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Correspondence.
EWitor CmAiAIIA t Dusi5T:

Sm,-I mIust say that I was iot a little
surprised at the views advanced byl "An
Apprettice" in your last issue. I would
îlot have wondered had sucli idcas comse
fromt sole One in the seveiteeitlh cen-
tury; but it docs seemi to Imie liey are
entirely out of keeping withî this more
enligitened age.

lie says: 4 Many advocate a higher
standard of matriculation to the College
of Ilharimacy ; but I think that would
be useless. It points towards selfishnless
in those who think of it, and is a true
evidence of a cramied but mnarrow mimnd.
They say it woild keep miany from en-
tering the calling of a pharmnacist ; but is
that ai intselfisli idea ?"

Sichi sentiments seemî to mIte to ie true
evidenîce of ai empty, not even cranied,
and narrow miind. Is the drug profes.
sion to bc lowered ta the level of ditch-
digging, so liat any miait, whatever his
educational qualification mttight be, cans
enter it ? Onie reason, I believe, whiiy
pharmiacists have been and are to-day
looked down ai more or less lby the leartied
professions, is becausc so mîamny of themt
are comparatively ignorant iien. And is
thtis likely ta bc improved, I ask, by low-
cring tIe standard of matriculation, and
thus allowing those who possess the nere
rudiments of an educatioi ta enter on
thteir professioial career? Iftie standard
of matriculation were lowered, what would
be the result ? Only those who were too
lazy, or whose mental ability would not
allow them ta take up the higher work
tauglit in our schools, would thei enter
the drug profession ; while those whose
mental ability and eiegy led them ta
grapple with more difficult problems
would bc founîd entering fields that would
afford thcir talents a wider scope. I sec
no reason why matriculation for a drug-
gist should not be as highi as that of any
other profession. There is nothing ta
hinder any youig man of moderateability
and energy ta fit himselif for a much
highier miatriculation than is nlow required.

Again, he says, "Ii place of raising
the examination for at apprentice, I
would say make the appreuticeship a
term of sevei years instead of four."
Hicre, again, the fossil displays itself. My
friend seemis ta have the idea that knowl.
edge, in the drug business, is acquircd by
the time spent at it, and not by the
almnt of mental work done. Hd lie
been a little better qualified on entering
the business, I think lie would have
found the four years' apprenticeship quite
sufficient. Indeed, it seemîs to le that
comipelling aul students ta spend even
four years as an apprentice is more or
less of an imposition, for there are soie
who would be as well qualified in threc
years as others would be in four, or as
soie night be evei in seven. If the
term of apprcnticeship were lemgthened,
students would simnply put off studying
that ,!uçh longer, and would have ta

spend that muticl iore ti mue in doing
what is commonly known as " soupt
work." Ev.en with a four years' tern the
majority of apprentices dIo very little
stuidyinig during the first twvo yeats, and if
the terni were lengthened they would sii-
ply be that mllucli later in starting. This,
I think you will concede, miglt lead to
miany fatal mnistakes. For clerks who
possessed the mere rudiments of ai cdu-
cation ta begii with, and who hind donc
very little studying in the different
branches iecessary to make a commipetent
druggist, however long they had ieei m a
drug store, could not lie expected to do
intelligent work.

Again, lie s.ays, " There should be a
two ycars' college course "; but he adds,
" The course should not include imluich
nore than is iow gomne over." le semls
very anxious that the standard of educa-
tion should not bc raised,bit that students
shouild be coinpelled to spend two years mn
doiig one year's vork. No doubt it will bc
necessary for somne to clerk seven years,
and spend two years at college, before
they will he the proud possessors of an
O.C.1. diplomna ; but why should those
who have the mental ability and encrgy
to hecomne comupetent pharmnacists, in the
tile nlow re(uired,be forced ta take a iucli
longer time to cover the saimie ground ? '
think that all intelligent druggists and ap-
prentices will agrec with ie whien I say
that the standard of imatriculation should
be raised ! That every tai should have
ai intelligent understanding of Latin,
chemnistry, and botany, before lie is aI-
lowed to beconie ai apprentice . Then,
by studying fromi the very beginning of
his apprenticeship, lie mighît be expected
to do intelligent work,and blunders wouild
be much less likely to occur.

Further, lie says, " More Latin is not
necessary for a druggist, but amatony,
physiology, and therapeuîtics, should bc
tatglit in our college." I say emphati-
cally that more Latin is necessary. For
it is impossible ta be a comupetent drug-
gist withoumt first liaving a clear under-
standing of the Latin language. Let
niore anîatomry, physiology, and therapeu.
tics c taught if you wili ; but do not dis-
pense with the Latii at any cost.

As to Ie ine coming wien the
"druggists will do ail the prescribing and
the doctors onily diagnose the case," I
think it is a long way distant. I have
watched the drug business closely for the
past few years and see no signîs pointing
in that direction, evei with the present
standard of education. But much less
will such a time be likely ta comte if the
standard of educatiori tur thic druggist is
lowered, evei though the termr of appren.
ticeship bc lengthened ta seven years.

I say, raise the standard of education!
Keep abreast with the timnes h But give
intelligent and energetic men a chance ta
reap sonie bencfit from thteir labors.
Let those Who are able ta take the course
in the tinie nlow allotted ta it do sa; but
those who are unable will be compelled
ta wait.

A. M.

Photographie Formule Wanted.

aljor CANAI,IAN I)RUCGiSTr
I anm very iucl interested in the

Photo, ;raphl departient of the CANAtDIAN
IRUomsT. Will you kindly give mie
sonie information through the departmîent
in Jtlmy nitmnber ? and very much oblige,

Yours, respectfully,
ClIas. H1OsAN.

Woliville, N.S., Junte 27 th, 1895.
(j ) A mmethod of naking sensitive glass

plates-an economical and rd/iabe way
that can lie done hy an ordinary amateur ?

(2) A method of toning and fixing col-
lodion paler to give it a purple-black
finish samle as professionals get ?

Absolute Reliability.

That is the keynote to success. It
wins and holds the coniidence of canstimi
ers ; it iakes theni advertising friends;
it gives tone, cliaracter, and style, ta the
store and its servmce ; it never tolcrates
any deviation fromt a high standard-and
the resuilt is ai attractive store, a pleased
constituency.

Customers arc iot long in discovering
that it pays ta buy the best. If the palate
and eye are pleased, the price is rarely
questioned. And, right here, we would
cmiiphilasize the fact, that absolute reliabil-
ity mnust apply ta the creditdepartment-
the pass books, the rendering and collec-
tion of accounts. No niatter how excus-
able the error, it will always arouse sus.
picion, especially where a bill or statcentit
is renulered for an account settled. There
must be sucli a systeni or supervision of
details as will practically insure against
mistakes. Many a customer has been
lost because asked ta pay a bill the sec.
ond tinte, through the neglect of the clerk
or cashier to credit the first payment.

Absolute reliability ncans a one-price
systenh. This is the unwritten law in ail
large stores. Dickering over a price is
unknown in the large departinent stores,
because-the people have beei trained and
accept that as the rule.

Absoltite reliability imans kecpinlg up
with the tines. New goods and novel-
tics are always ta be found in stock. The
best mtethods in the handling and deliv-
ery of goods are adopted. There is no
suggestion of the "Iold fogy " abonit the
reliable store He finds that it pays ta
avoid every appearance of wear and tear.
Progress is suggested by everything con-
nected with the store of the absolutely re-
liable dealer.-Amerfrai Groter.

Saiitliynol,orsalicylic acid thymol ester,
is a new antiseptic prepared by Koilo
(Phar. Pest.). It forns a wlite crystalline
powder of faintly sweet taste, slightly solu-
'ble in water, but readily so in alcohol and
ether.

Argon is obtained by Guntz, of Nancy,
by passing air over lithium in a glass tube
at a moderate temperature. This method
is an iniprovement on the customary nag.
nesium process of absorbing nittogen.


