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between the student and Mephistop'-eles in Faulst,
will at once occur to the reader in this connection.
Student: 1I should almost like to study theology.''
MUophibtpholes : " I do not wish to mislead you.
As ft-r this science it ia o difficult to avoid the
wrong way; thoere i se much hiddeu poison in it,
which is hard to bu distinguished from the medicine.
Here, again, it in best to attonA but one master,
anîd swear 1'y his words. Generally speaking,
stick tu wordit; you will thon paso through the safe
Rate into the temple of certaint3." Student:
"Btit there nust he sonething c'nnected with the
word." Mepiistopheles: " Ri:ht ! only we muet
not be too anxiotus ahout that; for it is precisely
where the meanting (ails that a word cornes in muet
o-pportunely. Disputes may bo admirably carried
on with words ; a systein may be built with words ;
words fort a capital subject for belief ; a werd
admits not an inta being takon from it."

And of an<.ther universal disposition and habit
of religionists, the habit - f seeking to prove and
fortify their party oteets atid favorite doctrines by
the ùsE of niere "furma of %ords" and isolated
tixts, Shakespeare, who otserved everythiu, says,
in his own blunt, strong way

"ln reli4ion
What damned error but soie sober brow
Will bless it, and approve it with a tort,
Hiding the grossnesa with fair ornament."

We reckon it a dire clinity to the progress of
.eligion,,that, in the bande of the theologians, who
have ever sought tu reduce religion to an exact
science, there bas grown up about it a tecbnical
phraseology-words and expresiuns iehich are used
*by partisans as party shibboleths to conjure with
and rally their clans to party coî,flict in defense of
their peoculiar doctrines. In thi way it bas corne
to.pass, we think, that such words as justitication
and aonement and faith and repetano have
aaumed a technical theological sense and are sup-
.posed by the multitude to possess an cntirely dif-
ferent tueaning when used ini tht pulpit 'r in
counection %ith religion, front what they poissons
whens used in regard tu any outer subject ut thu ght,
so that when a preacher tb-,tue tu talk oif repeut-
ance and faith and justification, there falls at once
upon his hearers a seuise of ua3stê ry, t f et moihing
very indefinkite and pri f.,und, somt hing far re-
moved fron the grasp ot the conmilun anind. And
the priests and preachors, as we thinik, are themn.
s»lves in large measures resp ,usible for tis hur -
fui miaapprehensiout, and hase uot heen slbw to
manae capital f r themîselvts out of it, Playaig, for
their own protit, al the changea upon thns weak-
uess, this error, of the masse, unutt the conmon
people have cone te fuel that a man even needs
same aew faculty, sume p, culbar gift, il order
to understand the ser:pt.res, and, as a logical
cotequeuce, ti thinik that heaven bhas se, apart a
peculiar clais of uen, th priests, ou whulu it has
bestosed a divine mounopoly in rcligion-wh.se
exclusive power aud right is said tu read the scrip-
tures and interprue themu tu the commou people.
The Bible, therefore, in a sealed bouk, the priests'
book, and-not the book of the peeple, not a revela-
tionaAt ail.

Anung all the technical words in religion there
is:no one about which sao much mystery hangs for
tthe'commu mindc as about the word "conversion."
Ih the outrent theology it always iuvo'ves the iMea
of miracle, and the words - be converted " are
especially dear to thse theulotcal teachurs wiosu
entire systet f rlhgi..U testa upon the corner-
atóne ut the " totlj hereditary depravity %f the
buman race." Of e urae, if thit assumed teuet be

'timee if aman 4 cannot po.salubly, ut hiuself, think
V'gdûd t huught, orlexperenuce -a gol.d. emotion, or
ëifel-cie'his +gill to-dùight,"-oonversion, if it over

takes place at ail, muet be miraculous - must be1
the result of a special " direct operation of the
Holy Spirit." This iniractulous doctrine of conver-
sion finds no little countenance in the forn of
words-" be converfed "-and hence we 6ud the
older thoologians of the Calvinistic type, cliniging
to-day to the old words, so familiar aud so deur,
even though they have disappeared altogether from
the New Testament. These words do not appear
at all in the Revised Version of the New Testament,
the place of the Latin "couvert" in every case
buing now filled by the simpler Anglo-Saxon
"tMr. " Be converted," Latin passive, now
reads in every case " turn," or " turn again."
" Repent ye therefore and be converted." Acta
iii. 19, old Version, now reads, " Repent ye there-
fore and turn again ; " and so in every one of the
savon or eight instances in whiclh the term occurs
in thé New Testament, " turn " takes the place of
" convert." What a grand advance in religious
doctrine is it for mon to learn that God does not
require then to "o b converted," a thing they do
not understand, and could not do for themselves if
they did, but simpbly to "turn themselves "-
something they cati both understand and-do-and
that, after aIl, conversion is onily turning ! God
in the Gspel calls on all men everywhere, who are
travelling the broad road to ruin, tn " turn," to
"face about" and travel in the very opposite
direction, and mon hear the-call and turn, and that
is conversion. The gospel ia the power of God to
turc men, te save every one that hears and believes
it. It is a matter of profound regret that t'ie
Revision had no been equally sensible and faith-
fui in regard to the propet. translation-of the word
baptize, and se struck a death-blw to another
great theological error that, along with that about
conversion, has survived the lapse of ages chiefly
by ressons of the simple fact that it became crystal-
lized at an early day in a technical word taken
from a foreign tongue.

Now, we would not be understood in wht has
been said, as decrying- the proper use -and the,great
value of " proof texts " of crystallized " forme of
words "-especially <'f Bible words and phrases-
but we protest against the id'olatrous use of " dead
words," of Bible terme even, especially, when such
terme are no longer in the Bible. We quote with
approval the apt words of another in regard to this
very matter :

"Paul evidently attaches an importance to words
as forma of statement. They forsd a mould of
doctrine,' giving it shape, and so aid in preserving
and communicating it. Paul's exhortation is 'hold
the pattern of so'îund (or healthful) wo#rds which
thon heardest from me.' Only when the pattern
itself becomes warped by such changes as may
happen in the accepted sigiificatice of words, it is
a l"wable to change the form of words. Then it is
not ontly allowable to change them, but duty to
change them. We cannot k -ep truth without
words It is very asy to keep words without
ketpinig the truth which they once erahrined."
-Christian EvangeHs3t.

IMITATION OF CIRIS7.

The epistie to the Ephesians, though sui' ng the
brieftat of the ep-tres, ianlks a'u"nt the greatest
in the breatîh a'.d mjesty of its th uiht, the
boldscas and gratideur ,-f ils d, c tint-, omud the
saeutness, s.mplicity, aî.d practi:Il vaiue of ite ex-
h'.rtatious. s me q-nie aptly describes the epistle:
as "instruction passiug into prayer, a crei-d pt-
sing into an iipaaiuned psalm," Witsius c ail, it
a divine epistle, ulowing with the Rame of Christ.
ian love and the spiendor of boly light, and fl'wing
with fountains of living water. Alford call it th

mont heavenly work of one whoso very imaginations
is po>pled with the things in the heavens, and
whose faculty even is wrapped into the visions of
God.

The Apostle bas but one theme in the epiatle,
and that is to set forth the end and aim of the
church of the faithful in Christ, to unfold the great
truth that this sole object and purpose is to trans-
forin carnal men into the likeness of Christ, that
the consiummation, the very essence of Christianity,
is Chriat-likeness. This truth ho states graudly in
R"mans 8: 29: " For whom ho did foreknow, he
also fore-ordained to ie conformed to the image of
bis S.n, that ho might be the first-born among
many brethren;" and ail thinga work together for
this good end to them that love God and are called
according to his purpose. In this epistle the state-
ment of this fundamental truth is more elaborate,
the apostle giving in detail some f the " ail things"
that thus work together. In the fourth chapter ho
says: " And be gave some te be apostles . . .
for the perfecting of-the saints . . . till,we ail
attain unto the uuity of the faith-ad-of-the know-
ledge of the Son of God, tnio a fûu-qroura iman,
nto the menstiure of the stature of the fulneàs of

Christ "
In the- deve'opment of this theme, the epistle

naturally falla into two marked divisions, the 8rat,
three chapters being doctrinal, in which the apostle
unfulds the relation between Christ and .His Church
and magnifies the grace of God in calling these
Ephesian Gentiles into the fellowship of the saints,
uîsing the dark background of their former carna
livea on which to Paint his glorions picture of God's
amazing love, and thon states the objeot andpui.
pose of their calling; and the leat three chapters
beiug in the main hortatory and praticaJ,-l4h
apostle setting forth definitely that this likenes'to
Christ i bôth subjèctive iid 'oßjéctive, iòlnidg
both the mimer spirit and the outward conduiet, ancd
giving, as tu little children, the very details -in
which they must be imitators of Christ.

Firat, there must be likenosa to Christ in thé'
cner life. Christians muet be renewed ii the
spirit of their mind, snd put on the new min
which after the likeness of God is created in right.
eouustosa and holiness of truth. For if any nmu
have not the spirit of Christ-the spiritof'hullity
and obedience and consecration and love-ýhe is
-none ofbis. But-this gueat change, though-radical,
is not a constitutional, c.rgantic:hange, as the,cid
theology teaches, involving the Ios or destrutlion
of any <une of nian's original faculties of body, soul
and spirit, or the impautation of any ne, ones.
The converted man thinks, resons, remembers,
imagines; he dit ail these-before.conversion, -The
regeuerate beart feels, desires, loves, hates; it did
all these before the " uew birth."

But the converted man-the "thùrned" man-
is changed objectively, in ail of bis relations. Th'e
chief subjecta of thought, of love, of hatred, are
chauged, are revolutionized; what ho hated before
conversion, ho loves now, ani what ho loved-before
ho now hates. The supreme inclination of bis
affections ia changed; ho receives a " ucw heart.'
There is a change of masters, assuciates, employ-
usents and enjoyments; of will and purpoads and
p'ans. This is conversion.

Thon follows of niecessity the changed lité; the
"furme:cnecsation,"-manner of life, conduct-
" is put away." The choice of Christ is conversion;
the creation of a new life is sanctification. There
is a radical change of character, of conduct. A d
this change alwaya involves timè. Even when unu
have the new life, thrrt is a long aid hardbatle to
b tfuuibhL against evil. Wu are burn • bab's"-
and the perfect life accourding t 'Paul'. lènching lu
his epistle, and iideed, throughmtt is imtir teh.


