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But are Foreign Missions th<
Church's great primary work ?

Let us look at the ground upot
which we undertake them at aill
Let us go back to that great centrai
event in the history of the world
and the Church, the Resurroction
of our Lord Jesus 'Christ. His
mighty work of atonement is fin-
ished. Sin is put away; Satan
" brought to nought," (Heb. ii. 14,
R.v.); Death conquered. Wbat
is next to b done ? le appears
ta His disciples. What command
does Ho give theM?

St. .fatthew's Gospel only tells us
of ONE,-." Ali power is given unto
Me in beaven and in earth ; go ye
therofore and teach (make disciples
of] all nations" (xxviii. 18-20).

St. Mark's Gospel only tells us of
ONE,-" Go ye ito all the world
and proach the Gospel to every
croatur'e"-with the results that
shall follow obedience-(xvi. 15-
18)

St. Luke's Gospel only tells us of
oNE,-" That repentance and remis-
sien of sins should ho pi'eached in
His naine among all nations"-
with the direction that they were
to tarry in Jerusalem until the
" power froum on high" to enable
them to do it came upon them
(xxiv. 47).

St. John's Gospel has more: It
records personal words to Mary
Magdalene, to Thomas, to Peter;
and no doubt some of tihose words
have their application to us all: but
still, to the disciples generally, only
ONE conmand is actually gven.-
" As My Father bath sent Me, oven
so send I you"-which is illustrated
in the next chapter by the miracle
wrought whcn they responded to
lhe order to " cast the net on the
right aide of the ship" (xx. 21),

The first chapter of the Acts also
records the Lord's last words before
Ris Ascension : wtoat were they?-
" Ye sial1 be wituess unto Me . .
unto the uttermost part of the
earth."b Not that what we should
eal1 Home work was excluded.
Tho Apostles themselves were to
" begin at Jerusalom." But only
to begin (ver. 8).
TUE OnEDIENCE OF THE APOsTLEs.

In the Acts we find these com-
mands obeyed; though sometimes
not obeyed fuilly without fresh re-
velations fron the Ascended Lord,
or providental indications of Ris
Witl. It is " the persecution that
arose about Stephen" that scatters
the disciples from Jerusaleum, and
sends thom "ovorywhore prenching
the word." It is by a special vis-
ion that Saul of Tarsus is (if we
may say se) dragged froin the
home-field ho inclined to himsoif.
Sec xxii. 19-21: "I said, Lord,
tey knew that I itpriasond ad
bout li every synagogue th tisai
beved QD *The"-thuai, Lord,
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how suitable a place Jerusalem is
for me: they knew me before:
they will believe me now"-and,
as events afterwards proved, it was
a brave request; but-" Ho said
unto me, Depart, for I will send
tbee far hence unto the Gentiles."
Thon ho does go to the Gentiles,
at Tarsus, and at Antioch, those
great hoathon cities: but even at
Antioch ho must not stay (xiii. 2),
"Separato Me Barnabas and Saul
for the work whereunto I have
called tbem"-and the struggling
infant Church, juat getting suffi-
ciently known to bave a nick-
naine given to it (xi. 26), and with
the pomp and wealth of the East
and West arrayed against it, bas
to send forth, with fasting and
prayer, not its third-rate mon
scarcely good enough for home
work, but its two apostles, the very
men who, it might more naturally
be thought, could not possibly be
spared. In the face of all this,
what do we suppose. is the Lord
Jesas Christ's estimate of Foreign
Mibsions?
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