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“Grace be with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity.”—Eph. vi. 24,

. “ Emeatly contend for the falth which was once delivered nnto the stints*—Jude 8.
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L EGGlESIASIEALNOTES. ‘those “ whom. thay have loved long since, and |ism from, Sunday to Sunday. Quoting & ro-

S T lost awhile.” The church iz restored to its

-TuEy axD Nogv.—TheRev. Canon Hole, in
a'speechi at-the -annual meeting of the Derby
branchi?6f the’ Chweth, of England Working
Men's Sbtiety, drew the following graphic pic-
ture of the develppment of Church work in his
native'parish: during his own' lifetime:—

ST Then,

- Our vicar, in my boyhood,: was néver seen in
the parish,: His:curate lived five miles away.
‘When he.came to give us ope short service on
the Sunday, be passed through a churchyard,
which was the village playground also, and
there was horse-play as well as child's play, for
I remember secing and hearing the village lads
as they chased the:churchwarden's steed, and’
shouted with delight'as. he. went lumbering
amid the broken stones, half hid by grass and
weeds, where. the -rude forefathers of “our ham-
let slept. .As he entered:the church (the clergy-
man, not the horse), the sparrows, twittering.
their protest at the strange intrusion, woke up
the bats from the rotten beams, and they came
forth; seiling solemnly eastward and westwaid,
ho! Thenimble hestle retreated at the double
to his entrenchment in the, broken pavement;
The-emaciated mouse forgot his famine in - his

fear. "Upon.tho walls, coloured originally.a.

e

gay ‘gamboge, the moisture, descending from
leaky roof and proken panes, ascending from
the sodden soil, which ‘had 'accumulated for
centuries outside, produced a green and yellow
melancholy, -dreary - to the eye and spirit.
There were pews -of every altitude, longitude
and latitade, in. which the dry rot of the sides
and seats vied with the wet 1ot of the floors;
and in their dingy.draperies and druggets
there were bloated spiders and mealy moths
and all mander of creeping: things and flies.
The service began with & hymn, and the hymn
was precéded by a keymote from the bassoon,
which ever reminded me of “Tho Ancient
Mariner "—*The wedding guest, he beat his
breast, for he heard the loud ‘bassoon"—and
which sounded ag though sonie nanghty boy in
Wombwell's Menagerie had stuck a pin in the
clephant’s trunk. Of the serviceitself, of those
prayers and praises which hive been the pre-
cious heritage of the Church almost from the
times of the Apoitles, I can only speak with
reverent adiniration, remembering that, despite
the nasal antiphones of ihe clerk, they were
offered by 'so many earnest.and humble gpirits,
now, as we bélieve, at rest. = Of the sermon, .1
may say that, as a composition, it left nothing
to be desirved, for what could be mo.e compos-
ing? At first, the heads of the audience were

seen erect and listening attentively, like watch-,

ful grouse among the heather; by-and-bye they
began to disappear and reappesr like a fisher-
man's float; then they totally collapsed, and
faint tones, as from the bagsoon at 2 distance,
“rose and fell on the alarmed air.” L
Now. C -
Now, the vicar resides, as in almost every
village in England, close to his ‘church, and 18
in it every day. The churchyard is well cared
for, planted and" mown: The widow and the
orphan bring flowers to deck the graves of

ancient beauty, The pews of all denomina-
tions, entomological museums, boudoirs, pri-

vate boxes, dull men’s sleeping oars, loose

‘boxes, are all gone; and in the uniformity . of
.the benches, free alike to all, is is proclaimed
that “out mother, the Church, hath never
{ason fo hopour before the rest,” and that as

the Dulke of Wellington said, when a poor man,

| walking before him to the altar, was requestod

to stand aside, *“Not so, we are all equal here.”
The services are daily, instead of weekly ; four
in place of one on Sunday ; and an organsuper-
sedes the bassoon.

PrLAx Seeaxing By o Bisgor.—The Bishop
of Truro, preaching at St. Peter’s, Haton
Square, London, on behsalf of the repair fund
of the church, after some loca! allusions, said
that the condition of that fund, to which the
many refused to give while the few did so be-
yond their moans, was a parable of the present
state of the Church and realm.  Monday had
left its mark in London, and not a single Iand-
owner but .was impoverished through the pro-
vailing depression. We were passing through
a critical period, A nation must have sorrows,
and when the old order was giving place to tho
new, the period of transition was naturally one
of pain and peril. . There was_slealing over
meén a'kind of apathy which need strong words,
deeds, " sacrifices and prayers to make men
awgke, such as the monks of St, Bernard em-
ploy to rouse men from the deudly torpor of
sleep. In spite of desires for good, and philan-
thropic schemes on all hands, men failed to
realize their individual vesponsibility. The ery
of the hungry ones was rising up in the ears of
God, and it was little wonder that tho peoplo
were embittered against the upper classes, and
slandered them when they road of the wicked
extravagance in wine and in trousseau, and
knew that fow even among the good living
dare part company with their fellows, if after
kindly warning, and subsequently the strong
voice, thoy would not give up their wretched
solf-indulgence which made the lives of women
8 burden. '

Tre Dangers or Mopery Lire.—The Rev.
Canon Percival, President of Trinity College,
Oxford, preached a Jowerful sermon at St.
Paul’s, last month, on the dangers of modern
life, which were so similar to those of tho Ath-
enians, who *spent their time in nothing clse
but either to tell or to hear somo new thing.”
The population of Athens, by tradition repre-
sentative of republican tendencies, marked by
a resiless and inquisitive activity, spending itg
days in public, turning coustantly to the mar-
ket-place for ils sensations and surprises, to
whom the mission of St. Paul was simply a
silent failure, has its counterpart, said the
preacher, in the life of this city, with its cease-
less rush of daily news; we indulge in the
game criticism and discussion of svery new
topie, Their time and ours is marked by the
decay of old faiths, by unrest and uneasiness
of heart. Their's was a time of transition, and
of doubtful outlook, and so is ours. The tend-

‘ency -of their life was strongly materialistic,

and a good deal of our's is practical material-

mark made the othor day, “ We all desire to
beliove ourselves Christinns, but without the
cost of porsonal allegiance to Christ,” Dr. Per-
cival urged upon his crowded congrogation the
truth that porsonal conscoration, and that
alone, would save men from wrock and failure
amidst tlie ovor-rostless sen of London lifo,
with all its accomplishmonts, its rofinoments,
its oelectic philosophies, and ity unknown God,

Tae DaNgeER oF INDIVIDUALISML.—The Rov.
R. Eyton, dosignated by many s the ¢ coming
nian,” and who has beon selocted to tako tho
place of 2 Canon of St. Paul's, who is invalided,
spoko recently of the danger of an exaggoratod
individualism in the Christian Church, an indi-
vidualism which bids us think perpetually of
our own salvation ag an end uf lifo, thad seems
to consecrate spiritual selfishnoss as the highest
virtuo, “ Wo read wearily in railway stutions,
and at other places, appeals torn {rom their
contoxt in tho Scriptures, and made to subsorve
an intolerable individualism.” Mr. Kyton wont
on to speak of the incvitable reaction from tho
crude associations which scom 1o enense o))
Christianity in the system that meant that
every man was to do the best for himsalf, and
leave cther people to get on as best they could,
and the throwing of all the onergies into
schemes of philanthippy, to the neglect of that
personal conseeration which is indispensableto
real religions effort. Mo also warned the ¢ol-
lective Church of tho dunger of condoning the
eternal laws of truth and love in ordor to keep
touch with the poople, -and helping them to
their social ends.

Exrrorarion ofF PaLEsTINE—Tho Family
Churchman states that n feoling of great satis-
faction is felt alike in Christian and in Jewish
circles at the detormination of the Committee
of the Palostine Exploration Tund to make'ay
organized nnd systematic eflort (o obtain trust-
worthy information respecting the manndrs and
customs of Palestine and Syria genorally. "The
field of enguiry proposed by the Committee
embracos such questions as religion and morals,
health and disenso, superstitions, Jegends and
traditions, language, industries, arts, provorbs,
&c. Almost concurvently with this decision
for investigation comes the romarftublo state.
ment of & young engineer who hus just return.
ed from Palestine to Sweden, that ho has ox-
plored the site of tho Temple and the surround-
tng locality, and is of opinion that the Ark of
the Temple is buried in tho valley of Hinnom,
He offors, if furnished with the necossury
means, to undortake its recovery,

Deara or Brsmor HanNiNaroNn.—~Official tol-
legrams from Zanzibar confirm the recent re.
port of the putting to death of Bishop Han-
nington by tue King of Mombasa. Datiful ge.
quiescence in the will of God, supported by that
feeling of holy joy which mingleswith our deep
gorrow when we hear or read of “a faithful
witness, even unto death,” is the attitude: of
mind for which Christians must pray in the
presence of such a trial. It is but a year since’
wo wept over the martptdom of Gordon; only
a year, and again the.Cpurch triumphs in the
death of a valiant son,” .. -



