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The Public Safety.

——

Ix a recent number of the Cunadiun
Grocer appears an editorin] on  Paris
Green and Hellebore,” in which the cditor
assures its readers that “ Hellebore is per-
mitted to be sold by no one but drug
gists” (1) and advises them to let it
‘ severely alone,” but covertly advises the
sule of ¢ Paris Green,” noting at the same
time the specinl restrictions” which nust
be observed as to its sale and registration.
In another article in the smme number of
that paper appears a clipping from the
American Grocer advising the kevping in
stock in country stores of not only Pitent
Medicines, but also “ hundreds of drugs,”
which “can be dispensed  with as much

, safety by the merchant as sugar, and pay
a very large and handsome profit,” wmen-
tioning amongst others “Tinct. Arnien,
Paregoric, Alcohol, Camphor, ote., in bulk,
using a half-pint graduate for mensuring
the same.” It is sincerely to be hopud
that the majority of grocers and general
store keepers in Canadi have at least
some regard for the lives of the general
public aud will not be led into the belief
that these thiugs can be handled indis.
criminately, and Ly persons, the larger
number of whom know nothing whatever
of their composition or properties, and in
whose hands, in some cases at least, life is
endangered —this, to say nothing of the
strict penalties which the various Acts of
Pharmacy subject themn to. We think it
would be more in ke:piu_g for the grogery

trade to let all these things *severely
alope " and give ita attention to those
articles which aee o their line and of
which they at Tt Luve some hnowledge,

Trade Protoctic;n.

The steadily increasing eneronciments
on the business of the drag trade are
making themselves el very materially in
soute places, and although this subject has
been time stnd again dwelt on in the trade
Journals and remedies suggested looking
towauds its counteraction, at least in =«
measure, 'w evil grows, and the trade
should see to it, that not anly of them
selves but through those whose duty it is
to witch their interests, that every pos
sible safe guard be placed avound the busi
ness and especially any infringement of
the Pharmicy Aets now in force in nearly
all the Provinces shonld be promptly dealt
with.  Now that the new Council of the
Ontario College is chosen it should be one
of its first duties to give that protection to
these now in business which is due them,
not only in the strict enactment of the
Pharmacy Aet, as it velates to those ont
side of the drug business, but also to those
who are illegally condueting business,
either through neglect to pay annual fees,
the numagement of stoves without quali
fied assistants or the assmuption of title
of chemist or druggist by those who huve
no right to it. A very large proportion
of the Council's time during its kst two
years has been given to the % coming geu
eration ” of druggisi<.  Now let us have
something for thow who have given then
2 lease of power and who are deseiving of
every considesation at their hands,

Prescription Ownership.

BY JOSEMI W. LNGLAND, P G,
Read lefure the Platadedphia College of Phar-
lll-lc)'.

A preseription s bedetined as agens
erial ordet drawn upon any  phaimacist
for certain specilicd drugs, in certain
specitied quantitive, to be prepared by re-
cogtiizad metinnls of pharnuceutical pro-
cedure. It is imaucd asan ofticial order to
obtain certain remedios iegessary to carry
vut i squasi eonttacy, &on—the relivving
o1 curing of @ patiut of @ budily ailment.
Such an order is bigally issued only by
authutized  officials or  physicians, who
have quahificd  thowselves for suchi work,
by beeoming graductes in mediane and
registrater of @ State Medival Board,

A ptient consulting o physician 1.
ceives for o consideration what ) W\
wedieal exannnation and medical  diveo.
tivns, one of which Lutter is the taking of
certain drugs properly prepareds The
patient is not competent to do this any
more than he is to prescripo for himself,
so the physician gives lim anotlicial order
ot preseription upon the pharncist.

A presenption having been received by
the phavmaeist, ho marks it with certain
uwitrks of wdentaty, such as the number,
date and  year, and labels ity when com.
pouuded, with simlae natkings, together
with the divections and the physician’s
witng, for the purpose of future wdentatien.
ton,

This oflicial order differs in nowise from
any other otheinl ovder.  Universal cus
tom, that great, mother of human laws,
requires that it bo retained by the party
upon whoin 1tas denwn, as prima faciy
evidenee of its execution.

A claim that a preseription is o for
wuls, and, as such, property for which
the patient has given due compensation iy
untewable, for the resson that they are
not identieal A\ formula, in the aceepted
meaning of the tern, 15 recipe of w pro.
duct yiekling constant, umform results on
being used. A presenption is an eaperi.
wmental reape, which may or mny not
yield the desteed vesults, even in the
hands of w phivsician, and whose use by
unskilled Lands s fraught with the grav.
est possibihties, Medieme is not yet an
exit serenee, any  more than hutman be-
s arc eaact stractures, A\ pr(-.scriptiml
is but a part of the medical treatent and
not the whole of 1ty and the treatment of
of every sick person must of necessity
vary with the personal idivsyneracies of
cach case,

To whem, then, does the preseription
legally belung "o the physician ! Cer-
tatndy not. He bas bheen paid for all ser-
vices rendered.  To the patient? Noj
for i his tecovery to headth be bas receiy -
ed el that he pasied Tns mediead adviser for,
To the pharnicist i Yes o by every right
of custon and Liw, provided he has aceept-
el ot under certain conditions. 1f the
pitient minkes arequest for its return on
presenting at, the phansieist bas one of
two lines of action Inefuie him,  Ha must
cither refuse to componnd it under such
conditiong, or, eapress a4 willingness to
compontal it and give a duplicate copy.
I the Latter propusal be refused, he should
retuin the origingl prescription without
compounding.  On the other hand, if the



