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Sermon preached in West Ohurch, To-
yonto, 4th June, 1870, by Rev. B
‘Wallace, on Cor. 111, 12-15.

Menw's Works triod a8 by fua, to protu heas, aod
the nwards of the builders on the i fonn lation
areordfig to the ehacicter of their amk

(Continted grom st rceeksy

Here, porhaps, I niay be told that the
doctrine of restoration or of putting a flual
end to sin and 1icery, reprosents God in n
wore amiablo charaeter. To this I reply
those who hold such a viow arrogate to
thetrolyes, it 1aay bo unconscionsly, to bo
both wiser and kinder thau Gad,  God has
plainly deelared in those passages I have
given, that 1t cannot bo, that it will not bo.
e tells us plainly, often and urgently,
that it is only by faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ that wo can escape that pit whorein
iz no water! Shall his mero ereature msn
who knows nothing in comparison with
God, yot make himsolf wiser then God?
Shall poor, fallen, sinful man mako Lim-
solf lnnder and raore loving than the Father
of onr spirita? **8hall not the Judgo of
all the carth do that which is right ?"
Doubtless God hias good rossons for the
pormission of ¢in, andfor its elernal punish-
mont.

Weo have good reason fo beliove that
more glory will redound to God than if ein
had not been permitted—yon, mure that
the final and greator happiness of the uni-
verse will bo promoted thoreby. It will
tench tho universe the fearful evil of gin,
as they conld not otherwize have learnt it,
and will thus be one of tie great sources
and supports, or guarantees, of the con-
finued obedionce of unfallen angels and
redeemed meon,

Dosides tho redeomed thomselves will be
brought nearer to God, and Le greatly ex-
alted by their union with Christ, and thoir
natures being nssimilated to His,—in o
way that would never have taken place
but for the fall of man and the redemption
which followed. Thus ultimatoly we have
reason to believe, in accordance with Di-
vino revelation, greater glory will redound
to Jelioval and groster happiness to the
universe at large. The Seriptures teach us
that all things are ordered for the divine
glory and the good of God's rational and
moral oreatures. Yea, God is love, and
the restraint and oven endless punishment
of sin is only love noting for the highest
well-boing ¢f the universe. And just as
human governmonts find it necessary to
separate oriminals from tho rest of man-
kind, and to confine and imprison and
punish them to prevent the increase of
crime, doubtless the Divine government
acts on the same principlo, in separating
the ungodly from thoso saved by Christ,
and confining them forever in the place of

Woe.

The real riddle of existence, the problem
that confounds all philosopby and natural
religion too, so far as roligion is a thiug of
man’s roason, ig the fact that ovil exists at
all j—not that it exists for a longer or
phorter duration.

God is infinitely wise, holy, good and
powerful, and yel sin exists alongsido of
that infinite holiness, wisdom, goodness
and power. Yea, God is also unchange-
able, ‘ Ho is of one mind, and who can
change Him?" Thorefore the infinity of
Hie otornal nature does not ebb and flow
with every increase and diminution in tho
sum of human guilt or misery. Against
this immoveable barrier—the existonco of
evil—the waves of philosophy hLave dashed
themselves unceasingly since the birthday
of human thought,and have returned broken
and powerless, without displacing the min.
utest fragment of the stubborn rock,—
without softering one feature of its dark
and rugged snrface. This mystory man
cannot unravel. We bolong to the infinite.
There are rasny problems arising on$ of
man’s reintion to thoe infinite which we
cannot fathom, aud which wo must leave
to infinite wisdom to solve in its own good
timo and way. Ono souroce of the fatal and
dangerous error to which we have referrod
is that it is assnmed that the puvishment
will be solely with reference to the sins
committed in this life, that the gelt will
continne finile while the msery will be
Fforever prolonged.  Is it then cextain that
thore wiil be no sin beyond the grave?
that an immortal soul can inour God's
wrath and condemnation only while umted
to a mortal body? Dn the contrary we
havo reason to belteve that s perpetuates
itself, and that prolonged misery 18 the or-
gpring of prolonged guilt. That most pow-
orful reasoner, Bishop Butler, says that tho
Divine moral government implics that the
consequences of sin shail bo misory in some
gt:luo stato by the righteous judgment of

od.

Sin unless arrested Ly Divine luve aa re-
voaled in the cross of Calvary, naturally
and neccasarily propn;iatea and perpotuates
itself. The sinner will forever continue to
indulge and dolight in sin. He will for-
over c.atinue to hate God and holiness, for
the carcal mind is enmity against God,
and is unot aud cannot Le subject to His
Iaw. The sinner will sin yet more and
more invetorably throughout the circling
ages of ctornity. Ho will continno as John,
the revelator, says, to * blasphome God be-
caugo of the pain which ho there endures ;*
and thi=, on the prineiple of Divine justic
and heliness, requires the continued an
perpetnal endurance of the wages of sin.

But we are not made acquainted with all
the ends or reason3 why future punish-
ment shall be iuflicted, or why God has
ngpomtc-d that such consequent misery
phould follow vies, yot wo may supposo
hat it will follow in & woy analagons to
hat in which many miscries follow certain
rourses of action now. Thus poverty, sick-
ness, infamy, antimely death from discase,
or at the hands of civil justice, follow cer-

1ain vices hiore ;—or & person rashly trifling
on & precipice, falls down and loses his life.
Bin and misery ever tend to perpotuato
themselves according to a law of our na.
jure. Evil habits gather sirength with
every fresh indulgence, till it is no longer
~humanly speaking—in the power of the
ginner to ehake off the burden which hig
own deeds have laid upon him. In that
xysterious condition of the depraved will
a8 geen in the case of the drunkard, the
ponsunlist, the avaricious—compelled and
yot frea—ths flave of sinful hwbite, yet

rasponsibla for every aot of sin——nud gath-
ening deeper condemnation as the power
of awusndnont grows less,  Inall this may
wo uot seo poseible foreshadowinga of the
got deepor guilt, and yot more hopeless
misery, of tho wonm that never dies and
the fiva that 18 not quonched ?  The faot of
this law of our nature 18 one to wiioh our
overy dn{ oxpericnce beuzs witucss; and
who shall say that the invieible things of
God may not in this ag in other instancos
pa shiadowed forth to ua by things that aro
goon? Unless wo deny the oxstonoe of
sin,~deny that thero is & law of sin reign-
ing in man’s moral conatitution, wo wmast
acknowlodge that it is in itsolf a progrese
sive and self-propagating power, and thor‘o-
fory while wo doplore its power working in
the soul a8 & fatal malady, wo should as
wiso men aceept tho only remedy—the
grace of Golrevealed in tho Gogpol. And
ovon if tho 1mport of the term overlasting
wors doubtful (which it is noti—he surely
would Le tho greatest fool in tho nuiverse
to risk his otornal happiness upon such a
woak foundation. It wouldeventhen be the
part of wisdom to_securo salvation i tho
only way revenled by God Himsolf, Let
us nover forgot that whero sin bas its way
in any rational being it must gain the su-
remacy, and that whero it lives unsub-
Suod in any human beart, it retgus unto
death* We cannot easily ignore or put
away froma ns the iden of sin, unless it be in
somo6 momentary fit of moral inebriation.
an may for o time deaden his moral sen-
gibilities to a peroeption of this dreadful
reality. Yot the lhour must como when
the roul shall know and feel that it has
cherishod tastes and paseions, habits and
pime which jar againet the constitution of
tho moral universo ; and then wherover it
may be, that universe will become to it &
very hell. All the awaltened sinner’s moms
orics and anticipations becomo elomonts of
toriure, proying upon his expanding ca-
pacities, and consuming as on oternal fire.

This prinoiple has beon seen and de-
seribod hy the world’s poets, and genius
has borne testimony to the wrath of the
Gospel which provides a remedy for the
disonse of the soul, and sounds a eall to all
to give oar to tho voice of meroy, wiieh
through Christ speaks to us from heaven.
Wo find thie idea in tho lines of Lord By-
ron, beginning thus,—

*The mind that hrooda o’or gullty woos,

1In liko tho scorplon girt by fre.
Yot, notwithstanding this, to us, unfathom-
able mystery, the existence of evil under
the government of an infinitly holy and
good being, the love of God is evident from
:he mission of Jesus to seck and savo the
ost,

All this implies that man is responsible
for bis belief, for from that belief his oon-
duot flows a6 from n fountain. 'This our
Lord plainly declares when Hesnys, “This
fs the conderunation that light has come
into the world, and men loved darkness
rather than light, bocause their deeds wore
ovil.” Unboelief is described as a sin, &
moral evil, which not only leaves a man an
unforgiven trangressor with all his guilt
crushing him to ruin, but is itcolf a heinous
transgrossion, involving an indescribable
amount of guilt, and therefore followed by
certain and eternnl condemnuation, for ‘'the
wrath of God abideth on him." — John
jii. 86, Hence the portion alloifed unbe-
lievers in Rev. xxi, 8. Beliof deponds on
the discernment of evidence, and the power
to dizoern depends on the state of tho hoart
of the enquirer himself, and hence one
gource of his accountability. It 1s his duty
to colleot, examine and weigh evidenen
with an unprejudiced mind, as did Nathan-
jel and othors who received Jesus as Mes-
glal; whereag the Jews at large were
nnder the intiuence of prejudico and pas.
sion, and through this inflneuce rejected
the Saviour to their own condemnsation.
So it is still; multitndes reject Christ be-
cause He requiroes them to put away their
pride and to receive kis teaching, and
trust him in the spinit of little children, as
well as to becomo pure in heart—renouno-
wyg all sin whother of Leart or hie. A
man's character and habit greatly bias his
intollect. Honco tho great canso of un-
belief,—as of doubts and surmises whioh
have no scriptural foundation,—is thestate
of tho heart—the pride or vanity, the lust
or pagsion, which reigu there,—or the
want of entize submission of the under-
standing, the will and tho affections fo
God's authority. This principle is set forth
by our Lord when Le says, " If thine eye
be single $hy wkole body shall be full of
light, %ut if thine ove be evil thy whole
body shall be full of darkness.’” And also
when he doclares that s Fathor makes
the way of Life plain to the humblo enquir ~
even thougl ignorant as a little ohuld, wlils
he leaves the proud and self-rightecus to
perish in their folly (Matt. xi. 26-27). The
grabd duflionlty in the wayof mon believing
on Christ as the Savionr, and beheving
evoxly word that ho states as true, 18 not
tho Inck of ovidence, but the stato of their
own hearts, or their want of will. * Yo
WILL NoT como to mo,” or ye do not wish
to ccme, thirough pride of heart,

For geveral years in my early course of
study I had to strugglo with doubts and
anxieties as to tho very existence of a l.viae
Lewg and o futuro state. I kept all to
myself, and wae at leagth delivered by care-
ful study of tho evidencos and by oarnest
prayer. Onco when locking into an open
grave I askol mysolf, is it poesible that
that is the ond of us, and that we do not
live hereafter ? ‘The very thought brought
Jeepest agony to my mind, o that I would
rathor live in misery than not exist at all.
This experiouce convinced me that there 1s
in man an mstinctive desire for, and ex-
pectation of, hfe beyond the presont state
of existence, and that those who hope for
annihilation must bo wicked and wretched
indoed, for such is evidently abhorent to
human nature.

It was while pleading with throbbing
heart and streaming oyos that I got_entire
deliveranco from al?suoh doubts aud difii.
oultios—the temptationa of the evil one.
And I beheve that every one that truly,
humbly, and earncstly lays hold on the
migﬂlty hand of the Groat Redeemor will
bae lifted up above all doubts, and set upon
the firm rock of divino and infallible truth,
a8 revealod by the great teacher, Ko says,
“Day hold of my strength and ye shall
mako peace with me,” und * they shall be

all taught of Goud,” and *“they that do his
will sball know of the dectrine whether it

bo of God,” * If any of you lack wisdom
1ot hita ask of Qod, and it shall be given
bim. *'To the upright light shall arise in
the derknoss,” and * light ix glven for the
righteous,” and will be given in sbnndant
measuro; bnt He alo says, * the meek
will ho teach his way." If we wonld olaim
the fulfllment of thess prowiges, we must
como in the spirit of the humble Mary,
who sat meekly at the feet of Jesuns, and
fooked up lovingly aud confidingly fo
tho Master to wsolve all mysteries
in his awa time, and to romove didl-
cultios out of our wey. All who doso will
ko lod out of darknoss into marvellous
light, aud bo enabled to roceive with un-
doubting faith all thet the Lord hath
spoken,

20d. Thia loads ug chiefly to consider
tho different awards that await the bwlders
—% Lvery man’s work shall bo made mani-
fost for tho day ehali declare it, becaueo it
shall bo revosled by fire; and the fire shall
try evory mon's work of what sort it is,
Q0.

Pho apostle here warng ail under-build.
ers, who seek the honour of being co-work-
ors with God in building up the spiritual
torple, to boware what kivd of material
thoy build on the foundation already laid
by Jehoval, for their work shall be tried
by tho Great Architeot himaelf, and all that
is not right mnterial <hall o rojected and
destroyed, and the builders suffer logs, In
this ife & man may have great confidenco
in the dootrine which he teachag, and he
may set himesolf above the Word of God,
bat his work hereafter will agponr in its
truo oharacter. DBy the day which will try
every man's work, ig evidently meant the
groat day of final judgment. In 2 Theas.
i, 8, it is said “the Lord Josus shall be
rovealed in flaming fire,” i.c., in the midst
of flaming fire. Fire is the constant sym-
bol of trial. Tho day of judgment ehall
declaro the charactor of every man's work.
In Mal, iv. 1, wo sre told that ** the daF
cometh that shall burn as an oven, and aill
the proud and all that do wiokedly shall be
as stubblo, and the day cometh that

shall burn them wup.”” The figure
is that of & building on which
many workmen are employed. Some

use proper materinls, that accord with
tho character of the bailding, others
materials not suited to the spiritual char-
aotor of this holy temple. The building is
to be tried by fire. The unsuitable mator.
ials, or unsound doctrines, and foolish or
useless speoulations will be burnt up.
These can no more stand the test of tho
day of judgment than wood, hay, efe., can
stand the fest of fire. On this passago at-
tompts have beon made to found the dog.
trine of purgatory. The firo here is evi-
dently figurative oven as the wood, hay,
oto,, and it is not & purifieative or puritive
firo like the purgatory of Rome, but a
probatory fire; it is not restricted to thoso
dying in vonial sins; the supposed inter.
mediate olass; botween those entering

his angols!” It was not prepared for
human eroatures, bub for the loader of
rovolt in the moral universo; but those
who follow him, and heliove him, and
thus boaome like him, must forever shave
his awful dooms, This dootrine toaches
that salvation, aftor all, i of kuman uterit,
and not wholly of grace ag God doclares,
and if it be trus, thon those who have
rorved out their torm of punishmont can-
not join I tho anthem of the redeomed
« Unto ITim that loved ug, and washed us
in His own blood;” but unto oursolves
who, by our own suffsring, bave cxpiated
our guill snd merited etornal lfe, bo
hovour and glory forever aud ever. Wo
sre told that those who build on the found-
atlon sound dootrines according to Scrip-
ture and the mind of Gol, be shall receive
the reward of a faithful gexvant, BSo also,
convorts built on Ohrist the true founda-
tion, shall be Lis erown of rejoioing at the
great day. On the other hand, if any
man's work does not atand the fest, if
found by the Great Judge to be contrary
to His revealed will, or unauthorized by,
and, therefors, dishonoeuring to the author-
ity of the Great Lawgive., and endangor-
ing the intorests of His kinglomi, Lis
work shall be desiroyed, and instead of
boing greatly hononredgand highly roward-
ed, he shall switer loss, and  shall huneelf
bo saved with extremo diflloulty. The
apostlo ig speaking of thoso teachers who
though thoy retain the fundamental doo-
trines, yot combine with them error (v. 12).

If a teachor of Christianity mingles with
God's truth his own speculations, he will
find himself & loser at the Great Day, If
his teaching does not stand the test of the
Divine Word, ho shall forfeit tho special
reward of a co-labourer, not that he shall
loso salvation, which is a free gift, not a
roward, for ho romains and even builds on
the foundation. * Yel so as by fire,” he
shall bo savod booause he builds on the
foundation; but with apparent difficully
and dangor, a8 o mon eseapos the flames
when his house and goods are burned.
This modo of speaking is coramon in Serip-
ture. 'Thus Daniol says, “We went
through fire and watex, —that is, passed
through groat danger (see Is. xliii. 2).
Awos speals of a_fire-brand plncked out
of the burning ; and_ Zacheriah compares
Joshua to a *brand plucked out of the
fire,” i.0., preserved with diffioulty from
captivity. And Jude exhorts to * save
some with fear, plucking them out of the

| fire"—that is warning them to flee now

from the wrath to como, and o cuaso from
all doubtful ways and ways of sin. As by
fire dross is separated from gold, so if &
Ohristian would build errors in dootrine
or practioo upon the foundation of God’s
truth, he should bo separated frou them by
somo trying dispensation, whilst thoy
fhould bo destroyed and be thus suffer
088,

Tho Loxd is represented as coming sud-
denly to His temple in flaming fire, and all

Heaven at once, and those dying in mortal
rin who go to hell, but wnwwersal, testing |
the godly and the ungodly ahke—the work |

of Paul and Apollas; and none wouid say |

that they wore in purgatory. This fireis |
not till the last day, whereas the supposed |
firo of purgatory begins at death. Tlhe fire |
hero roferred to is to try works; the fire of
purgatory is to try men. This firo canses
loss to tho sufferer; purgatory fire is
great gain,—that is admission into heaven
at last to those who are purged by it—ifI
only it weretrue. It wasnot this doctrine
which gave rise to prayers for the dead, |
hat tho practice of praying for the dead— |
(whioh crept in from the mistaken solici- |
tude of survivors)—that gavo rise to the !
dootrine. This shows the danger of tam. |
poring with error, and the duty of setting |
our faces liko & flint against its introduo. |
tion. TLe moral influence of the doctrine |
of restoration is similar to that of purgatory.

Such a doctrine ought not to rest on a
fizurative passage. It was unkuown to
the Primitive Church, and was borrowed |
from the heuthen philosophy of Greece.
Plato divides men into three classes—the
good, the bad, and the middling. The
good proceed at once to the “islands of the
blessed 3" the bad sink into Tartarus; the
middling were purified in Acheron, and
punished till their guilt was expiated, and
then thoy wero admitted to the participa-
tion of felicity. This idea of Plato i
tanght in Virgil (Aeneid B. 6, L. 780),
* Some plurged in water, others purged by
fives.” This doctrine was not taught by
the carly charoh for centuries. Origen, a
Chnstian plilosopher after Plato, taught
that all will Lo purified at the final confla-
gratizn. Du! such teaching is plainly con-
trary to Serijtare, where we are distinetly
told that ther I no work, nor device, nor
wisdom in tLe grave, aud that ag the tree
falls it shall e, Our Lord gave this dve-
trine no countenance whon 1o said to the
dying thief, © This day shalt thou be with
mo in paradise.” Yet the thief was guilty
of more than venial sin.

Nor does Panl give it any countenance
when kLo says of the death of all Christinng |
that when al-ont from the body, they are |
at oneo present with the Lord,  Sucha |
duetiine diskonours tho porfect sacrifice of ,
Christ, whose blood “oleanseth from all |
sin.

It encourages men to iive in sin in the 4
hope that, though they may have to suffer |
for & perivd, longer or shorter, thoy will at |
length emerge, haviog completed their ,
terin—as a criminal comos forth from a |
prison on earth—and will then evjoy the |
glory and bitss of heaven throughout oter-
nity.

Such a priuciplo assnls the foundations |
of morality, and that alono shows that it |
is not of God, but a doctrine of the devil, |
It plainly bears tho lineaments of that
maurderer and liar who said to Eve, % Ye
shall not surely die.” Yes, he is tho
author of that dostrine, and he it is who
suggests it shil to the minds of men, in
order that ho may seecure thom as his
victims, to share with him forever the
prison of hell, Whether should wo hearken
to the Ged of truth, who solemnly warns
us of the foarful doom that awais the un-
pardoned sinner, bocause He loves us, or
to Apollyon the destroyer, who hatos us,
and seeks to deceive and rmmin us? Tho
blessed and loving Saviour says that His
sentence at the great day upon all the uu.
saved ehall bo, ** Depart ye oursed inio
the lake of fice prepared for the devil and

1

parts of the bmlding which wiil not stand
that firo will be consumed. The builders
will escape with personalsalvation—but with
tho loss of their work, They will thus
ocoupy n lower place in the kingdom than
they would have done had they built only
with divinely appointed materials, A
simular prinoiple is set forth by Peter when
he says, “If the righteous scarcely be
gaved, where shall tho ungodly and the
ginner appear.” Christ also declares that
thoso who dishonour His word in their
toaching, *¢shall bo called least in the
kingdom of heaven,” or shall not recerve
the reward that they might bave badif
thoy had honoured His word~—the expres-
sion of tho Divine Mind—in all their
tonchings, for they that did so shail bo
orlled great in the kingdom of bheaven™
(Matt, v, 19, 20).

# They shall bo saved out of the fire” is
% proverbial oxpression for saved with dif-
fioulty. Who wounld not rathor have an
abundant entrance into the kingdom, and
have his works follow him above, bearing
fruit forever to the glory of the Great
Architoct of this spiritual temple, and to
his own hooour and joy? God says,
#them that honour me I will honour.”

We honour God when we honour His Wora
or Iis truth revealed, for He has magni-
fied His word above all His name.

If it becorao a question whether we are
to honour God and be faithful in main-
taining tho intorests of His trath or cause,
or honour cur follow men, wo should not
hesitate fur one moment. We should ever
bow in lowliest reverence before God, and
recoive without any hesitation whatever He
declares, whether we can understand it
ful'y or not, or make it square with our
ideas of the Divine Character, or with what
appears tu us to be just and right, aseured
that Gud hias guud reasons for all He sage
and does, and that by and bye He will
mako it plain. It should be enough for
any loyal rervant of Christ that God hath
spoken. When men speak in opposition
to God's Word, wo must not give place to
them, nor listen to them, no, not for an
hour.

But s Paul said, thoagh we or an angel
from heaven preach any other gospel than
has beon preached in the Divine Word,
lot lum bo accursed. et all bLuilders or
preachors boware what they build apon
tho foundation, luct they lose their reward,
Tho reward of those who build on this
foundation 1aid in Zion materiale, which
accord with the foundation, shall be glori-
oys indeed. * They that turn many to
rightoousnees shall shine ns the stars fir
over and ever, and thay can only bo thus
tarned by the trath of God.”

Lot us then pat away all pride and eelf-
gocking, aud bringing down all high ima-
ginations into obedionce to Christ, oxalt
Him and Iis trath, and seek not tho hon-
our that cometh from man, and Ho will
honour us with a glorious reward as His
faithful servants at tho Great Day.

What wo need in order to be kept from
error, and to be led into all truth, is the
spirit of the loving trusting child, that wil!
load us to believe implicitly svery word
God uttors, and to trust our Master when
we cannot trace Him, nssured that what
we know not now we shall know horeafter,
and that He is holy in all His ways, and
righteous in all his deslings with His croa-
tures. Yea, that He does all things well,
ordering everything at once for His own
glory, and the highcat huppiness of His
rational and moral o.eatures

The Atheist.

The fool hath sud, * Thero iano God"

No Ged! Who lgkta the oioyning sun
And sends him on his heavonly roud,

A far and brillinnt course to mn?

Who, when tho radiant Jday is donoe,

Hangs forth the ixeon's nooturnal laryp,
And bide tuo pianeta ote by one,

Bteal o' the aighit valas dark and damy

No Godt Who pives the cvening dovw,

The fuuving brovze, the fostaring shower »
Who wartas the syciug morn's budding boust,
And plants tho sunanor’s soontide tower?

Who sproads in tho autumneal bowsr
Tho fruit treo s nelow ptores around,
And sondy the winter's lpy power
Vo iuyigoyzto the osbrustod ground /

No dod! \WLo makes tho bird to wing
Its tight like osrow through the sky ¢

And i lves the deer ita power to sprivg
F'rom rock to roek trimmphattly

Who foruad tho Behwinoth, huge and hist,

That ot a haugbt the river drans,

And sireat Leviathan to le,
Li%e floatin ¢ {ele, on ocoan plafus ?

No God! Wl warmas the hoart fo beatw
Wit Loasuad fedlings soft aud sweet
And gaowmpts tue n-phiing soul to leave
Tho earth v tread beneath our foot,
Aud goar awes <m pimong oot
Boyoud the seenos of mortal strifo,
With {air othoren? forms to west
That tell us of the aftor hie?

No Gol! Who fixed the solid ground
Of pillars strong, that alter uot?
Wlio sproad the curtained skios siound ®
Who doth the ocean bounds allot ?
Who all things to perfoction brought
On carth Lolow, in heaven above?
Go 28% tho fool of impions thought
Who dare to say ' There is no God

The Preaching of the Oross Foolishness.

1 Cor. i. 18.

1t is tho beliover’s privilege to live near
to God, and to walk in tho way of Hia
commandments ; ho is God's * workman-
ship, oreated in Christ Josus unto good
works, whiclh God hath before ordained
that Lie should walk in them;" and be js
constrained by love, much more effoctuslly
than by any fear of punishmont, to yield
uuto his Hoavonly Father n willing obe.
dienoce of hears and soul, and to strive to
“adorn the dootrine of God his Saviour in
all things.”

Thus we see how the wisdom of Ged ig
displayod in every part of the soheme of
of man's salvation, and how, notwithstand-
ing tho freeness and completeness of a sin.
vor's pardon, the performance of good
works is still secured in a far more effeotual
way than man's wisdom could possibly
have devised. e must mark the place
whicl zood works are intended to hold in
the preaching of the oross. Never should
they bo put forward in the slightoest degree
ag the foundation of a sinner's hope; * for
othor foundation can no man lay than that
is laid, which is Christ Jesus; neither
must works bo omutted, as if they were
worthless in the sight of God. It is nooes-
sary to boware of self-righteousness and
hicentiousness ; and, while the doctrine of
grace is preached withont reserve, holiness
and obedience to the law of Gold must be
impressed upon the people. This is the
meaning of **preaching the cross,” and
this is the scherue which God has, in His
meroy, rovealed for making man holy and
happy. How plainly can wo trace the
hand of its Divine Author in every pari,
and how diflerent is it from aay devised by
haman skill!

In the gospel, man is proved to be a ein.
ner, helpless and condemtifed, and yet a free
forgivenoss is proclaimed for him. He is
told ho is a debtor, who hias notLing where-
with he can pay what he owes; and no
gooner does he acknowledge this truth
than the debt, however great, is remitted.
He is told that he can do nothing to merit
etornal life, or to secure his adruission into
heaven. Jesus Christ has donoe all. The
preaching of the ercss isno longer foolishness
to an awakened sinner, but the power God,
and the wisdom of God, exactly suited to
his necossities. Ho sees in it all the per
fectione of tho deity united and glonfied;
God s Justice displayed 1 the punishment
of sin, and yet His merey exorcised 1 the
paadon of the smner; His tauth, and love,
and porfeot holiness, all shown forth in hat-
mony with eroir other; and he rejoices to
know tliat God can be just and yet the
Justifier of him who believes in Jesus.
Sueh is the ohange produced in the siuners
view of divine truth; and equaily wondor
ful 18 tho change produced in s practice.
Ho is now autmiated by s new prinoiple,
wineh copstruing him to deny himeell
cheertuily for hus Masters sake. He feels
that, ng a Ohnistian, * he is not his own,’
but * bought with a price,” and thorsfore,
1t 1» Ins anxious desire to * glorify God in
hig body and bis spirit, which are God's.”

lore, then, wo seo how truly the preach-
ing ot the cro:s 18 the power of God to
thoso who aro saved. Wo see tiu: not only
in the sublime natare of its doctrines, and
ju the punty of its moral precopts, but
cinetly m the pracucal effect which
it vroduces upen & sinmer's life. The
Gospel contawns within 1teelf a quick-
oning and lfe-giving principle, and itis
this which eminently distinguishos it fron
cvery other system of morality. Wa fie
in the wntings of soms of tho best heathsn
moralists, excellent exhortations on ihe
sulject of virtue and vice, but where is there
an 1astanco of their influoncing one singlﬁ
siuver so as to induce him to forsake hig
gns and to devote himself to the sorvice of
God? Tbey contained no motivo or prig:
ciplo whichi could not influence the heart of
mau., The heathen systems of morality
wero like & pieco of machinery from which
the muin-epring was wanting; they h
nothing to set themin m-tion; and, there-
fore, for all ﬂgraetical purposes, thoy were
wholly incfiicient, But in the Gospel of
Chuist wo have & most perfect eystom ©
motality, infinitely superior to ovorything
olse of the kind, enforced by the most
powsrful motives, and containing within
wtself the seeds of life, oapable of imparting
vigor to, and entively renovating the ohar:
ncter of man, No moral iesching eoul
over convinco & man of sin,

a friend
ou aré
yiohly

Harve the courago to speak to
in n % ssedy” comt, even though
in company with & rich one an

attired.




