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is the strongth of the ministor, 1, for one, would
not liko to be without it for the world, 1 shonld feol
h}{o a soldier without arms, like an artist withuut
his pencil, hko o pilut without a compass, hko n
mochanic without s tools, Lot others, if thoy
will, proach law and morality, let others hold forth
t!lo terrors of holl, lot others dronch the congrega-
tions with teaching about the Sacrament, give o
the cross of Christ, Tls 18 the only lever which
has turned the world upside down, hitherto, and
make men forsako their sins, and 1f this will not,

nothing will ;" wero words uttered by one of Lng-
land's bishops,

The preaching of tho word demands courage as
well as knowledgo, Courago to toll the people
\Yhat to do to the saved ; how to live the Christian
lifo ; to raise thecry fur reform; to roprovo wicked-
ness, oven in high places. Wo want the courage
of John the Baptist before Herod, of Paul before
Agrippa, of Savinarola, who suffered martyrdom for
preaching against sin, who denounced woes with
such awful tones, such-majestic torror, such terrible
omphasis, as to break through all apathy, all
delusions, and filled tho peoplo with remorso,
astonished them by his revolations, and made them
really feel that the supornal powers armed with the
terrors of omnipotence, would hurl thom into the
abyss unless they repented.

Tho gospel muat be preached with boldness. To
present it a3 if we wore ashamed of it would be
cowardly in us, injurions tu the causo of Christ and
contemptiblo in the sight of men. If we wero
called wpou to p'ead the case of our friend ia the
civil courts, we would do 8o with all the confidences
carneatness and force we could summon. When
preaching the gospol, are we not sapporting the
causo of our very dearest and best friend ?

So much in his opinion, did the manner and tono
of voico contribute to gain tho spesker credit in
what ho aftirmed, that Demosthenes reproved a man
who desired him to be his advocato against a person
from whom he had suffered by an assault. ¢ Not
you, indeed,” said Demosthenes, ‘‘you have suf-
fored no such a thing.” ** What,” said tho man
raising his voice, ‘*have I not received thrae blows.”
‘“ Ay, now,” replied the orator, *you dospeak liko
a porson that hath beenjiujured,” The waya thing
is 8aid, is sometimos of morg impurtance than what
has been said.

The gospel must be prenched in simplicity,
pleasing featuro in all the addrossos delivered by
the Saviour. It issaid in commondation of the
teachiugs of Cbrist, that *‘ the commun people heard
Him gladly.” Take for instance, the parable of
the sower. Thero wo seo the field, the farmer
scattering the seed broadcast, some falling on the
highway, some on stony ground, some among
thorns, and some other on good ground, then the
birds picking, the sun scorcking, the thorns choking
tho seeds, and the good ground bringing forth an
abundant return. In this, how clearly the differont
kinds of hearts with which the gospal hasto do are
brought to our view., Tho lesson we are to learn
is to 8o preach that all hearing may understand,
be edified, and built up in the most holy faith,

In all our preaching we should atrivo to ascertain
certain longings of the human soul—to allay its
troublos and lead it into tho quiot calm of Gud's
love; but to bo succossful we must study the diseases
of the soul, and know what wonld be tho best
prescription from the great pharmacopwa of heaven,
Some hearls not being hardened by the decoitfulness
of ain, need tonder treatment, while othera demand
keen reproof which tho true servant of Christ daro
not withhold, without imperiling his own future
happiners,

*“ A good old farmor, ono day atanding in his
hay-field with rake in hand, being asked what ho
thought of a certain preacher, roplied, ¢ Oh ho’s
very good, but he rakos-with tho "teeth up iastead

of down, he smoothos it over nicely, but gathers
nothing in.”

A whaler returning home from the fishorios, gave
asunilar opinion concerning & mimster, *' Ho 13 a
good preacher, but theie are no harpoons in his
sermons,” The most indifferent class of persons at
times aro pleasod to have the rake used with the
teeth down, and can bear a harpoon fired from God's
armory, and many will nover be brought into the
kingdom of God's graco until harpooned there,
Jesus, at tunes, made use of the severest reproofs,
by which he unmasked and oxposed the hideous
decay of moral virtuos among a cortain class, and
declared thom worthy of the damnations of hell.

But most of all, the gospel muat be presented by
a life lived in accordance with the truth., Men are
not fter a thooretical but practical Christianity, in
these last days, Isthe gospal we preach caleulated
to botter the condition of humanity? Isit auy
improvement on the popular beliefs of the day 7 Is
it a pure and undofiled religisn before (tod and the
Father? -Does it show forth the praises of Him
who hath called us out of darkness into marvelous
light and liborty ? True it is, we have the truth—
tho only basis for Christian union under the
sun, Aro we living out our teachings? Have the
people bzen constrained to say, Behold, how these
brethron love one another! Suroly they have been
with Jesus! One of the great hindrances in many
places Lo the spread of our cause is the sin of the
church at Sardia. Wo have a ¢‘ name that we Jive
and arc dead.” Wo have no influence, we are not
epistles, known and read of all men.

Wo have membors and miunisters of tho gospel
among thom who are a hindrance, because loose in

‘their business transactions, A mau cught to make

his business a power toward the promotion of the
gospel, not only in what he gives, but in its appear-
ance. He ought to carry his religion into his atore,
keeping it in order, into his workshop, causing an
improvement in work and appearance, or to his
farm, fatting the cattle and beautifying his house,
barns and yards, and the wife take hers into the
kitchen, dining-room, parlors and pantries, causing
overything to show that the hands as well as the
head and heart have been changed by the religion
of the Son of God.

But a great many persons are abuout as careless
of their person and things after coming into tho
kingdom of Christ as before. Some made but vory
little, if any change, and aroe thorofore devoid of
much influonce among their fellows. The latter
concludes there is but littlo improvement, and will
temain away from Christ. Let the churches urge
these things as well as honesty and sobriety, and
the cause we plead will prosper—the gospel will
prove tho power of God unto salvation to every one
belioving, and Jesus *‘ will see of tho travail of His
soul and be satisfied” by having a numerous seed to
serve him,

Mankato, Minn.

R. W. STEVENSON., -

OBEDIENCE NECESSARY.

He that believeth and is baptized shall Le saved ; but
he that belioveth not shall be damned. Mark xvi. 10.

From this it is evidont that a mere belicving
that there is a Christ is uot suflicient to savs us.
But to belicve that Jesus Christ the Son of God is
the Saviour of the world, and our Saviour; and as
such to bolieve in His authority—or in other words,
to have faith in Him strong enough to obey Him—
will save us. Hence, the assortion, ‘“ He that
bolieveth on the Svn hath evorlasting life; he that
belioveth not tho Son shall not sco life ;' or as the
Revised Vorsin has it, * He that bolioveth on the
Son lath ovorlasting lifo; ho that obeyeth not the
Son shall not ace life ;" John iii, 36. The imnport
of this scripture in either vorsion, is literally the
same, Because if we boliovo in Jesus wo delight
to oboy Him; but it wo questisn His authority we

are nnt 8o willing to oboy ; and if we donot Lelisve
in Him we do not obey Him, To oboy ono on
whom we do not believe, is folly and a mockery.
I might uso strongor language -is sin, for the
Apostle eays, ** Whatsoover is not of faith is sin,”
Romans xiv. 23

Tho observant reader of the flrst acripture quoted,
Mark xvi. 16, will at unceo see that believing and
baptism are coupled, and aro equally essential v
ealvation. Yet, notwithstanding this, the scriptures:
Whosaover believeth in Him shall not porish, but
havo overlasting life.”” ‘¢ He that believeth on tho
Son-hath overlasting life,” ¢¢ Bolieve on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt bu saved;” and **being
justitied by faith we ha+o poaco with God ;" do
uot clash with tho scripture—* Ho that belioveth
and is baptized shall be saved ;” but harmonizes
with it, bocause belicving is faith, and includes
obedience. ‘‘ Abraham believed God and it was
imputed to him for rightoousness;” James ii. 23.
What kind of faith had Abraham? An obediont
faith. His belief in God was such as to cause him
to obey God whatsoever Ho commanded, This is
the faith required when tho Apostle says, ‘‘Believe
on the Liord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved ”
—have faith enough to vbey the Lord Jesus Christ
and thou shalt bo saved. Faith not only includes
obedience, but also repentance. We repent in
obedieuco to the command of God, who * now
commandeth ol mon everywhere to repent.” Acts
xvii. 30.

Then if wo belivvo in God we will obey Him in
ropentance as well as in baptism. DBut are we
commanded to be baptized 7 Yes ! *¢ Go," says the
Saviour, ‘‘teach all nations, baptizing thom in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of tho
Holy Ghost ; teaching them to obsy all things
whatsoever I have commanded you.” Matt. xxviii.
19, 20. Again, ** Ropent, and be baptized every
one of you in the namo of Jesus Christ, for the ro-
misgion of sins.” Actsii. 38,

Henco, 1n order to be saved, wo must bolieve in_
God strong enough to obey Him in repenting and
being baptized. Does it make any difforonce when
we aro baptized? And why are we baptized?
Because wé beliove in Jesus Christ the Son of God
ag our Saviour ; and are resolved to repent of our
past life, . ¢., to turn from our sins, and to cobey
God in being baptized into His name—*¢ going on
unto perfection, growing’ in the knowledge of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,”

When we have been taught the things concerning
Jesus, beliove in His authority as the Sou of Ged
and Saviour of the world, and are resolved to for-
sake our past sins, obey and follow the Lord, then
wo are baptized taking His name upon us.

L. M. 8.

Aews of the Churches,
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SAINT JOHN.

Our brothren at Nauwigewauk are now ineoting
for worship on the firat duy of the week, Brother
Stockford hos beon with them thrce Lord's days
and spoaks highly of their zeal and devotion.

Bro. W. A. Barnes and lady have returned from
their prolonged tour in the West. They worshiped
with tho churches in New York and Boston, and
express themselves delighted with their visit,

Our meotirgs are woll attended and a good in-
terest is manifested. The Sunday-school is ina
flourishing condition, The collections lately bave
been tho largest in its history.

Ar the monthly meeting of the Woman's Mis-
sionary Aid Society, held in Coburg Street Church
on Thursday, October 20th, the following oflticars
wore olected for the coming year: Sister J. &,
Barnes, Prosident; Sister M, Owen, Vice-Presi-
dent; Sistor Josie E. Barnes, Seoretary; Sister
Ethol Barnes, Trensurer,




