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between the student and Mephistop™eles in Faust,
will at once occur to the reader in this connection,
Stndent: T should almoat like to study theology.”
Mophistopheles : ** I do not wish to mislead you.
As for this ecience it is so diffienlt to avoid the
wrong way; there is so much hidden poison in it,
which is hard to be distinguished from the medicine.
Here, again, it is best to attend but one master,
dnd swear by his wards.  Generally spoaking,
atick to worde; you will thou pass through the eafe
gate into the temple of certainty.” Student:
““But there must he something cennected with the
word.” Mephistopheles: ** Right ! unly we must
nat be teo snxious ahout that; fur it is precisely
whure the meauing fails that a word comes in must
opportunely. Disputes may be admirably carried
on with words ; a systemn may be built with words ;
words form a capital subjuct for belief ; a word
admits not an iots being taken from is.”

And of ancther universal dispositinn aad habit
of relicionists, the habit «f seeking to prove and
fortify their party tenets aud favorite daotrines by
the tise of miere “furma of words' and isolated
tixts, Shakespeare, who otserved everything, says,
in his own blunt, strung way :

*In religion
What damned error but some sober brow
Will bless it, and approve it with a text,
Hiding the grossness with fair ornament.”

We reckon it a dire clamity to the progress of
yeligion, .that, in the hands of the thevlogians, who
have ever sought tu reduce religion to an exsot
acience, there bas grown up about it a technioal
phraseology~—words and expressivus which ure used
by purtieana as party shibbuleths to coujure with
and rally their olans to party coinfliot in defense of
their peculiar doctrines. In this way it has come
to-pass, we think, that suoch words as justitication
and atouement and faith aud repentancy have
assumed a technical theological sense and are sup-
.posed by the multitude to possiss un eutirely dif-
ferent weaning when used in the pulpit or in
cuanection with religion, from what they possess
wheu used in regard to uny other subject ot tho: ght,
-80 that when a preucher brutne tu tutk of repeut-
anoce and faith and jusufication, thete falls at unce
upon his hearers a svnss of wystry, «f scmething
very indefinite and prcfound, sumething far re-
moved fromn the yrasp of the common wind.  And
the priests and preachwrs, as we think, are thews.
solves in lurge meusures re:p usible fur tins hur -
ful misapprehensivn, nud have nut heen sluw to
wake cupital f ¢ thewselves vut of it, playiag, for
their own profit, all the changes upon s weak-
uess, this error, of the masses, unul the common
peopls bave cumne to fesl that 8 man even needs
s.me asw faculty, sume poculiar gift, iu order
1o underataud the scripturcs, aud, as a logical
cousequeunce, to think that heaven hxs set apart a
pecaliar class of wen, (ho priests, ou whum iv has
bustowed a divine monupoly in  religion—whuse
exclusive power aud right 18 sa1d to read the scrip-
turvs and interpro’ them tu the comwou people.
The Bible, therefore, is a sealed buuk, the prieas’
buok, and-not the buok of the pecpls, nut u revela-
tion at all.

Awvouy sil the technical words in religion there
/is:no one about which:s0 much mystery hangs fur
:the'common miud as about the word ‘““‘conversion.”
‘i the ‘current theology it always invoives the ides
of wmiracle, sud the words ** be converted™ are
capeciatly duar to thuse theolugical teachurs whose
entire system of rolizivn testa upon the curuer-
stone ol the * total] hereditary depravity «f the
humun race,” Of ¢ ursv, 1f this as;umed tenet be
‘tiwe, if asmaan *¢ canuut pusuibly, ot hiwseif, thiok
ia"goid ‘thuught, or:expericnoe -a woud: emotion, or
"éXetoife ‘lis will to-do right," conversion, if it ever

takea place at all, must be miraculous — must be
the result of a special *‘ direct operation of the
Holy Spirit." This miraculous doctrine of conver-
sion finds no little countenance in the form of
words—*‘ be gonverted "—and hence we iud the
older thoologians of the Calvinistic type, olinging
to-day to the old words, so familiar and so dear,
even though they have disappeared altogether from
the New Testament. Theso words do not appear
at all in the Revised Version of the New Testament,
the place of the Latin *‘convert’ in every case
being now filled by the simpler Anglo-Saxon
“turn. ¢ Be converted,” Latin passive, now
reads in every case ‘‘turn,” or ‘‘turn again.”
‘ Repent ye therefore and be converted.” Acts
iii. 19, old Version, now reads, ‘* Repent ye there-
fore and turn again ;" and so in every one of the
seven or eight instances in which the term ocours
in the New Testament, * turn” takes the place of
“ convert,” What a grand advance in religious
doctrine is it for men to learn that God does not
require them to *‘ be couverted,” a thing they do
not understand, and could not do for themselves if
they did, but simply to * turn themselves''—
somethiug they can both understand and-do—and
that, after all, conversion is ouly turning ! God
in the Gapel calls on all men everywhere, who are
travelling the broad road to ruin, ta *‘ turn,” to
* face about” and travel in the very opposite
direction, and wen hear the-call and turn, and that
is conversion. ‘Che gospel ia the power of God to
turn men, to save every one that hears and believes
it. It is a matter of profound regret that the
Revision had not been equally sensible and faith-
ful in ragard to the proper translation.of the word
baptize, and so struck a death-blow to another
great theological error that, along with that about
conversion, has survived the lapse of apes chiefly
by reasons of the mnple fact that it became crystal-
lized at an early day in a techaical word taken
from a foreign tongue.

Now, we would not be nnderstood -in what haa
been said, as deorying the proper use-'aud the great
value of * proof texts” of crystallized ** forms of
words "—especially of Bible words and phrases—
but we protest against the idulatrous use of ** dead
words,” of Bible terms even, especially, when such
terms are no longer in the Bible. We quote with

approval the apt words of another in regard to this:

very matter :

*Paunl evidently attaches an imprrtance to words.

as forms of statement. They formd a * mould of
dactrine,’ giving it shape, and so aid in preserving
and communpicating it. Paul’s oxhortation is thold
the pattern of sound (or healthful) woras which
thou heardest from me.” Only when the pattern
itsolf becomes warped by such changes as may
happen ia the scoepted significauce of words, it is
a lowable to change the form of words. Then it is
not cnly allowable to change them, but duty to
change them. We cannot k:ep truth without
words It 13 very asy to keep words without
ke« ping the truth which they once enshrined.”
—Christian Evangelist.

TMITATION OF CURIST.

The epistle to the Ephesians, thuueh ameng the
bricfiat of the epirties, 1auks amenye the greatest
in the breadth and msjesty of its th uiht, the
bolduess and graudeur of '8 dic rine, and the
swestness, e'mp'icity, and practicst vaiue of ite ex-
hurtatious. 8 me une aptly describes the epistie
as *“instruction passiug into prayer, a crecd pus-
sing into an inpassivned pealm.” Witsius culls it
a divine epistle, vlowing with the flame of Christ.
ian love and the sp'endor f holy light, and fluwing
with fountaing of living water. Alfurd call it the

‘none of his.

the creation of a new life is sanctificarion.

most heavenly work of one whose very imaginations
is peopled with the things in the heavens, and
whose faculty even is wrapped into the visiuns of
God.

The Apostle has but one theme in the epistle,
and that is to set forth the end and aim of the
church of the faithful in Ohrist, to unfold the grest
trath that this sole objeat and purpose is to trans-
form carnal men into the likeness ef Christ, that
the cunsummation, the very essence of Christianity,
is Christ-likeness, This truth he states graudly in
Romans 8: 29: ¢ For whom he did foreknow, he
alao fore-ordained tv be conformed to the image of
his S.n, that he might be the first-born amoug
many brethren;” and all things work together for
this good end to them that Jove God and are called
accurding to his purpose. In this episatle the atate-
ment of this fuodamental truth is more elaborate,
the apostle giving in detail some of the ** all things”
that thus work together. In the fourth chapter he
suys: ‘ And he gave some to be apustles . . .
for the perfeoting of-tho saints ., . . tillweall
attain unto the unity of the faith-and-of-the know-
loedge of the Son of God, unto a full-grown >man,

nto the mensure of the stature of the fullness of
Christ ™

In the  deve'opment of this theme, the -epistle
naturally falls into two marked divisivns, the frst
three chapters being dootrinal, in which the apostle
unfulds the relation betweon Christ and.His Ohurch
and magnifies the grace of God in calling these
Ephesian Gentiles intv the fellowship of the saiots,
using the dark background of their former carnal
lives on which tu paint his glorious pisture of God's
amazing love, and then states the objeot and:put-
pose of their calling; and the last three chapters
beiug in the maiu hortatory snd -practical,-the
apostle setting forth definitely that this likeness'to
Christ is Yotk subjeotive siid objective, Tavalvidg
both the inuer spirit and the outward oundnet, and
giving, as tu little ohildren, the very details in
which they must be imitators of Christ,

Ficst, there must be likeneas to Ohrist in the
inner life. Ohristians musy be renewed in the
spirit of their mind, and put on the new man
which after the likevess of God is created in right.
evuguoss and holiness of truth. For if any man
have not the spirit of Christ—the spirit 'of humility
and obedieuce and cunsecration and love—he is
But this gieat change; though radical,
is uot a constitutivnal, vrganic change, as the-~old
theulugy teaches, involving the loas or destrustion
of any une of man's origiual faculties of body, soul
and spitit, or the impartation of any.new ones.
The converted man thinks, reasons, remembers,
imsgioes; he dil all these-before-conversion, -The
regenerate heart feels, desires, loves, hates; it did
all these before the ** uew birth.”

But the converted man—the * tirned” man—
is changed ohjectively, in all of his relations, The
chief subjects of thought, of love, of hatred, are
changed, are revolutionized; what he hated before
conversion, be loves now, and ‘what he loved-before
he now hates. The supremne inclination of his
affections is changed; he receives o ** ncw heart.”
Theve is & change of masters, assuciates, employ-
nents and enjoymonts; of will and purpoaés snd
p'ans. This is ownversion.

Then follows of necessity the changed lite; the
*furmergormsecaation,”—manner of life, conduot—
**is putaway.” The choice uf Christ is conversion;
There
is a radical change of character, of conduct, A.d
this change always involves timé. Even when men
have the new life, thero is & long and hard battls to
be fouplit agaivet evil. Weo arte burn ** babea”—
and the perfect lifv aceurding to Paul’s 1éachingin
his epmle. and indeed, throughuut his eritiré tuoh
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