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bein’g' convicted thereof by the cath of one or more credible

witness or witnesses, before any court of justiciary or any one
or more justices of the pence for the shire or stewarty, or judge
ordin=ry of the place where such offence shall be committed,
shall suffer punishment without bail during the space of six
months and no longer, and being convicted fora sccond offence’
before a court of judiciary or at the circuits, shall be liable to
be transported to nny of his Mnjesty's plantntions beyond the
sens, Lthere to remain for the space of seven years” What js
to be done with this rock ahead 7 The Scoteh say that accord-
ing to their legal jurisprudence, ncts or parlinment expire in
forty years, unless reclnimed by action within the period.
Bome of their best judges, however, say that when such a law
exinty, it remaing in foree if gencrally obeyed, and with all
Iegal writers n very grave doubt is continuslly expressed
whether that rile can apply to any other than acts passed by
the purely Scottish parlinment. T'his act in question heing
under *one of the Georges,” evidently for safety requires
repeal, and the kooner n notice is put on the papers of both
Houses of Parlinment the better,  Noble Scolchinen of high
birth and lineage have often graced the levees of St. James',
the drawing-rooms of Buckingham Palace, and the balls of
Windsor, in the gay and fuscinating ¥ garh of Old Gaul” (so
kin to the garb of the ancient Roman), that it is o pity it
should stand on the sintute-book proseribed as a criminal
offence to wear it inferring penal servitude. None are tuow
more loyal than Ter Majesty’s Highland sobjects, The great
and good Prince Consort, whose taste for the picturesque, it is
acknowledged by allywas not only of n bigh but of a first-clurs
order, nrrayed himsell in this magnificent costume, and all
the Princes of the Royal Mouse, with the sanction of our bu-
Toved liege lady the Queen, have from time to time been
dressed in Highland array, and therefure it only requires the
glightest touch of the pruning-knife to excise this thorn from
the stemn of the thistle; and we ussure our brave mointaineers
that the generosity for which they always give us full credit
will be exerted to ils ntmost openncess of liberality in assist-
ing to cancel this penal clause.  We shall be the first to tuke
tn congratulatory sutfl” from the cairngorm gold-mounted
horn, when it dangles free beside the dirk, and shall most cor-
dinlly shake the haud no longer required to sign over an in-
dictment of guilty or not guilty of wearing a gauntlct to the
knowledge of an assize!  Purge the roll before the marriage
day, nnd let the sheen of the claymore-hilt, and the Lurnished
preciens metals, ornate of the sporan, the buclar, and the belts,
gleaw back the retlex light of the emblematic light of ¢ the
altar Inmp™ as britliantly as the holy flane of love beams from
the Llushing pair as the priestly words, ¢ For better or for
worse” make them one for ever —Court Journal.

SPONTANEOUS COMBUSTION,

A contributor to the Boston Jonrnal of Chemistry says :

Any light that can be oldained on spontancous combustion
adds nota little to the value of real estate. We believe a large
pereentage of the fires charged to incendiarisin are really
owing to spontancous combustion, so called, We purpose
giving three cases, two of which have come under our own
experience.

1. Within o year, twenty-cight rolls of cotton cloth in one
of our large dycing cstablishments were dyed black, and were
deluayed o few days before they could be starched and finished.
Two of these rolls were discovered {o be on fire—not in flamus,
but in asmonldering condition, or charred into tinder; a third
roll was g0 hot that hands could not handile the c¢loth, and the
woekden roller upon which the cloth was wound was heated
almost to the point of ignition. o

The rolls of cloth destroyed were the fiest dyed, aud conse-
quently had been longer exposed than the others, which in
a measure explaing why all the rolls were not in the same
condition,

In the dycing, the first rolls were dyed without washing, by
an oversight of the dyer. This is the point of importance, as
the chiemienl salts were left in the cloth,  Logwood, potash,
sulphute of copper, and sulphate of iron constituted the dye,
and we suggest this explanation as the probable cause of the
fire. 'The potash and sulphate of iron change to sulphate of
potash and hydrate of iron, by the absorption of oxygen from
the atmosphere or from moisture in the cloth, and the heat
thus developed reaches the point of ignition. Cloth in drying
is very liable to contain heated moisture.

2. Within a year a fire was discovered in a silk-mercer's
shop in London., The fire originated in a lot of Llack-dyed
silk, and was discoverad, as in the first instance, before flame
had burst vut. The conclusion reached was that it was not
safe to have black-dyed sille in Jarge masses, and that cach
picee ought to be so placed as to allow a free circulation of
air.  We think it quite probable that the explanation of the
combustion is the snme as in the preceding case.

3. In trying to get vid of rats in a dwelling house, the floors
werg taken up in order to cut off their ingress, if possible.
The box that held the hot-water pip:s was found to ben
favourite resort for the vermin, and had actually been on five.
The sides were charred, but there had not been sufficient air
ta sustain combustion.  Upon investigation ns to the cause of
the incipient fire, we are nol left long in doubt, for a store of
remnnnts of greasy cloths used in washing dishes was found,
which had heen rought by the rats from the kitchen. Some
of these were charred, and the others were well saturated with
grease and oils, This fire was quite a distance from the
kitchen range, forty fuel at the least.

It would be very natural in all these cases, if the real causes
had not been so apparent, to attribute the origin of the fire to
incendiarvism. ) S

We havo a very firm impression that the intraduction of
conl oils for Inbrieation of machinery has very materially re-
duced the number of fires from sponiancous combustion,
owing to the fact that tho coal oils do not absorl oxygen;
and that for this reason, if for no other, insurance companies
can aflord to iusure mill property for less rates than they
do at present.

“John,” raid a father to his son one day when he caught
him shaving the *down’ off his upper lip, # don't throw your
shaving water out where there are any bare-footed boys, for
they might get their feet pricked.”

A fisherman of Trinity Bay, on opening n codfish one day
last summer, found in it o weddiog ring bearing engraved on
“the inside the words - God abov continew our love!! The fish
had persistently vefused to swallow a spelling book.

A PAPAL CRUSADE.

A correspondent of the Pall Mall Gazette, writing from
Rome on the 13th ult, has the following : —tt It seems certain
that forcees for the recovery of the Pontifical States are being
mustered in Belginm, a country whose independence rests on
its neutrality, and that when all is ready the Pope will leave
Rome and put himself at their head to lead them to the field.
The Questor of Rome has just seized at a house in the Corso
a lithographic stone, representing the bronze cross agsumed
by the Crusaders on their cnrolinent. I send you a fag-siinile
of this Ludge, which bears on one side the inseriplion—¢Cru-
cinta Catholica Militin Jesu Christi;” &c., &c.; and on the
other the words— Christus vincit; Christus regnat ; Christus
imperat in wternmin pro Petri Sede et Beclesin.” The whole
is surmounted by a voyal crown, with the motto “Rex Regum.”
Funds are pouring into the Vatican sufficient to meoet cvery
expense.  During last month the Pope received 1,101,000 fr.,
and since the st of February this sum has been swelled by
400,000 fr. more. Nearly all the officers of the disbanded
Pontifical army, and the bulk of the soldiers, have embraced
the crusade, nud are now vecciving their old pay, while vol-
unteers are mustering in every part of the Continent, General
Kanzler is in Buelgium, and the day before yesterday Com-
mander Filippani proceeded to Brussels with despatches 1or
the Nuncio and the Arelbishop of Malines which are believed
to relate to the expedition.  An attempt will be made at ihe
same time to effect a pupal rising in Rume, and Monsignor de
Mévorde: is lubouring zealously to prepare this mine,”"—7This
story looks very much as if manufactured vut of whole cloth,
Had the Pope wanted to go to war, might he not have done
82 any time these last half dozen years, since Umbria and
the Marches were pilfered from his petty domain 7 Surely he
i3 not such a poor strategist as to wait until he loses all before
striking—if he means to strike—for his own.

BEER SOLD BY THIE 'OUND,

One of the brightest and strongest of Amhurst's jocular
stories relates to the kecper of an ale-louse, that stood near
the Oxford Pound. To call attention to his liquor the trades-
man announced by placard that e sold beer by the pound,
whercupon the students made arnn to thg place of entertain-
ment to sce if they could not buy pndding by the yard from
the tradesman who sold malt Hyguor by weight, Summoned
to appear before the vice-chaneellor and give an account of
his commercial duings, the seller of beer, instead of satisfving
the curivsity of his inguisitorial judge, began to spit about the
vice-chaneellor's pactonr, to the lively astonishment and dis-
gust of that great person, who demanded what the fellow
meant by his unseemnly conduct. & Yon summoned me to
clear myself,” answered the cnlprit, coughing and spitting
still more profuscly, “and T have come to clear myself—and I
will elear wyself.” 6 Clear yourself, sirrah," roared the vice-
chiancellor, © 1 expect yon to clear yourselt in a difforent way
from that. They tell me you sell ale by the pound. # Na,
indecd, your worship.” ¢ Don't you ?2—then how do yondo?"
To which inquiry the fellow responded, ¢ Very well, indeced,
I thank yon, Mr. Viee-Chancellor; pray how do you do, sir?
The impudence of this answer infuriated the vice-chaueellor,
who, crying out, ** Get yon gone for a rascal,” turned the
taverner out of the room. “ Away went the fellow,” says
Amhurst, “and meeting with one of the proctors, told him
that the vice-chancellor desired to speak with him immedi-
ately;” the proctor in great haste went to know the vice-
chancellor's commands, and the fellow with him, who told the
vice-chancellor, when they came before him, that bere he was,
“Tere hie is!” says the vice-chancellor, = who is here?®
“Sir says the impudent ale-house keeper, © you bade me go
for a rascal; and Jo! here have T brought you one.” Bat the
poor fellow paid dearly for Lis jokes; his licence was taken
away, and he was committed to the ecastle prison.—7eaffreson’s
Annals of Oxford.

Hour Pnotocrarui iy Caur.—A letter from the special
correspontdent of the [iaily Maes at the German head-quarters
gives a graphic account of the universality of home photo-
graphs amouygst the German soldiers, Fle says:—4%1 never
knew a German officer or soldier who was a family man thut
did not carry with him photographs of his wife and children,
By this time the cartes are getting divty and thumb-marked,
for they are had out for inspection and admiration very often,
You will see a couple of oflicers in the casino, or at the mess.
table, interchanging sights of photographs, and then comes a
gossip about the children's nges. 1 have watched the growth
of o warm fricndship between two gentlemen I bave the
pleasure {0 know, the first [ink in which was the discovery at
one of these quict tatks over the pictures, that one had a boy
and the other a girl, whoe were born on the very same day of
the very same year. 1 have seen two huge hairy sentinels at
a double post far to the front exhibiting one o the other the
gallery of family portraits, fetehed out of a sweat-besmirched
pocket in the breast of the tunie. This afternoon I was
standing by the white house on the hill behind Aundilly, try-
ing, with but little success; to get a glimpse of the firing
through the fog bank, when there joined me two or three men
of the 26th Regiment, and we natueally fell into conversation,
Presently, as [ turned fo go, one of them remarked, in perfectly
good Eaglish,  Heigho! I wish this weary war was over, and
I back in New York 'The man had been for seme years
earning his two dollars a day as a house-painter in Now York,
and had got-married and begot sons and danghters. When
the war Lrolke out he threw down his brush, shipped himself,

wife and daughter—the boys were dead—on board 'a. Nortly ©

German Lloyd steamer, and had fallen into his place in the
ranks with no more fuss, or conscionsness of extra patriotism,
than if he had come for o holiday. Of course, out came the
phatographs—he carried them, to be handy, inside the folded
cuft of his grent coat. ¥ Al! isn’t shea fine woman just; and
isn't the girl a beanty?" e was proud of his belongings,
and had no stuck-up reticence about owning up Yo his pride.
As I walked home, after leaving him, T fell a pondering on
the differences m national idiesyncracies, and there came to
my recollection the pictorial coutents of sundry Freuch
officers’ knapsncks that German officers spoke of after Sedan
and Metz, their noses in the air as if they had inhaled a
fou! stink.”

A reporter thus graphically deseribes the effect of a storm
in the North Sea :— While the storm was at its height tho
vessel heeled to the larboard, and the captain and another
ensk of whiskey rolled overboard,”

Mouat, great the credulity of the DT,

MISOELLANEA:

PAINTINGS OF THE RovaL Marniaoe.—Messrs, John O'Connor
and L. C. Barnes have been commissioned by, the Queen to -
paint the picture of the marriage of the Irincess Louise,

Wiy Do Cmitprexy Die?7—In answer to this
HMedical Kecorder holds the following language :
“The reason why children dic is because they are not taken
carc of.  Frow the day of birth they are stuffed with water,
suffocated in hot roows, and steamed with bed-clothes.  So
much for in-doors. When permitted to breathea breath of
pure air once or twice during the colder monihs; only the nose
is permitted to peer into daylight. A little later they are
sent out with no clothes at all on the parts of the body which
most need protection.  Bare legs, arms, and necks, girted
middles, with an inverted nmbrella to colleck the air and chill
the other parls of the body. A stout, strong man goes out in
a cold day with gloves and overcoat, woollen stockings and
thick double-soled boots with cork between and rubbers over.
The same day a child of three yerrs old, an infant of flesh and
bload, wad bone and constitution, goes out with hose ag thin
as paper, cotton socks, legs uncovered to the knees, neck bare,
an exposure which disubles the nurse, kills the mother out-
right, nnd makes the father an invalid for weeks. And why ?
To hurden them fora mode of dress which they are never ex-
pected to practice.  To accustom them to exposure which a”

dozen years later would be considered downright foolery,”

question, ;v_'the'

A Brack Covstry Lecexp —Early in the present century,
when Bilston was a lonyg straggling village, with one main
strect, which formed a part of the mail road from London to
Chester and Holyhead, the Bull's Head (advertised for sale
Lady-day, 1871) was the principal inn of the place, and a well-
known haostelry on the old Irish ronte. It was naturally, and
almost as a matter of course, the house at which the town
worthivs were wont to mect, drink good wholesomes home-
brewed ale out of the Staffordshive black-glazed. pots, smoke
their Brosely pipes, and talk over the politics of Lhe day and
the titde-tattle of the neizhbourhaod.  One brizht summer's
eve, while thus pleasanty engaged in the modest smoking-
roomt (voffer rooms had not us yet come into existence), a
gentleman rides up fo the door, followed by his servant with
the saddle-bags.  There i of course, great curiosity amongst
the guests assembled to kunow whe the stranger may be ; and
from the communicative valet they soon learn that heis an
Irish officer en route to Londan,  They become imimedintely
desirous of his company amongst themselves, both for society
and news’ sake; but the gentleman unsocially keeps his own
roum upstairs,  Bo that at Lest, driven to desperatinn, and
perchance somewhat pot valinnt, one of the company, Mr,
Edward Woolley, of Stonefields, a serew-maker (7. 2., of iron
serews for woodj, seieds np the servant with his chronameter
to ask the Ivishman i he can tell what time it is by an Eng-
lish watch,  Great anxiety ensues as to the regalt,  Presently
tise servant rewrns with his wmaster's compliments, and he
will Le down directly with the wateh and an answer A great
shuflling of feot is heard overivand; and by nnd by appears
Milesius, followed by his bodyguard bearing a tray with the
watch and a brace of pistols on it. He unhesitatingly aunoun-
ces that e has come to challenge the owner of the watch,
aud hopus he will have the “dacency” to claim it and take up
one of the pistols.. (To the scrvant)—i Take the watch
round, Joha!' «ls it yours, sir?’ The old doctor, Moss,
was the first thusaddressed ; and amongst others present were
Messrs. Price and Bushbury. ¢ No sir!” was the invariable
auswer from eich put to this crucial test. At length it comes
to the owner, ¢ Is the watch yours, siv?? 1« Nosir!? ¢ Well
then, John, since no one will own the wateh, put it in your
pocket ; and as we do not appear to have fullen among 'jintle-
men,’ bring out the horses, and we'll ride on another stage.”
The tale, of course, seon got abroad, wnd to the end of his
carcer poor Woolley, or rather « Ooley,” as he was generally
called, was anccosted with ¢ What's o'clock, Mr. Qolley 77
Ouly within & year or two of his death, while riding quietly
along in his carriage, 2 younyg urchin thus annoyed him: and
in wetting out to make a dash after Wim, “ poor Oolley ™ was
upset aud grievously injured. So that he had good cause long
to ramnember ¢ his fumily turnip,” and his prestige of Quixotic
cumbativeness.—Notes and Queries. ’

How Coarn 1s Discovirep 1y Brxcan.—The Bombay Gaszette
publishies the foiluwing : —4 Ceal was recently reported to have
be n found in great quantity and of first-class quality at Mid-
nupure, in Bengal. The story, for there is o story, witl interest
more than merchents and mineralogists.  We commnend it to
the notice of any sensational novelist of the period who may
bLe in want of o subjeet, 'The bave plot of : The Ticket of
Leave Man, or the Black Diamonds of Midnapore,” runs thus:
¢ Ao Australian convict, named Henderson, who was scrving
aut a high court sentence in the Presidency Jail, was sent to
Midnapore to aildin sinking a well for the Cueittral Prison there.
Shortly after his avrival he reported that he had come upon
coal—lumps of which were certainly produced Ly him from
the shaft, and identified in Caleutta as ¢ fully equul to the
best English steam.”  The geological depariment, which at
first had dented that coal could be founit there, began-to stam-
mer out doubts as to the aceuracy of its maps, Borings were
made all round the site of the Central Jaile—and the lLorving
tubs, under Henderson’s auspices, generally and judictously
bronght up traces of conl.  Great was the excitement of Dr.
Already, in the
vivid imagination of the inspector-general, furnaces flamed
and chimuueys smoked, and an eastern Birmingham covered
the bare slopes of the jail platean.  Mr. Henderson, now out.
of his tinie, was appointed on a salary of 130 rs. per mensem,
to aid in the borings; the Damooda Caual pruject got an extra
knock on tne head ; Midnapore was to extinguish morally and
finudly all Ranecgunj. It is now reported from Caleutta, and
we fear with truth, that Mr. Henderson, the beneficent ticket-
of-leave man, has disappeared, having spoiled the confiding
tradders of Midnupore of jewels and much rajment: with him,
alag ! hins also disappeaved: the coal seam, and the trembling
native well-diggers are confossiug that, bribed or butlicd by
P the sahiby” they had procured a few lumps of “beladti korla”
to drop down the well shaft, while a handful of conl dust
shoved into the borer, when apportunity offered, seemed to
make the durra saki) so «khoosh,” that it would have been
gnite a pity not to gratify him. No wonder the Midnapore
coal was s equal to the best Eoglish steam,” sceing that it was
indeed that precise article,! :




