Living Animals enclofed in folid Bodies.
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fpace.
came out, and (kipped away very. alertly.
‘No tree could be more found, No place,
could be difcovered through which it was
poffible for the animal to have penetrated ;
which led the recorder aof the faét o fup—
pofe, that the fpawn, from which it cngx-
" nated, muft, by fome unaccountable acci-
dent, have been in the tree from.the wvery
firt moment of its vegetation, The toad
had lived in the.tree without air, and what
is ttill more furprifing, had fubfifted on the
fubftance of the wood, and had grown, in
proportion as the tree had grown. This
. faét was attefted by Mr. Herbert, ancient
profeffor of philofophy at Caen.

In 1731, Mr. Seigue wrote to the Aca-
demy of Sciences at Paris, an account of a
phenomcnon exa&tly fimilac to the pre-:
ceeding one, except that the tree was lar.
ger, and was an oak. inftead of an elm,
which makes the infltance more futprifing.
—From the fize of the oak, Mr. Selgnc
judgcd that the toad muft hz\'e exifted in
it, without air or any extérnal nourifh-
ment, for the fpace of eighty or a hundred

ezrs.

We fhall cite a thnrd inflance, related in

‘a l:ucr, of the' sth of February 1380,
written from the neighbourhood of St.
. Mexent, of which the followmg is a co-

Py-

- €A few days ago | ordered-an oak tree
of a tolerable fize 1o, be cut down, and
converted into a ‘beam that was wanted .
for 4 building which I was then conftru&-

ing.

ring it to the proper fize. About four
inches were to be cut away on gach fide.
I was prefentduring the. tranfa&ion. Con-
ceive what was my a&omfhment, whep
- faw, them throw - afide. their tools, flart
back from the tree, and fix their eyes on
the fame point, with a kind of amazement
and terror I 1 inftantly approached, and
locked at the part of the tree which had
fixed their attention.
léd theirs, on feeing a toad, about the fige
of a }argc pullet's egg, mcruﬂed inaman-,
ner in the treg, at che diftance of four
inches from the.dm‘ne‘er, and fifteen from
the roog. It was cut and mangled by the
axe, bur it fill . moved. -1 drew’ it ,with
dxﬂiculty from-its abode, cr rather prifon,.
which it filled fo sompletely, that I;feem-
ed to be rather comprefled. I, placed it on
the gxal's it appeared old, thm, languiih~
ing, and decrepid.
mired the trec with'the mce(‘t care,.to daf—'
cover hiow it had ghded in ;. but the tree
“as perfe&i) whole and found.’ e

’lhcfe fa&s, but ‘particularly- the mea .

mmr of M ' Guctt.nrd, mdx.ccd M, hcrullm

As- foon .as the wood was cut, it

Having feparated the head from the
trunk, three men were ‘emplayed in fqua- ..

My furprize equal-

‘We afterwards exa- -
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to make cxpcnments calcutated to al‘cer—
tain their certainty.

Fcbruary 21, 1771, he ‘enclofed _threé
livs toads in fo many cafes of plaifter, and
. fhut them up in a deal box, which heallo
covered with a thick plaifter. On the 8th
of April, 1774, having taken away ‘tlie
plaifter, he opened the box, and found the
cafes whole, and two of the toads alive,—
The one that died was larger than the o.
"thers, and had been more comprefled in -
its cafe. A carcful examination of thi
experiment. convinced thofe who had wit. .
neffed it, that the animals ‘were fo enclo.
‘fed that they could ‘have no -pofiible com-
munication with the.external air, and that
they muft have exifted during this lapfe of
time-without the fmalleft nourithment. .

. The Academy prevailed on Mr: Heriffan"
to repeat theexperiment. He enclofed a-
gain the two furviving toads, and placed -
the box in the hands of .the fecretary, that
the fociety might open it whenever they
fhould think proper. -But this celebrated -
naturaln(’t was too f{trongly intereited in
the fub)e&, to be fatisfied with a fnglc
experiment ; he. made_therefore the two' .
following :

. ¥. He placed, 15th Aprilin the fame
year, twolive toads in a bafon of plaifter,
which he covered with a glafs cale, -that
he might obferve them frequensdy. ' On
~ the ninth of ‘the following month he pre-

. fented this apparatys ‘to the Academy.
One of the toads was ftill living;.the o-
ther had died the preceding night. .

“ 2. The fame day, April 1%, he enclo[ed
another toad in a glaf; boule, which he, -
buried in fand, that it might have nocom-;
monication’ with the external air. This .
animal, which he _prefented -to. ‘the Aca--
_demy at the fame time, was perfeétly well,
‘and even croaked whenever.the bottle was .
fhaken in which he was confined. It is
to be lamented that the dcath of Mr. He- ..

- riffan put a ftop to thefe expenments. :

Weé beg leave to obferve on this fubject, -

that the power which thefe animals appear

to polfefs of fupporting abftinence for' fo
long a time, may refult from a very flow -
digeftion,. and perhaps from- ‘the ﬁngular
nourilhment  which they . derive. from_:
themfelves. - M. Grignon ob(erves, ‘that -
this animal fheds its. {kin feveral timesin. .
the courfc-of, a year, and thatit.always.,
fwallows it. He has: known,he faysy .2
large toad fhed its fkin fix times_in;one’
winter,. In.fhort, thofé which,. from-the--
faéts we have related, may be. fuppofed to’ ',
haveexifted. for many- cemunes witligut s
nounthment, have been In.:a. total inag.".,
‘tion, ina (ul'penfon cfhl’c, in‘a"tempera-
‘ture that has admitted of no d;ﬁ‘oluuon 50
fo thatit wis not, ncceﬂ‘ary to; repaxr any
To3l2 : lofs, :




