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“Bven so,’ they cry, * Lord God Almighty,
true and righteous are Thy judgments.”* .

(2) Aguin, notice the expression, “ Yo powers
of the Lord.” Surcly wc may include under
this expression all those great forces of nature,
which man has learnt only in recent days, and
is still learning, to subdue to his use and com-
fort, In the old days, when the cultivated
Alexandrian Jew was, 1 think we may say, a
leader of thought amongst men, these powers
were unexplained phenomena, grand and ter-
rible—but they were powers of the Lord,”
controlied and ruled by Him. Fascinated, as
he often was, by ‘“the glow of Greek culture
and wisdom,” the Alexandrian Jew returned
with unabated ardour to his Old Testament
Scriptures, and felt that they gave alight which
nothing else did. And one thing they taught
him, amid many a wild speculation it may be,
was, that all these powers were * powers of the
Lord”: (o him, as to the more ancient Psalmist
of his nation, the lightning and the thunder were
still tho voicoe of the Lord breaking the cedar
traos of Lebanon and discovering the thick
bushes in tho durk, sub-tropical night.}

(3) There is another expression:—“ O ye
nights and days, bless ye the Lord,” which we
should consider, It is no fortuitous order. [t
is the order of one who knew his Bible. He
does not forget that in the Order of Creation, it
was first ovening and then morning :—*The

Fvening and the Morning wero one day.” This,

as has beon woll observed, is God’s order in
gpiritual things as in natural, The darkness
was there, and then the true Light, which
lighteneth overy man coming into the world,
camo and shone upon it. * Yo were some time
darkness,” says St. Paul to the Ephesiaus, “but
now are yo light in the Lord.”{ And so St.
Peler suys to his Brethren of tho Dispersion,
that God had culled them * out of darkness into
His marvellous light."§ It is God's order then
—first death, then life; first the Crucifixion,
and then the Resurrection.

The Benedicite has beon used in the public
gervice of the Church from the earliest timos,
St Chrysostom suys that in his day it was sung
in all places throughout the world; it was at one
timo held of all the Canticles in the highest esti-
mation; in the Gallican Church it was sung
before the Gospel in the Holy Communion
offico; in the old Sarum use it was sung on
Sundays only; in the Greek Church it iy the
last of rine hymns to be ~ung at the service
called Lauds; and in our uwn Prayer Buok of
1549 it is ordered to be sung instead of the Te
Deum during Lent—a restriction which was
aftorwards withdrawn, And instead of the
concluding Doxology in the Greek, we use the
“ Gloria Patri,” thus turning it into a Christian
hymn.

The Bencdicite may Le called the Hymn of
the Student of Nature. The ancient Israclite
was a great student of Nature, Of course, he
was not a scientific observer as we understand
the phrase, but he wus an acute observer of
phenomena ‘novertheless. Tho love of natural
history is recorded of Solomon ;—* he spuko of
trees, from tho cedar tree that is in Lebanon
ovon unto the hyssop that springoth out of the
wall: he spuke also of boasts and of fowl, and
of creeping things and of fishes,”|| The prophet
Joel, too, doscribes with great uccuracy, “the
appearance of locusts us the appearanco of
hotses,” a and his brother propbet, Nahum, ro-
minds us, with equal accuracy, of the effect of
cold and darkness upon the locust swarm.b

# Tsa, vi, G, 7; St. Lnke, xxii, 43, xv. 7, 10;
Rev. xvi, 7. :
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b Nahum iii. 17,

ON BIBLE READING.

[From the West Indian Guardian.]
Professor Kirkpatrick, alluding to Westcott,
points out that the word Biblia is not the femi-
nine singular but the plaral neuter, and there-
fore instead of “ the Book * (Bible) it would be
better to rcad The RBooks, Thus by a correct
translation 'The Sacred Books would be better
understood as “ The Word of God ¥ than by the
modern attempt to make the book as it stands
Inspiration itself. 'With this descriplive title
the uncqual values of the different Books in
“The Divine Library” could be more eusily
cxplained.
ut our object is to offer some remarks on
the incrensing neglect of reading our Sacred
Books. This seems to be rather passed over in
surface speeches and plaiatude teachings; but
those who learn as they go realize it too sadly.
We fancy the Books are still perused to somo
extent by many who are poorly instructed.
They are also a rich storo-house for information
or argument for Christian converts from one of
the * Christian sects ” to another, or from any

non-Christian religion to some of the many kinds

of Christianity. But wo fear that the mass of
average Christinns—the very bone and sinew of
Christian life and piety—is by no means distin-
guished by its habitval study of thoso old writ-
ings of men whose minds wore infused with the
Spirit of God,

In this we donot imply any falling oft in their
reading of the Secred Books ou the part of those
whose proper duty it is to expound them. On
the other hand such we believe have a more in-
telligent grasp of their meaning and more ra-
tional respect for their teaching than provailed
at any other period in the past twelve bundred
years, Nor in this daily reading do we include,
of course, the lucubrations of self-willed Chris-
tian sceptics who read the books with the desire
to win tame by destroying them, though cating
thoir bread from funds to defend them.

We know how readily many would join issue
with us in our fears, while others would object
on unfriendly grounds; but the something that
concorns ue, and the fact that we are most re
luctant to welcome, is the growing feeling
among piously inclined persons that the sacred
writings are not quite satisfactory. We set aside
the ro-called ** criticism " of merely intellectual
religionists, and the perverting of Seripturs on
the part of Enthusiasts; but we bewail the ton-
dency to shelve old records embodying special
revelations from God to man on the ples, how-
ever tacitly acquiesced in, that they have lost
their force,

While we might enumerate many causes for
this feature amoug Bible believers, one reason
stands out prominently in the opinion that all
error, a8 well as truth, held by those who call
themselves Christians, is based avowedly on the
tonching of the Bible. So suggestive 15 this to
the practical mind that few can be surprised at
the consequence. Yet, instead of enquiring how
it can be, some accuse those who recognize this
unpleasant proposition of being secretly anxious
g)glf.ko littlo of the authority of the Word of
10

We do not presume to have an infallible, “cut
and dried,” antidote for this prevailing disorder.
But with due respect to volumes written on the

subject with rogard to Rome, infidelity, “ The

World,” ignorance, self-righteousness and kind-
red lions on the path, wo are strongly impressed
with the notion that the difficulty (among Non-
Romanists at all ovents) lies ‘rather in that
superstitious use of the Bible commonly called
RBibliolatry. Wo fear that confusion has followed
well-meaning  but un-warranted attempts to
raake the Biblo an oracle in itself instead of a
witness (o Christianity, The Bible is not a
troutiso of systematic divinity, but an historical
monument attesting the claims of God upon
man snd the duty of man unto God, The Gos-

pels reveal the mystery of the Incarnation gq
the ground work of all our hopes, and the Apos-
tolical Letters pleadingly urge on those Bap-
tismally upited to their Incarnated Hend the
importance of conforming their souls and bodjes
to the lines of those imperishable truths in
which they have been already instructed, ;md
as members of & Divine Kingdom into which
they have been already admitted. The Testa-
ment (or New Covenant) was written for and
to—not a sinful heathen world-—but those at the
time in the fold of the Holy Catholic Charch

whose doctrines were settled and whose princi:
ples were catechetically taught before a singlo
line of the second book of the Holy Writings
was committed to paper. And was it not ages
afterwards before those writings were collected
and put forth a8 canonical? They are, indeed,
to be reverenced, not merely as God’s word, but
as faithfully instructing us about The Word of
(God, who existed before the world was made,
Their language is entirely human: the princi-

ples enforced in them are Divine and eternal,
But this New Bible does not assume to take the
place of Him of whom it speaks; nor does it
put itself instead of thore heavenly channels of
grace divinely ordained; nor, again, is there
one word in it indicating that ite penman wished
it to bo substituted for the extension of the In-
carnation, namely, the Holy Church, the Body
of Jesus, the fold containing good and bad until
the end. So far is the Testament from doing

80 that its correct interprotation, by any system
of explanation that will stand the test, not only
of human experience, but of patristic and mod-
orn learning, is found in what best recognizcs
the paramount claims of Christ the Incarnate,
the Sacraments, the Church, the Ministry, and
the reality of the Kingdom of Heaven among

men. o short, the Tuspired Books speak con-

cerning Christ and His Church, The Chureb,

if the Holy Writings be reliabls, has the assur-

ance of the Divine presence and keeping until

the second Advent, To this great living, teach-

ing body, the pillar and ground of truth, have

the Sacred Books witnessed, To tho Church is
ontrusted the Saviour's Mission : to the Scrip-
tures is givon the witness of simple facts, of
incidental allusions and of direct admonitions,

If the Testament, as an early collection of
inspired documents, bo thus an auxiliary in the
proper sense, to the living Church, and not an
oracle unconnected with it, 1t would) follow,
whatever he expected of theological experts,
that the mass of instructed and therefore en-
lightenod Christians can most sutisfactorily read
those sacred writings when their relation to tho
Church is clearly understood, —when they feel
that the sacred penman inked warnings and

"teaching applicable to readers in our age, as

members, of the same visible Church that the
Apostles themselves, and tho persons thoy
wrote for, belonged to. He who studies the
Sacred Writings with this key to their meaning
will not read them to find out * tho truth " or a
new religion for himself; will not worry over
difficulties as if God asked him toexplain them,
but will read those precious old Memoirs and
Lotters in the Spirit of Devotion that his faith
and love as a churchman in the doctrines of tho
Ajpostles may be deepened and enriched. That
he may be wisor unto salvation in the anciont
folds of his pious forefuthers; that the Christian
life may have practical force on his condl_lct,
and religion may thus be indeed a reality.
This, wo submit, is the true antidote for neglect
of Bible reading, 1t is simply to adopt tho do-
yotional reading of Scripture insteud of its
Protestant abuse as an oracle or the Roman
conception of it us a book of occult or bidden
moaning. To thus read the Tostament, for tho
purpose for which it was_originally intended, i
to make it indeod as of old * & lamp for our foct
and a guide for our puth.”

In znother articlo we may have somo remarks
on thoso filse systems which claim, but really
do not take “ tho Bible for their guide.”



