
Living Animals enclofed inJfolid Bodies.

(pace. As- foon 'as the wo.od was eut, it
came out, and (kipped away- very aleritly.
No tree could bc more found. No place,
could be difcovered through which it was
poffhibe for the animal to have penetrated ,
wiich led the recorder of the fad to Cup-
pofe, that the (pawn, from which it origi-
nated, mufn, by fome unaccountable acci-
dent, have been in the tree from,the very
lir(l moment of its vegetation. The toad
had lived in the.tree withoaut air, and what
i% 1ill more furprifing, had fublifted on the
fubftance of the vood, and had grown, in
proportion as the tree had grown. This
fadt was attefled by Mr. Herbert, ancient
profefonr of philofophy at Caen.

In 1731, Mr. Seigue wrote ta the Aca-
demy of Sciences at Paris, an accounc of a
phenomenon, exaaly firilar ta the pre-
ceedini, one, except that the tree was lar-
ger, and was an oak. inflead of an elm,
which makes the inflance more furprifing.
-Frorn the' fize of the oak, Mr. Seigne
judged that the toad muft have exifned in
it, without air or any external nourifh-
ment,.for the fpace of eightf r a hundred
years.

We ffàill cite a third inflancerelated in
a letter, of the 5 th of February 17So,
written from the neighbourhood of St.
Mextnt, of vhich the fallowing is a co-
py.
- 4A few days ago I ordered an oak tree

of a tolerable fize ta be eut down, and
converted into a bcam that was wanted
fQr à building which I was then con(ru..
ing. Having feparatèd the head from the
trunk, three men were.ermployed in fqua-
ring it ta the proper fize. About four
iriches were to be eut away on cach fide.
I vas prpit during :he tranfaaion. Con-
ceive what was my ailonifhment, when t
(a w. them throw ·arde: their tools, fiart
back fron the tree, and lx their eyes on
the fame point, with a kindof amazement
and terror 1 I inilantly approached, and
looked at the part of the trée which had
fixed their attention. My furprize equal-
ld theirs, on feeing a toad, about the fize
of a large puJlet's egg, incrufled in a man-,
ner 'in the tree, at the diflance of four'
inches from the dianýeter, and fifteen from
the root. It was cut ýnd mnang.led by the
axes.but it flUl moved.- - drew it ,with
difLiculty from·its abode, cr rather prifun,
ýwhiclh it f;led fo ompletrly, that it feem-
cd ta be rather comprefi:d. .lplaced it on
the grafs : it appeared old, thin, Ianguilh-
ing, and decrepid. We afterwards eg-
mined the tre wit.ththe niceft care,.to diÇf
cover hov it had glidedîn . but the tree
was perfeally whole and founid.'

Thefe fads, but ý particularly- the me-
G indu-ý.çcd, -ie Hor!1týn

ta make experiments. calculated to afcer-
tain their.certainty.

February zi, 1771, he enclofed .threé
live toads in Co many cafes of plaifter, and
thut them up in a deal box, which he allo
covered with a thick plainler. On the 8th
Of April, 1774., having taken away :the
plainler, he opened the box, and found the
cafes wvhole, and two of the toads alive.-
The one that died vas larger than the o-
thers, and had been more compreffed in
irs cafe. A careful.examînation of thiE
experiment.convinced thofe who had wit-
neffed it, that the animais were fa enclo.
fed that they could 'have no -poffible com.
munication with the.external air, and that
they mufi have exifled during this lapfe of
time-without the Imallefn nourifhment.

The Acaderny prevailed on Mr. Heriffan
to repeat theexperiment. He enclofed a-
gain the two furviving toads, and placed
the box in the hands cf the fecretary, that
the fociety might open it. whenever they
fhould think proper. But this celebra.ted
naturali(: wai too firongly intereied in
the fubje', ta be fatisfied with a fingle
experiment ; he. made_ therefore the two -

following :
. î. He placed, i 5 th April in the fame

year, two live toads in a bafon of plaifter,
vhich he covered vith a glafs care, that

lie -might obferve them frequently. On
the ninth of the following month he pre-
fented this apparatus 'ta the Academy.
One of the toads was till living; the o-
ther had died the preceding night.

z. The fam day, April 15, he enclofed
another toad in a glafs bottle, which he,
buried in (and, that it night have no com,4.
munication with the external air. This
animal, which he prefented -ta the Aca-
demy at the fame time, was perfealy well,
and even croaked. whenever.the bottie was
fhaken in which he was confined.:. It is
ta be lamented that the death of Mr. He.-
riffan put a nfop ta thefe experiments.

We beg leave to oblerve on this fubjet},
that the power which thee animals appear
to poirefs of Ctipporting abllinence for' Co
lopg a time, may refuit from a very flow
digeflion, and perhaps fro(n the fingular
nourilhment vhich they ýerive, fro.m
themfelves. - M. -..rignon obferves, that
this animal fieds its <kin feveraI time.s in
the cou rfe of, a year, and that it always
fwallows it. He has-known, -he fays, .a
l.arge toad' <hed its -kin fix times in;one
winter.. in hort, thofe îvhich, fram the
fa41s we have related, may be fuppofed to
haveexinted for nany- centuries without
nourifhment, have been n a total mac
non, in a furpenfion oflife. in a tempera-
turc that has adinittedof no difflution
fo.thyatit vas not necefTary to repair a.rI
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