz
time by the kivgdom.” On the 19th of Jaouary Col.
Stanton, the resident representative of Great Britain
at Warsaw, reporis jv.Lord Russell a3 follows : —

‘ The projected conscription for Lhe Russinn army,
which hud been announced by the Goverament to
take plice at the commencement of the present yaar,
was curried mto efect in this town on the 1k jp-
atant, when nhout 2 000 men were taken for seivice.”
It is to be observed, that Colonel Stanton, instend of
espressing indigznation ageinsi this awrocions pro-
seription, proesida to remarl, * 1t i3 not too muceh to
apticijpale that the Fotish muvement will now ehort-
¥ be brought te an end, and the counlry will re-
suate, if nout & pexceful attitude, at least ove of com-
parstive quiet and {reedom frow revolutionarsy at-
tempis.”  n s letter written to Sir A, Buchanan by
Colunel Stanton vn the 25:th January, 1862 he dis-
clusey still more openly his lenuings io faver of Rus-
gian tyrandy.  Afler mentioning Bome detniis rea-
pecting the resistaove which the proscripion bmd
vecnsivned, e says, ©unfortunately the government
were not prepared with iying coluinng o aot jwine-
dintely in the different districts, and somo valusbie
time bas been lost in putiing down 1bis movement,
whicl bag now tak-n such dieasions, that ic is to
he feared a cunsiderable amount of blocdshed will
tske pisce before the rising i completely aup-
pressed,” &¢, When such [anguage i3 bela at Way-
saw by the ropresontative of Ureal Britaio, and when
Luglish detective officers sre sent oul under the
sanclion ¢f the British Goserument, in order to az-
siat in trackivg Polish putnots, is iv surprising that
the Russinns shoullt believe that, whatever the Dri-
tigh minisiry may eay in parlinment or write io dea-
patches, they in reality degire to upho!d the tyrunuy
of Russia in Peland  Now, I would sk woy eondid
Englishwae, whether in case the Rueamns were to
obtiiu possession of bis counizy by & combination of
furces sitnilar to that which established Rusging do-
minion in Pulund, he would pot eonsider bLimse!f en-
titled oy right to cxpel them from Loglaod when-
ever a favorabic opportunity tor doing 8o might pre-
sent itac:l; and also whether he would ot consider
thnt an imperative oceasion Jor resistance had arfsen,
if the Russian Goverumen: were v pui in force &
sratem of proseription, by which any BEnglishman
whom & Russian police officer might designate us
digsaflecied, might be scized in the middle of the
night and sent off v pecish ta Siberie, in the Can-
casug, or in Kumischutka ? Yet the DPoles are de-
sigunted a3 revolutionists by the local agents of the
Siitish Government when they net asany Englishman
onght to nctl under similar circomsiances A very in-
telligent Russian officer, with whom I had a long con-
versnlion when 1 was in Poland, took it for granted,
from il the evidences which bud fallen under his ob-
servalion, that the English miniaters are favorable to
Russia rather then to Poland. Time will show how
far this opinion is well founded. Iam unwilling to
arrive at such a conviction, but 1 sm comjpelied 1o
think that if such were really their diapositior, they
could not have adupied a course of poticy more fa-
vorable to the views of -Russin than thay on which
they have acted during the last five months. Itis
right, however, that I should mention thut Lord Na-
pier, the British Ambussador at St. Petersburg, re-
peatedly condemns the congeription in the most un-

qualified terms, as being both unjustifitble and im-

measare of arbitrary recruitment.” " This  measure
seems to me to violate nll ibe principles of justice

aterial point of viaw.” :

It is almost needless for me to say that this proserip-
tion (for such is the proper designation of a system
of recruitment founded upon the principle of selection)
occasioned intense einetion amongst the people of
Poland. Wuiling and weepiog were tbe mnnifesta-
tions by which tbis emotion was evinced on the part
of the feebler sex, but the bold and the resolute
sternly declared that it was better to die at home ja
fighting against the Russiang, than to die among the
mountaing of the-Crucasus, in endeavoring to im-
pose Russinn servitude upon the free-born Circna-
giana. ‘It was well said of old, * Furor arma minis-
{rat,” and they bavo also proved the truth of the
esying of antiquity, * Una -wlus miseris nullam sper-
are salutem.” They had bece disarmed by their ty-
rants, but seizing sueh weapons as the avocations of
penceful life could sopply, they converted the seythe
und the barrow into implements of warfare, aud go-
ing forth upprovided with everything, except the
blessinga of their priests and the spproval of their
own conscicnces, they rusbed as it were w0 certuin
destiuction. But the same God who enabled David,
though armed with a siing, to overcome the giant
Goliatb, has not desertzd the faithful people who
eonsecrate their efforts on behalf of their country by
invocentions to the Deity, and petitions for protection
to the Saviour of mankind, That which scemed at
firat to bhe the last convnlgive agony of despair,
which was destined 1o terminnte in the destruction
or expatrintion of n few huwble artizang, has hecoms
# grand nationsl movement, nnd it i3 to Le hoped
oow that the destrueiion of the Assyrinns under
Sennacherib will not bave been a more sigaal in-
stance of Divine vengennee than 1he expulsion and
exiermination from the soil of Poland which awsita
the legions of the Muscovite Czar. Mnving in the
foregoing sketch of tbe modern hislory of Poland
endenvored to trace the causes which bave ocen-
sioned the present insurrectioc, I shell now relate
gome circumstances conaected with my recent visit
to Poland which may perhaps prove interesting fo
my adieoge. When [ was at Vicana [ neglected to
procure at the Russian Bmbussy permission to visit
Poland by shat is called » vise on the back of my
passport, [ imagiced that there was a Rnssizn
Conaul at Oracow who would give such o vise in
case [ were disposed to proceed to Warsaw, Upon
erriving at Cracow T found that I was wmisisken
upon shis point, there being no Russinn Consnl in
that city, and I was thercfore compelled tosend
back my passport to Vienoa, and to wnit at Cracow
for its return, This delay affurded me an opportuni-
ty of becoming acquuinted with a considerable num-
ber of influential and intelligent Poles, and alwo
enabled me to see and hear many particulurs respect-
ing the insurrection, in regurd of which [ shounld have
collected only vogue nutions by rendieg rvewspaper
accounts at 4 distunce. [ am compelle to use ex-
treme caution in what I say, lest an iaadvertent ex-
pressivn may compromise individuals and expose them
to danger; but I will cite, as an illustration of what
is now pessing in Polant, ope cuse in which the
names of the persons concerned have already been
brought before the public. I hnve therefore ouly to
confirm, upon their own suthorily, & statement
which was recorded in one of the French newspa-
pers. While I was in Polapd I heard in the course
of conversation many anccdotes relative to the
atrocilies which are daily perpetrated by the Rus-
gians in that country ; but I prefer to teke 23 an
example 8 case in which [ bave heard, from the lips
eye-Witnesses, a narrative of the circumstunces,
rather than to go in search of tragic ivcidents the
authenticity of which-1 cannot corroborate from per-
snpel information. When [ was at Cracow, 1 bad
the pleasure of making acquaintancé with Mr, Biels-
ki, 8 Polish country gentleman, who possesses u cha-
teru and a preperty which are not fur distant from
the frontiers of Galicia. It is the custom of the
Russian troops, both in the towns ané in the coun-
try, to make frequent visits of iuspection in every
house, under pretext that they are searching for
arms3 or for other indicntions of insurrectionary pro-
ceedings, A lerge military force, amvunting 10
nearly one thousand men, surrounded the house of
Mr. Dielski at a time when he was living there with
hig famity. They then proceeded to exemive Dis
bouse, but finding notbing that conld justify thew in
resortiug to rapine and violence, the common sol-
diers, who appesr to have made up their minds to
plunder thia mansion, becume excessicely irritated,
nad began 1o injure various vbjeets belunging w the
housebold, and, st the same Llime, to tbreater the
family with deswuciion. The duager was at one
taoment so immisent that Mr. and Mrs, Belaki re-
vetited o nu orutory and uttered a prayer which
tbey believed was to be the last that they should
pronounre upon ewrth. At anotier moment theie
hearta were riven by the eries of their daughter, an
inieresting chiid, about ten years of nge, whoze
cuuutennuce might bave subdued the ferocity of a
mouster or of a lmy, Mothers of Irelend, conceive
what wonld be vour feelings if' yan were (o suee the
bayouet of 2 burbarian soldier withia o few inches of
thu breast of & beloved duunghter, and you will un-
deratand the emotions which were fely by Mr. snd
Mra. Bielski, when they had reason to believe thai
the bayonel of the [lussian soldivr was about to
pieree vhe beers of 1heir junorent and unresisting
child. It is consoling to think that even nmongst
the most ferociony barparians men are occagionnily
to be found whose generouy impulses redecrn the
lost characteristics of bumnniyg. Fortanstely for
this family the Ruossinn woops—for the muat pnrt
communded by brutes who gtimulaie rather thuan re
press the fierce mnstinets of s barbrrons suldiery—on
thig accnsion were under the orders of n brave and
bumane officer.  This officer risked his own iife in
defence of the lives and property of Mr Bielski aud
of bis Yamily, und decinred thet he wouid shoot the
first goldier who molesied thems, The exaspernlion
of the tommon goldiers was enrried ta the highest
piteh of frenzy when they thus found thensclves
disappoioted of thair prey, and they threntened to
bura the house, byt jnstend of earrying ioto effect
thiz threaw they {1l upon gome Polish prisouers,
whom ibey kad seized, nnd they mnssaerea them in
cold blond. fv hnppened ‘hat a certain Me. Fioken-
stein, whu was farmshed with na Erglish pagsport,
Way present ot these proceedicygs,  Hina they seized,
and inflicted upon bim such s nomber of wounids
that it wag believed that be too wus dead, but by a
miracle be recovered, nnd it 13 8nid at Crazow that
the Bnssing Guvernment have since paid to him
£10,900 by wuy of indemnity for violstion of the
Buglish pussport.  As for the Poles who were mas-
sacred on 1he ocession, no sdemnity has been ofs
fered 1o their families, and it we many judge by what
has ecturtetdt in other parts of Polang, the noble of-
ficer who exposed Lis life 1u defence of ihe Biclski
family would probably huve been honoured and
promaoted if be had aliowed lLis soldiers to musencre
this family, and@ to burm tieir bonge Before [ ar-
rived at Oracow | was dispoaed to believe thay Aus-
trin—from mutives of policy rather than of cousider-
ntios for 1he Pules - waus adopting n sirict neutrality
between the cuntending parties, but I found, on the
contrary, that all the ngencies which she cnp win-
ploy, without openly espouvsing the side of Ruessin,
nre Bet b work o sesist the Russians and to injure
the Poles. | wna told that persons coming to Ora
cow 4p6 to the principn] towns of Galicin, wilth &
view 10 crogs the fronuer, are frequently seized by
the police and lodged in prison, even. 1hough they

bave tedted the truth of this slatement by . vi-iting
the prigons, but L was told that it was usvless 10 ap-

apd policy, and to bo of very doubtful eflicacy m a-

"y ; a8 'in Polg
In like manner the Austrian police, who, it i:lgi,?g'
. ]

are-in the pay of Russia, are ever on' the watch t

Beize arms which may be seut to Cracow or Gali -
for the use of the iusurgents, and thejr oper‘;tiwm
are 80 succegsful that, nccording to the mogt fnvo?tl:'s
able eomputation, not more than one mugket ont o;‘
three that are porchased abroad for the uge of th

Poles finds its way across the Austrizn frontier [f
bad no occasion to regret tke circumstanpeg wl;icb
caused me 1o stay durieg tour or five duys nt Ora

cew, for this town, though not very large, i3 bj ;lerl ;
interesting by ita conaection with the hislo,ry ofbp y
land, and, in point of natural podition, its site {q d?--
9id edly pleasing. The castle stands on s cumrﬁand:
ing emincace, and from every point of view o
tho eye of the observer. Within its precinets 1iq

that ancient cathedral In which uve to by found :[L)s
tombs of the former kings of Poland, Whep visitiue
the interior of this catbhedral, I could not ¢ 1'rui§
from exciniming-—where are the siccessors of thege
heroic sovereigns? Why do we not find Lere 1o
tombs of kings who might have ruled Polapg 4 .

tiraees

. iiring
the last century? Alas! history aas“'?l's~bec:::1sﬁ
a govercignty has heen extingunished by alarvles;

combiurtion of crowned bandits, who have upited to
rob the Polisa nation of its indeteasibile vights, Loy
others go in search for urguments Whick mag jusiity
the Poles in rebelling ngainat the Muscovie rubl,;,',.y
For my part, I require ne argument beyond thas
wikich spoke o wy heart when | visited the € the:
dral of Qracow, and told me that it i3 never toc;-lm.-.
lo redress & wrong or to punish a ctime.  And if ap
incitement were wanting to iwpel o Polish routh to
perform his duty to his country, would he 1ot fing iz

in the memorials which have boen rajsed Crugowr
in Leaor of the memory of Kosciuzko ¥ Iy the vanitg
which cortain the martai remaios of the wrow ned

hings of P(_;lamc_i, tlllis uncrowaoed prlviot, though no-
suceeastul in )315 eflerts to save his eountyy, shares
the honors which have beeu zceorded to decensed
royalty. A still nobler monument, erected by the
spontaneous etforts of the population of Gracow. ig
to be seen at o short distance from the towy, ‘A
meond or taumulug, similar o those whiel were
erected more thin two thousand yeara apo over {he
bodies of the kings of Ireland in thesa palcheal Geldg
which ndjoin onr river Boyoe, hra been ruised to the
memory of Kosciusko, in o commanding position
Jeneath this mound les the ancieny capital of pu'.
land, whilst in the distance the Lotizon is shut in by
the magupificent chain of the Caxpatding mountains
which proctaims itself to be the immemorinl barrier
Of. this aacient kingdom, and the nrtural boundary
of resurgeat Polund. Standing on (hiz summis
surrounded by objecta caleulated to exeite upd iu:
tensify emotion, conld [ do otherwise thun vow thaz
I\woulﬂd bring to the aid of the Kogeiuskos of mudery
Voland all that is generous, all that is uokle, all
that is brave in the hearts und arms of my fellow-
countrymen ? Island here wo-pight in order 1o re-
deem that vow! Let it ool be supposed that these
memoriuls speak in vain to the youths of Poland.
Nuwerous tneedotes were relntwed 10 me respectiog
boys who had fled from their homes for the purpose
of fighting aguinst the Russians, and who proelaimesl
their determination 1o dle for their country, Alas!
in too many instences this patriotic devotion has con-
signed these noble children to & premature martyr-
dom. Notwithstanding the efforts that have beea
made by the Austrinn Government 1o prevent the
wigration of patriets acress the frontier of Galicis,
the streets and promenudes of Cracow were crowded
with young men, who were awaiting an opportunity
to take purt in the struggle. 11 isimpossible for
the Ausirian Government o prevent persons who
sympathise with the Poles from availing themselves
of auch opportunities, 2nd the common feclings ot
humanity forbid even the Austrian police to refuss to
the wounded Poles a retreat into Cracow arnd Geli-
cia, _Accordingiy, smungst the young men whom 1
saw iz Orueow not o few boro evidence of wounds;
and I was tnken lo sea one of the hospitnls which
hag been opened for the reception of the wouaded.
These palients were most impatieut to ba healed, ot
not that they wight verurn to therr hiowes, but that
they might agnin repair 1o the forests for the pur-
pose of fighting agniust the Russinns.

After whe rewurn of my pussport frore Vienne,
took my place in the ruilway tenin which conveys
passengers to Warsaw, aad nothing oveurred worthy
of mention except nn incident which [ sball notice
because it illustrates one branch of the Russiun ad-
ministraticn of wifiics in Polund. Upon ariving as
the frontier of Pol=nd, my lugrage was examined, 3
is usunl when u wraveller pnsses from one kingdoa
to wuother. On almost &il ocensions | have found
this examination to be & mere matter of form ; but
at the Polish frontier the inspeclion beeace a sourea
of great aunovynruee, tor iy books were detnined by
the Rueginn otlivers ot the stntion. The procveding
commences by the seigzure of some newepapers which
!'bad vsed 1o packing, The ignorant. barburinn who
Seized these pujers then proceeded to teur them.
Be could uot spenk o word of Freney, or ol German,
or Lialinn, sull less of Boglish, sod conid not read &
line of the papers woich he was thus destraying.
When traveiling in Geeece 1 had made n collecdon
of Greek newspapers, some of which were, for parti-
ealnr renseas, specindly ivlerosting to me. When [
snw Buw the barbsrian weated the fiest newspapers
that he tound, | bepan to fuar tiat wy whole cubies-
tion would be wesied in w similar maneer; and
linding that | could make myself understood ovly by
indicating the signs of a violent passivn, I lusy, or
alfected to lose, wy temper on the oceason, By
wenns of esclamations of vavious kinds, | convineed
the superior ufficers that they would be leld respon-
sibie ¥ any of my papers were lost, npd 1 thus saved>
my Greek vewspapers from desirnetion.  The cffiverd
then weighed the bouks mud pspers which had been
luken out ol wy porimentesn, und charged we u fee,
lenving me uucertzin whether | should ever see
collection of bouks whick | prize much aa svuvenirs
of my travels in the East. 1 did not at first under-
slaud the nature of the procecding which vecasioned
t ma this snunoyanee, but 1 subsequendy tearned
that i arose frum the cennre which s exercised of
sl buoks thut wre brought inro Polund. To this
¢ nsnre the Poles have heen subject during moro
than thirty years, The wode in Which it is escf-
cised io regerd of newspnpers thal arrive by post 18
very comical.  When a fureige journal coutnius nngy
maner the pubhicntion of which i Polaud 1s deaned
dangervus to the interests of Bussm, the ubjeetiona-
ble mutter is effueed by simping it out win print
ing ik, und Lhe newspaper, thus stiwulated with
binek putches, is delivered aceording w the sddress.
As for wy houks, I feared thut they were Jost for
ever, but by the kind interference of two Warsa®
binkers they were reeovered, nnd [ found them at
Berlin upon my arrival in whut city  Mentivn of this
ingigent nuturally lends wo to noiice the tact, that
during severnl months clundestice vewspupers have
been printed sud circulnted by the Secrer Guverc-
ment, which is now accepted ag the Nuwiconl Gov-
ernment of Poland. They communicate to the pub-
lic all the information nod instroctivns whick the
Secrer Gouvernwent degire to impart to the l’ul_!sh
nntion, and the suggestivns, or ratker orders, which
are thus intimnted are, for the most part, implicitly
oteyed. Hitherto the Russinn police have been
baflled in ali their attempts to discover the agents
by whom these newspapers are printed and circulat-
ed. Ic all my study of history 1 have found pothing
that is more remarkuble than the supremncy which
i3 at preseut €xercised in Polané by a government

!

with the names of whose members the world is un-
ncquainted. - The Rugsian uflicials nre numivally the

wmay be duly furnished. with passports.” I wnuld | adminisirators of public uffuirs in Poland, but durlog

the last four moutbs the effecuve control -and ma-
nagement of public concerns has been in the bands

ply for permissivn to see the prisons, as such per- o©f the Secret Government, and of wheir subordinates.
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