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FOREIGN MISSION WORK.
MR. Epiror,—Knowing the growing in- !
torost in the Foreign Mission work among
the Presbyterian womon of Canads,
prought abont largely I Goubt not throngh
the prominont place given itinthe Bririen
Awmprican PrespyTRRisN, T am confident
your 1eaders will bo intorested to hear diveot
ly from & work none the loss foreign, be-
oaugoe it is onrried on smong the Chineso
brought to onr own shore. While politi-
oians nnder the power of the priests and
the world, to siate it mildly, have
looked upon thom ag only an evil, the
Chyistian has seen a golden opportanily to
yeaoh Ohinu $hrough America. Six Chris.
tisn young Chinamen have recently re-
turned to China from San Francisco, and
are abont to establish a mission one
hundred and seventy miles from Canton.
How much more readily will they find sne-
cess to their own people than ever mission-
aries would boableto do. They can live far
moro cheaply than it Is possible for an
Amerioan to do, and with their knowledge
of the language can at once enter into their
work, aud find access to the homaes of their
poople. I believs ** Nations will be born
in a day,” when the land has been
thoroughly permeated by the gospel, and a
knowledge of Ohrist oarried to them by
thone who have lived i« Christian England
or Amerioa. God's Spirit blessing tHe
seed thus sown, a3 well as that of the
Missionary, will bring thousands to Him
30 quickly, that we like the Ohristian
women who were praying for Peter’s re.
loase, wiil I fear be astonished too. But
this letier in to bo written for the women
of Oanads, among whom I have so long
and pleasantly Iabored while in Montreal.
A Ohristian's field of labor may ohange
but the spirit changes not. As the Mos-
lem only asks, ¢ which way lies Mecea ? "
w0 we who love to work for heathen souls
only need ask where lies our fle]ld? And
10! white for the harvest, it stretohes just

before us.

There is in Ban Franoifeo a ** Chinese
Missire Home "’ for women ; women who
have esoaped from & life' so terrible that
one shrinks back in {error from the very
thonght., Having been sold into a bondage
too frighiful to belleve possible, they have
found that here is a ¢ Home,” aud while
thus secking refuge from their human foed
they are told of » foe yet more deadly in
his enmity (if possible), and of a refuge
more enduring, never ohanging. We find
it very hard to gather in the ohildren, but
at our Tndustrial olnss on Friday last, we
hadl several litile ones, They showed no
denire to come uniil the thought ocourred
whilein one of their homes (how little their
houses deserve such a name), that Paul
once eaid, * Being orafly, I oaught them
with guile,” so I said, * bring all these little
ones, and we will give them some candy.”
Immediately there was muoh ohattering
in Chinene, and many smiles, and the re-
it was, the next day, several oame.
¢ A little child shall lead them.” We
hope through thess little ones to win the
mothers too. It seems to one acoustomed
to use the word ¢ home" in its highest senae,
simply marvellous to see so many human
beings crowded into such narrow quarters.
Our interpreter Cho Se is ona of two wives.
The second was recently brought home
to the great disgust of Oho Se, but there
was nothing she conld do but to submit ;
they fortunately have not yel followed the
QOalifornian fashion of a divorce every time
one is annoyed at one's husband or wife.
The home of theee two amiable wives and
their mutual ¢ husband ” is a littlo larger
than a good sized closet, which is enter-
ed by & dark passago, with small rooms
opening in every direction, literally orowd.
ed with people., 'fhese Chinege are mostly
from the region abont Oanton, where
familles live in boats, and the smallest
possible quarters. Yei as our interprefor
sccompanied us throngh the street, from
house to bouse, with her loose tunio with
large flowing sleeves, and her hair most
veautitnlly arranged, it seemed hardly
posaible to helieve that she hiad just emer-
ged from anch a room. In some of the
rooms incense was burning before the
idols. Many ofthe women looked hard-
oned in sin, others looked as if they
would gladiy escape from such a life of
bondage. It issaid that, of the twelve hun-
dred Chinese women in San Franoisco,
only thres hurdred sre virtuous. When
one married women wan asked to come
o the class ahe said, I eannot be let."
1 raplied, * You are too basy I suppose.”

4. 0h net that,” was the response in broken
Eaglish, * my hwsband only sllows e to
go out twios & year”! The olaw began
$0 arrive at the Home at twelye o'clock
_(the homr appointed was two), ke liille

children evilently had drawn some of thse
older ones.

A Missionary recontly raturned from
Cbina, bado na remember the *fcup of
ten,” which to tho Ohinese meaus a great
deal. Wath this mark of respect and
kindness, the way was paved for hynmns
and the Lord's prayor in Chinese. We
remained at the oloso of tho class for an
half-hour of prayer, ono of the Chinese
Ohristian womon also leading in prayer
in her own Ianguage. A Toronto lady
waAs also of our number. Thoro was a
solemnity,an oarnostness, about their man.
ner that proved the truth of the assertion
that whon a Chinee is convinced, he is

thoroughly convinced.

I will encloge « letter for afuture num.
ber of your paper, ns your readers may
wish fo know moro of this work. Itisa
branch of ths Womens FPresbyterian
Missionary Society of Philadelphia. When
ahall wo hear from Rev. J. Fraser Oamp-
bel, and his work in India?

All the Ohristians who are interested in
Foreign Missions ought: also to be in
Tomperance, and sach will be glad to
know that five hundred copies of * Ovor.
come,” the new Canadian ‘Temperance
story has been ordered by one bookseller
here to place in every library on the Pa.
oifio Coast. Xa it in the Canadian Sabbath
Sohools ?

This letter gives a brief acconnt of some
of the inmates of the “Home’ in San

Franeisoo.

“ @in Ti eame to our Mission Home two
yeara ago, when she was sixteen yoars old.
She was aided by Chinese friends in mak-.
ing her esoape from a woman who oarrles
on a traffic in women and ohildren. The
1ittle ones can be bought for a small sam,
and when grown are sold for a large profit,
into prostitution. Gin Ti fully appreciates
her eccape from a sinful life, ~ She has
made good progress in her studies, is able
to do neatly plain and Mnoy sewing, and is
apt with a sewing machine. She recently
married one of the Christian Chinese, an ad-
vanced pupil from the mission, and has
since been baptized and united with the
Ohidess ohurch. Her room is tastefully
fitted up, snd she proves a Lidy housc-
keeper. We rejoioe that we have another
Christian family.

#Chun Ho has been in the Home
one year. She has been good and obedi.
ent, is induetrious and lesrna well, and
geems especially oapable of receiving re.
ligious trath; we have much hope of
her as a Bible reader. When she on-
tored the Home she had promised her.
self in marriage to & Chinese Romanisi,
but as light oame into her mind both the
Bhuddist and the Romanist religion be-
came distasteful to her, and she volun.
tarily gave him up. She only hesitated in
taking this step because she had no means
of support, and she felt that it would not
be just to depend upon this society for an
indefimite tivie. Fortunately a sooiety of
young Iadies in Ohio assumed her support.

* Ah Ling oame tous six monthsago, her
body covered with bruises. She was own.
ed by a ormel master, who gave her in
charge of & woman who kept a houss of
prostitution, and the money earned was
divided equally between the master and
keeper, She was beaten and bruised if she
failed to make their business remunerative.
She has won the hearts of the friends of
the Home, and with tender care gives pro-
misge of good progress in the better life ghe
has entered. She has been hunted by the
fiond who owned her and his accomplices,
and we have appreciated the virtue of our
bolts, and the proteotion our missionaries
could give her. Ah Fah was a prisoner in
a dark room for six weeks, waiting for an
advantageous sale. Six huadred dollars
was the price asked for her, She fled from
her confinement at the peril of herlife, and
is a favorite in the Home.

 Sooeh Ying, a young bright girl, passed
through similar perils at 8an Jose, and was
roscned by Christian ladies of that city and
brought to the Home.

« Ah Gue, & widow, came from Sacra-
mento to the Home for shelier. Her bro-
ther had plans for reslizing six hundred
dollars from the sale of her.

“And thus, all our inmates could tell a
bitter story of cruelty and oppression, It
wae touching this morning to hear them
sing alone, in the absence of their teacher,
with their faltering untanght voices, * Rook
of Ages Oloft for Me.'

“E. V., R, Sec. California B. of W. B. M,

“ San Irancisco, Dec, 21st, 1876."

Al Ling, above alluded to, has beon gent
back to China with a Ohristian family.
8he sold tho jowels given her during her
former life of sin to defray her expenses,
and was placed in the oare of a Christian
Chinese family of good position who were
returning home. Her former owners had
been told by their lawyer that they eould
kidnap her any time, 8o that she knew her
life would be ome of constant fear. The
American Consul at Oantou wag written to
regarding her, and amost corteous reply was
received by the ladies of the society that
he would aid them in any possible way.
What may not Ohristian women do for
their own sex. ANDRE.
L e —r———

GrauAXY, twelve yoars ago, had no Ban.
day Behools; now it has over iwelve hun.
dred, with over eighty thousand seholars
—a lu-&'or small nnmber, aceording as
one looks back orforward.
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LIFK AND IMMORTALITY.

BY B. HENDERSON, FLORIDA,

What s life 2 'What are we hiving for 2
What are wa to be when th:s life is over?

None ean tell what lifo hore is without
kaowing what life beyond the grave is—
but noue who go thore cumme back to tell.
Hoze is Just tho reason why heatheninm
and philesophy alike have faled. God,
who only could, has told us what immor-
tality is; and mon oontinne to cherish and
oling to tho thousand conflicting theories
of * philosophy, falsely go eallod.” They
are too proud to accept what thoy eannot
themselves disoover. The *great think.
ors” behave liko fools and babies—and
much moro do they who trust in them.

God has told usin His Word what * lifo
and immortality * are. Whon we study
that Word wo ses the light, which God's
people had from the beginning, getting
brighter and brighter, till, in the fell blaze
of the Holy Ghost dispensation, * lifo and
immortalily were brought to light in the
gospel.” In this gospel the questions are
fully answered :—What is Jife? What are
we living for ? What are we to be when
this life is over ?

Reader! what is your life? What are
yots living for ?  Whither is your life going
to lead you? The Gospel tellsyou what
etornity is; aud therefore, and along with
this what your life here ought to be.

Does some one say ? I don’t believe
the Bible. At any rate I'm not sure
whether it tells the {ruth or not. Very
woll. What do you believe? You musé
have some notion conceyning what this life
you are living means. Do you believe this
life is all, and nothing beyond ? Hcwever
much you try you cannot do it, Your own
reason tells you that your soul is immortal,
However mitch you may fght against this
oonviccion o siisnos it, and though you
may think it is sileincad, let danger come
upon you, and death ctare you in the face,
and your actions will show that you do not
believe * it is all of life to Jive, and all of
death to die,”” But granting that you be-
lieve this life is all, what grounds bave you
for it? What ground oan philosophy
offor ¢ Nothing but supposition at best,
and that in opposition to the voice of reason
and the Word of God. Are you going to
rost your eternal destiny on this? If you
have money in a bank, and you see a
# prossure ” brought upon that bank which
must © break ” it, would you feel secure in
leaving your money there? You might
suppose that all would be well, but that
would not affect the fruth. Iu regard {o
eternal things how worse than madly men
aot!

But supposing you eould get proof strong
enough to justify you in believing there is
no life beyond—you cannct get such proof
—how are you to account for this life?
Come, +0ll me what is life? To enjoy the
world, is it? Alas! this is what it is to
thousands—and they forget that no matter
how thoy live they are preparing to *‘ meet
their God.” Some llve for wealth, soms
for pleasure, some for one thing and some
for another. Take wealth, enjoyments,
everything, and however right they msy
be, you only have them for & few days, and
thon leave them forever. Is this what life
means ? Why this is nothing to live for.
If life is only ¢o struggle for *the world,”
and have troubles and trials, and lie down
and die, and cease fo be, then life iz a
dream—life is nothing! If I am going to
oxist in this lifo only, why am I living at
all? What doos my life mean? Hal it
meana more than the brief, passing present.
Take a tree. It grows—bears fruit—every
year tho samekind. Itcannot get beyond
that. It is not in its nature to got further.
When it serves its purpose it dies and re-
turns to tho oarth again. Not ego with the
soul. The more it knows the more it
wants to know, and is oapable of knowing.
It brings forth varied fruits, and day by
day more varied, showing that is is capable
of expansion in every direction beyond the
fow Qays allotted fo buman life. This
shows that the sonl does not, oannot serve
its purpose here. If I am to die, and be
aunihilated, in the face of all this, then
human life of all creation is the only thing
which is & mockery—a sham. Tell moe is
man an exception fo everything elso ?
Nol! My friends, *immoriality " is writ-
ten on your sounl, and you cannot wips it
out! Tiook and see. Bodies will oramble
into dust. A {ree will deoay and appear
in other forms different fromx what it was
before. But the soul which thinks, and
fears, and hopes, and loves, eannot pass
into anything elss—from its very nature it
osnnot—but lives on and on forever.

Now-look at the Gospel whnoh tells what
life is and whither we are golag—just look
at this glorious old Gospel and think of

how many sculs i has lightened and

brightoned-—how muny troubled ones it
has cheered with its blessed and encourag:
ing promiscs and hopes. Sooratee, that
good old Zreathen, died cheeorfully because
bo had lived a * virtunons” life, aud had a
faint notion that aftor death he would con-
tinne to exist in sorae hanpy plass The
Christian diea happy beosuse ho Anows
there is an oternity of joy ahead. What
shall I do then ? TLeavo this blessod Gos-
pel which ‘“ hath brought life and immor-
tality to light?"—leave Jesus and the
vhoering hopes of etornal joy ?2—lieava the
Saviour on whose broast our fathers and
cur mothers, and our slstors and our bro-

| thers, foll asleop 2—leave the Bible whon I

know what it has done, aud what it iz do-
ing, and what it oan do even for mo ?—
Jeavo it and go ontside into the hoariless,
toarless, ohilling realms of doubt, indiffer-
enco and infidelity ? No, no! Doubt, in.
difference, infidelity! Ah! I know wha
theso have dono—I know how scopties and
infidels have died—shall X leave Christ and
go out there? I'll not go! No, no, I will
not go ! for I must die soon, and I feel, I
know, the Bible declares it, thia life is not
allt

The History of Montreal Collega.

Editor BRITISH AMKRICAX PRESBYTERIAN,

Sir,—I admire the adroitness of “Your
Contributor"in leaving the**main question,”
and trying te retire undor the smoke of my
* innconraoies " illustrated, Hohad asked
“ on what principle of fairness and justice
does this territorial distridution rvest. . «
Why shonld the Montreal Qonstituonoy
be dealt with so difforontly from the
others,” etec. I had roplied in substance,
that the church had not contemplated
putting the ocolleges on an equal footing,
but bad done the best by Montreal that
she could withont injuring the other insti.
tutions; that the friends in Montreal as-
sumed a very great and disproportionate
responsibility in order that the College
might be established ; and that the terxi-
torial distribulion was not made w, “ fair
and equitable,” but from time to time, as
it was deemed expedient. Instead of as.
pailing one of iny positions, % Your Contri-
butor ” spends hig time in “illustrating my
inncouracies.”

Well, My, Editor, I plead guilly to omne
ingocaraoy. I have good reason to have
impressions and recollestions regarding
what happencd in November, 1871, and
the results of the proposal then made;
but as ¢ Your Contributor ¥ will not be
satisfied with any history that is not on re-
oord, only those who know the faots will
fally understand how slight and only
seoming the inrsouraoy is. The proposal to
raige the common endowment of $250,000
was the result of a desire to have both
colleges in a safe footing before union, and
{o make an end of the territoxial distribu-
tion (ses min. p. 58.) But notwithstanding
the aotion of the Assembly, and the peen-
liax crisis of affalrs, go decided was the op-
position to the scheme that it had to be
abandoned withount one subscription being
asked, It is trme, therefore, that the
Church never entertained a proposal to
put the colleges on ar equal fooling, and
my inacouracy does not affect the * main
quostion " one iota.

To say that becanse the committes of
the united church reported that in case of
an additional professor being appointed at
Montreal and Kingston, the expenditure
would be increased, and that this implies
the equal equipment,—as both colleges in
that conlingeney would have had three pro-
fessors—is a specimen of special pleading
that needs no answor.

As for the history, I will simply give
my version, and have your readors judge
as to my acouracy. In 1864 the establish-
ment of & college was first proposed by
overture from the Presbytery of Montreal;
it led to much discussion. At last, by a
majority, it was decided ‘* to sanction the
o formation of & Theologionl College, as
craved by the Presbytery o}‘ Montreal.”
The amendment, whioh wag lost, proposed
sending tho overture down to Presbyteries
in view of *the important interesfs in-
volved.”

In 1865 a charter was submitted, and
other steps were faken. The difoussion
was oarried on in committee of the whole
house, and henos there is no record of it.
#Your Oontributor " oan only get recollec-
tious or impressions which he holde as of

no valme. At Iast it was resolved
tithat the proposal econfained im
the xeport, not being such as o

warrant the Synod in bdringwng the Col.
lege into operation at present, no further
aolion be now taken, but itbe remitled ¢o
the Presbytery of Monireal as & commities
to mature arrangemenrs for the adequate
support of at least one chair."

In 1860 ihe report of the Praabylery was

received, satisfasion was expressed with

tho progress medo, and {t was remutted to
the Preshytery to prosconte and rantose
the soheme,
Tn 1867 the Proshylory raposted that
$20,880 had been subsoribed, and ocrtain
rocomuendations were snbiuitted, acong
which was ono that the Preshyters should
bo permitted to inoroaso the endowinrnd
to at Joast $30,000. Another pro. veed
that the "I’rcsbytox ion of Brackyille, G.tuwn
and Kingston should be wacted wuth wat
of Montreal in their effort to ereoi and
maintain the colloge. And the third pro.
posed ithe appointment of a profescor at
that moeting of Synod. Tio pestponemsst
of the conaideration of tho sccond named
resolution was agroed to, ** 1ntil the Synod
kad considered ths report of the Board
of Knox College. Aftorwards thero
was ‘‘ long reasoning,” and at last the two
Presbytories of Brockvillo and Ottawa were
united with that of Montroal. That of
Kingstan, as proposed, was not conceded.
In 1809, aftor recording satisfaction,
particularly with the prosperous state of
the finances, two lectureships wero granted,
and while resolving {o have a French
Tootorer in the Qolloge, provision for the
expense was made from the French Cena-
dian Mission contributions.

In 1871 the report of Montreal Ovilage
proposed ‘* that in order to meet the neces-
sary expenditure of an increase in the
etaff of instructorr, the Assembly grant
the entire Bynod of Montreal for the sup-
port of the Oollege” This was not
granted; bul it was resolved to raise an
endowment of $250,000 for both collegos.

In 1872, afler the failure of the endow-
mont projeot, the ‘Collége report again pro-
posed “that the Presbytery of Kingston
bo addsd to the three Presbyteries,” eto.
Aftor keen discussion, this proposal was
remitied to the Presbytory of Kingston, and
liherty was granted them to ssnd their
coniributions fo Montreal that year,

It was farther reported that $10,000
had been contributed for the support of
an additional ohair in Theology for five
yeara; and in viow of that the appoint-
ment of an additional professor was pro-
posed. This propoaal was allowed to lie
on the table till next Assembly.

In 1873 an overture anent putting Knox
College and Montreal Oollege on an equal
fooling was rocoived, but the Assembly
deemed it unwise to change existing rela-
tions, Af the same time Mr. Campbell
was sppointed as a second professor,

. The above statement is all to be found
in the u;lnntes, and I think confirm my .
impressions, (which I may here state, I

share with not a fow, and aannot help oall-

ing recollections.

(1) That the College was established at
the urgent request of friends in Montreal.
(2) That in order to obiain this they will-
wngly assitmed & responsibility greater than
the ohurch generally was prepared for.
(8.) That the first ohair was not establish-
ed until an endowment deemed sufficient
had been secured. (4.) That before a se~
oond chair was established, support for it
also had been seoured. (5.) That in the
granting of ferritory for the support of
Montreal Oollege, regard was had to
the interests of the older institution.
(6.) That the proposal to puf the two col-
leges on an equal footing was not entertain-
ed by the ohnroh. Any little inacouracy
or inaconracles in my statements do nob
affect the main question, viz, : that the olaim
put forth for an equal torritory for each of
the colleges is based on (1) justice, and (2)
fairness ; and that the present distribution
of torritory which leaves Montreal more to
do than the west, is anfair and unjust.

We all would like, Mr, Editor, to see
each of onr colleges fully equipped. Our
present, rosourees will not allow of this, and
it is only right to maintain in efficiency the
older institution and to help on the younger
a8 wo are able. - I am yours, ets.,

Jonx Lamna,

Dundas, January 27th, 1877.

Induction of the Rev. J. M MecAlister.

The Prosbytery of Ottawa beld a special
meeting in Knox Chureh, Beokwith, on
Thursday, the 25th of January, for the in-
duction of tha Rev. J. M. McAlister into
the antoral oharge of the congregntions of
Bockwith and Ashton, Tho church was
well filled with partics from both seotions
of the charge, who had evinced their inter-
est in the procecdings by coming—some of
them—a long distance, and who lislened
with devount attention to the ssrmon and
addresses thut wore dolivered. The Rev.
J. B. Edmondson preached and presided
on the oceasion ; Rev. J. Oarawell address~
ed the pastor, and Rev. W, Ross the con.
gregation. At the close, Mr. MoAlister re-
ceived & most hearly wolcome from the
people of his charge.

. In the evoning asocial mesting was held
in Ashion, which was well altended. After
refreshments had been served, addresses
were given by Mesars, Catawell and Rose,
and the newly induoted pastor—an efficient
choir rendering pieces of musio batween
the various sddresses. Mr. MoAlister
entors upon his labours in this congrega-
tion in circvmsiances the most encourag-
ing. The Ashton part of the ocharge
where he is to reside kave never had »
winister resiling amongst them, gnd so
lt.gumﬂl & naost encouraging field, and
will undoubtedly msoon bocoms undSr his
ministration as sirong as the olher seo-
tion,—the long established and more
woalthy congregation of Beokwith.—~Cox.

A xrw congregation of Presbyterians-
Lias bean orzanized in Moun? Fom{




