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perceived by ita fruite, Tho fruit of the Spirit is’ l
love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gontleness, good-
noss, faith, meekness, temperance; against such
thero is no law (Galatians v:22,23) A treo 1
known by its fruin. Tho world judges a Christian
by his actions, s a man growing epiritually who
ropuatedly absents himself from the worship? Is
he yrowing spirivually if ho refusus to contribute
to the support of the winistry? Is he growing
spititually if ho talks ill of his neighbors? Is he
growing spiritually if ho negects the poor, the
fatherless, and tho widow? Wae too often thiuk
that our faith is measured by the nuwber and
length of prayers wo offer to the Deity, We
perhaps may think our Christianity is evidenced
conclusively by a pompous domeanor and
exceeding ofliciousness in the houso of God.
Puro religion and undefiled before God and tho
Futher is thig: To visit the fatherless and widows
in their afiliction, and to keep himself unapotted
from the world (James 1:27.) If a man among you
seem to bo roligions and bridled not his tongue, but
deceiveth his own heart, this man's religion is
vain (James i:26.) Tho commandment is to love
your neighbor us yourself, He thac saith he is in
the light and bhateth his brother is in darkness even
until now (John ii:9.)

Here, then, Christian brethren, are the plain
truths of the Holy Writ. Remembor God 15 not
mocked. The inmost secrets of the heart are vpen
to His all-secing oyo. If any man love tho world,
the love of the Father is not in him (John ii:16 )
We cannot serve two maeters, Our thoories and
opinions regarding religion, even though they be
the best, avail us nothing. What only is acceptable
to God is His Divine precepts acted out in our
every-day life. The day for shams is past. Whay
the world looks for in a professor of Christ is
not words or theories but realities —a real char-
acter, moulded in conformity to Christ., A coun-
terfeit will not do. There must be the invisible
growth with the outward manifestativns, Judge
yourself, brethron, mn this matter. Do you tind a
pleasure in attending divine service? Do you
thank God when an opportunity is given you to
assiat in the spread of the Gospel? Do you praise
God at all times with a thankful heart ? '"Prue
religion of the heart will make holy lives and
thoughts, expand the minds and open the purses,
Does your interest in your meetings flag if
your pastor is not there? Do you go to hea®
a sermon or to talk and commune with Christy
How many of us go to sce the styles? Brethren'
this is not what Clirist wants of us, He requires
us to shako off these grovelling things of earth and
have created within us a now spirit-— a nable soul
that will lift us into a diviner and serener air, and
intensify that feeling of love to humanity which
should always distinguish the Christian from the
rest of mankind,

Lot each one, then, look to his life; guard his
thoughts; watch his actions, lest the enemy find
him off his guard. If we lvo in the Spirit lot u8
walk in the spirit. (Gal. v:25) My little chil-
dren, lot us not love in word, neither in tongue,
but in deed and in truth. (Johniii:18) May Gud
help us to deal honestly with Rim, to so live that
wo may be living mouuments of His own peculint
work, testifying to an infidel and atheistical world
the reality of God's being and power, so that we
may be the means of lifting the wheels of the
old Gospel chariot vut of the ruts of superstition
and ignorance to the firmness of remson and
revelation, S. N. G.

John Toiler saya that it is easy enough for &
preacher who is settled on a $5,000 salary to proach
eloquently to his people on the importance of being
cheorful and full of sunshine; but he would like to
see him try it on a dollar a day, with a wife and
five childron to support,—Telescope,

THE POWER OF LOVE,

hore is one thing in tho religion of Jesna Chriat
which has beon almoat lost in the great theological
and ccclesinstical battle which have been waged
sinco tho days wher Martin Luther began his war on
the *‘ salo of indulgonces.” That ono thing is love.
It has boen duthroved and made to occopy a place
for which it was never designed. The Chuigtian
world has beon divided into parties, each party
active in defending its own dootrines, and con-
demning everybody who differs from thut doctrine;
whilo love, the greatest thing in thoe world, has
been neglected. Divistons have been mado pos-
sible by the want of love. Tho wars which have
been waged amoog tho churches are unchristian
Ecolesiastical systems have stolen the divine au-
thority ; sectarian prejudice and sfrife appoar
boldly un every hand, while love withdraws and
hides itself for shame,

But these things cannot last.  The churcu of the
future must have a closer hold upon the mantle of
our Divine Lurd. The day is fast appruaching
when the unchristian systoms shall be overthrowu:
when sectarian prejudico shall give place to bro-
therly love; when stife and contention shall be put
away, and instead of denunciations hurled at each
other, there shall be brotherly greeting and expres-
stonsg of sympathy and encouragement. This day
will come when the broken chain of brotherly love
shall be rupaired by God’s love in us.

¢ God is love.” (L Jno. iv:8, 16 ) Thon he that
is filled with all the fulness of God " (Eph. iii:19),
is filled with love. The proof that wo are flled
with all the fuluess of God — i, e., that Ged dwells
in us—is that we love une another. (I. Jno.
iv:12.) Now, if we do not love one another, we
do not love God. (L. Jno. 1v:20,21.)

Now, a queation comes to me at this point: How
shall the woeld know that we are the children of
God? How shall we prove to it thut we are dis-
ciples of Jesus? Sball it be by gathering ourselves
in soparzte groups and building little ecclesiastical
pens around each, and each denouncing the other
and saying: ‘‘ You can't go with us unless you
come into our pen! You may be good enough to
go to heaven, hut you cannot come iuto our pul.
pits, nor sit down with us at tho Lord’s table
No. This proves that we have no kinship with
God. Let cease our contentions. Let the din of
warfaro against each other stop. Listen! The Lord
of heaven, the Saviour speaks: ** A new command.
ment [ give unto you, that ye love one arother; as
I haveloved you, that ye also love one another. By
this shall all know ye are my disciples, if yo have
love one to another.” (Jno. xii:34,86.) He tha
loveth another hath fulfilled the law. Love
worketh no ili to his neighbor; therefore, love is
tho fulfilling of the law. (Rom. xiii:8, 10.)

If we were only filled with the fulness of God,
the partition walls which now divide the people of
God would crumble down and the golden chain of
brotherly love would bing us all together and make
us ono, Whon this shall come we shall ace a new
meaning and a new beauty in Paul's words to the
Ephesians, (ii:19, 22.) We will not be strangers
to each other then, buv fellow citizens, and will be
a building fitly framed together (knit together,
Col. ii:19), and the whole body fitly joined togother
and compacted. (Eph, iv:16)

If wo have Christ in us, He wili make ua like
Himself. Now, if are like Christ and know Christ,
it follows that whunever and whorever we meot,
though strangers in the flesh, we are not strangers
in the Spirit. Then you can’t keep us apart. Lovo
secks its aflinity, und that is love. Like things are
mutuslly attached. So then, whon love is per-
focted in us, (L. Jno, ix:12), divisions will be im-
possible and contentions cannot cxist. ¢ The
gospel is the power of God unto salvation,” (Rom.

J i:16.) But this power has been partly destroyed

by the absonco of love. When this love shall be
onthroned in the hearts of (od's children, the
power will then be restored to the gospol, and the
prayer of Jesus will be answered: that Hin dis.
ciples may all bo ono thut the world way beliove
that God asent his Son. Love is the power which
is to unite the children of God; and love and unity
will press so powerfully the claims of Jesus that all
the kingdoras of tho oarth will soon becomo the
kingdoms of the Lord and His Christ. The
greatest of all things is love. W. H, A,

DID TUE JEWS EAT THE PASSOVER
AT THE SAME TIME WITH
CHRIST'?

The Jewish Passuver, or feast of unleavened
bread, according to Exodus xii:156 and xxiii:16 was
to begin on the fuurteonth day of the month Abib,
and continue seven days thereafter. Irom the
beginniug to its ending no leaven was to be seen in
their houses, On the fourteenth day the Passover
Lamb was to be killed. The fifteenth day and the
last or twenty-firat day wero to be feast days and
Sabbaths in which thoy were to do no work, ¢ save
that which every man must eat.” Thy last day was
also called the ‘¢ high day” or ““great day of the
foast. (John xix:31; John vii:37.)

Matthew xxvi:17-20, telis us that on the first
day of unleavened bread Christ ate the Passover
with His disciples. The ssme statemont may be
found in Mark xiv:12,18 and Luke xxii:7, 14.
The fourteenth and fifteenth verses of Luke xxii.
read that as ‘‘ He sat duwn and the twelve apostles
with Him, He said unto them, With desire have I
desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer.”
We must emphasize this Passover. It was insti-
tuting the Christiun Passover, and laying the lever
which was to raise the world. Christ said, ¢* This
ia My body. This is My blood of the new covenant™
— the covenant spokeun of by Jeremiah xxxi:31, and
further explained in the cighth chapter of Hebrews.
Paul understood this when in I. Cor. v. 7, he spoke
of Christ as * Our Passovor, sacrificed for us.”

The firat two verses of the thirteenth chapter of
John record the fact that the Lord’s supper was
before the feast of the Passover — the first feast
day, or fifteenth day of the month. In I. Cor. xi,
Paul states that the supper was eaton on the night
in which Christ was batrayed.

In John xxviii:28 we find that during-the trial of
Jesus the Jews ‘‘themselves went not into the
Judgment Hall lest they should be defiled, but
that they migit eat the Passover,” which He had
already kept at the regular time, before the first
Sabbath of the feast on the ‘‘first day of un-
jeavened bread when the Passover was to be
killed.” (Lwke xxii:7.) Wo discover further thut
the day of the crucifixion was just before the
¢“ high day,” or last feast day, in John xix:31, and
in Johu xix:14, that this day was ‘¢ the Prepara-
tion of the Passover,”

Why the Jews departed from the law and ia-
tonded to propare the Passover on the day before
the last Sabbath of tho feast instead on the
fourteenth of tho month, when Christ observed it,
iz not known; but that they did so the foregoing
scripture quotations seem to make very cloar,

1S THE LENGTH OF TIME USUALLY GIVEN FOR THE
TRIAL OF CHRIST SCRIPTURAL?

All tho gospels, and particularly Luke xxii:39,
show that tho Lord was taken tho night Ho ate the
Passover, which, we bave already proven, was on
the first day of unleavencd bread. It has been
mentioned that Paul speaks of the betrayal as
ocourring on the same night after ‘the Passover
supper. The gospels agree also that the crucifixion
took place the day bofore the last great day of the
foast, or Sabbath. This gives at least five days,
which appears to be more reasonable time, for the
Lord's trial, sinch we must remember that He was




