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BRITISH AMERICAN PRESBYTFRIAN

Our Yoy Hoikg,

A True Stéry.

One cold duy in winter a lad stood nt
the outer door of a cotfuge in Seotiand,
The enow had bowu talliug vary fast, wad
the poor boy looked very cold and hangry.

@ Mayr't T stuy, ma'm?” ho said to
the womnrn who hud opened the door,
s I'11 work, cut wood, go for water, and do
ol your erranda’”

“Yon may como iu, at any rate, until
my husband comcs lome,” the woman
said. “ There, sit down by the fiie; you
look perishing with the eold;” aund she
drew a chairup {o the warmert corner;
then suspicionsly glanoing at the Loy from
the corners of her eycs, she contmued secte
ting the table for supper,

Presently camo the the tramp ¢f heavy
boots, and the deor wus swung open with a
quick jork, and the husband ontored,
weatied with his day's work.

A look of wtelligeuce pacsed bolween
his wife and himself. Ile had louked at
the boy, but did not seem very weil pleas-
od; ho nevertiielesr made him como to
the table, and was glad to seo how heartily
he ate his supper.

Day attcr day passed, and yeot tho boy
begged to be kopt *“until to-morrow ;" so
the good couple, after due oconsiderntion,
goncluded that as Jong as he was such a
good boy, and worked o wiliingly, they
would keep him,

Ono day, in the middle of winter, a
peddler, who often traded at the cotiage,
ealled, and, after disposing of some of his
goods, was preparing t6 5o, whon he eaid
to the womun ¢

# You have a Loy out there, splitiing
wood, I see,” pointing to the yard.

“ Yes; do you know him?”

“ T have seen him.” replied tho peddlor.

“Whero ? Whois he ? What ia he ?”

“a jail-bird;” and then the peddler
swung his pack over his shoulder, ** That
boy, young as he locks, I saw in court
myself, and beard him sentenced, ‘ Ten
months.’ You'd do well to look carofully
after him.”

Ohl there was sotuothing so dreadful in
the word * jail.,” The poor woman trem.
bled as she laid away the things she had
bought of the peddlor; nor could she bo
oasy till she called the boy in and assured
him that <he knew that dark part of his
history.

Ashamed and distressed, the boy hung
down his head.  His cheeks seomed burst.
ing with the hot blood, and his lips quiv-

¢ Well,” he muttered, his framo shaking,
# there's ho use in nio trying to do bettar;
everybody hates and despises me ; nobody
cares about mo.”

¢ Teoll me,” anid the woman, ** how came
you to go, so young, to that dreadful
place? Where is your mother?”

“ Oh1” exclaimed the boy, with a burst
of griof that was terrible to behold—* oh
I hadn't no mother! I hadn’t no mother
ever since I was a baby ! IfI only had a
mother,” hoe continned, while tears gushed
from hig eyes, ** L wouldn't have been
bound out, aund kicked, and cuffed, and
horsewhipped. I wouldn’t have been
saucy and got knocked down, and ran
away, and thon stole because I war hungry,
Oh! If I'd only had a mother{"

The strength was all gone fromn the poor
boy, and he sunk on his kneos, sobbing
groat chokting sobs, und rubbing the hot
tears away with the sleeve of his jacket.

The woman was a mother, and though
all her children slept under the cold sod
in tho churebyard, she was a mother still
8he put her hand kindl{ cn the hoad of
the boy, aud told him to look up, and said
from that time he should find in her a
mother. Yes, even put her arms around
tho neck of that forsakeuv, deserted child,
8he poured from her mother's heart, sweet,
kind words, words of counsel and of ten.
derness, Ohi! how sweet was hor sleep
that night—how soft hor pillow ! She had
})lucked some thorns from the path of a

ittle sinning but striving moxial,

‘That poor Loy is now a promising man.
His foster-father is dend, his foster.mother
is nged and sickly, but she knows no want,

The * poor outcast™ is her support.
lI;Iiobly does he repay the trust reposed in

m.

“When my father and mother foraake
me, the Lord will take me up.”—The
Standard Bearer.

Young People and Church Work.

Young men and women gather around
them an interest peculiar to their age, an
interest which should not be lost in church
work. A fault here largely sxists, but one
which we are glad to believe is being grad-
ually corrected. We would heartily add
our contribulion to this end. Most of per-
mons having lived to gome age will recog-
nize the fact that formerly the church and
active Ohristian work was more confined
to older persons than it now is, Church
offices, participation in public religious ex-
ercises and teaching in Sunday schools was
E‘zi?ctically less shared by the younger.

oy felt restrained from taking free and
vigorous hold in these. The more general
prevalence of Sunday-schools aud prayar-
meetings has dono a good servico in this
respect. It bias trained the younger class
to more freedom, and more capacity, too,
=for work. Judicious pastors have seen the
end kere to be gained, and made them.
solves and their work more familiar to
them. Yet thora is a great want of activ.
ity, especially in many localities, on the
part of the younger ciass, which ought by
every menns {o be removed, The remedy
lies largely with pastors and older mem.
bers, They should not leave oot of view
the fact that it is their imperative duly, as
well a8 the interssts of the church, to en.
lat the younger class in Christian work
and activity. They should not hold their
teligion i&r their zeal a:l peculiar to their
own position or age, and as not proper to
be shared and exercissd by younl; pg.&plo.
Their warm and enlinniniOhrhﬁu spitit
lho:lgslom. attract and cheyr the 5onngor
to om in religious thinking and doing,

This does not mean at all an undignifis
manner or a tiivial spirit, bat the outgoing
toward this

um'm"':u olam in-order
bm':.m- sad to do servies for Christ,

There is often heard the complaint that
our young poople can not bo enlisted in
religions matters, We think too lirtla
pains s taken to loarn the oanse and dis-
sover thuromcdy. ‘The pastor, the churols,
and in fact overything pertamning to 1e-
ligion, are somachow ot uther Inought to be
regarded by tho young tolks ng belonging
to fathor, mother, aud the older people,
and not as belonving o thema or as for
thenr,  Pustors shonld break np such a
state of affuirs, thrust themselves out {o-
ward tho young peoplo, and maks them
feel thut they have here un interest, a
pleasing duty and a great piivilege.

We will nob forget that the remedy of
the ovil stated les also largely with the
young people themselver, They are slow
to comsider weoll and mosure proporly
their oapacity to do servico in the churoh
and in Cheist’s cause.  They are diffilent,
and hesitate to ettempt wn activity in
Curistian works, under the impression that
it roquires capacitioa and qualifioations
they do not poss s, They should remom-
ber they are he1d yesponsible only for the
talents they have, not for those they have
not,  They should also romember that
talents are capable of inerease, however
fow they may be, All that is required and
all that i3 wantad is simply more freodom
and readiness to sorve the chmoeh in the
moasuro of ability they possess, Why that
strange and inexousable feeling on their
part wlieh keops them baok from thinking
of, epeaking nbout, aud doing what pertains
to ohurch work? They should overcome
it, and take a lively interest and an aolive
patthere.  The way is opan for them, and
their holp is of much account, Get the
heart right, Let it bo lit up wath the light
of the Christian lifs, and let that light
shine ont facely and brilliantly in all pos-
sible aclivity in and for the church. Then
it will soon be o familiar field. All re-
straint will bo vemoved. It will very soen
not be difficult to live and labor as a Chris.
tian young man or woman, even as &
Christian boy or girl. The amount of ser-
vico to the church which they can and
ought fo render is very great. They carry
with them an interest and influence which
without them is not only lost to the ghursh
but which in the end is much agninst hor
Jprogress—u current drawing away from
LI

We would earnestly nppeal to overy
young person to consider the matter here
suggested to them. What reason have
they for withholding from the chureh the
gervice they can anld ought to tender ?
Why aroe thoy not free to act and labor in
her work and mission? With them her
eflicienoy will be increased and her success
accelorated, Without thom her difficulties
will be multiplied, and their own woell.
being imperiled both in time and oternity.
Lot them give to her, and so to God, the
beautiful incense of ther young, cheerful
aud vigorous life.—Herald and Presbyter.

Teaching Children Courage,

Courago iz o vital element of Christian
chivalry, ithoutit, indeed, neither truth
nor fidelity to promise can be hoped for.
‘I'he coward is sure to lie when truth means
punishment, nud sure to retreat from his
engagements whon they involve peril. We
need valiant souls that have learned to en-
dure and scorn pain, and face danger
fearlessly and promptly when duty requiree.
Some parents ovade this vital daxt of train.
ing by glossesand decoptions, A mother
who has taken her boy to the dentist’s o
got ntooth out will often say, if heisshrink-
icg, “Sit still, my boy ; it won’t hurt you,”
Now she kuows it will hurt him, but thinks
if she can only got him by thia device to it
atill and lot the dentist get hold of the tooth,
then hie discovery of the pain will not hin-
der its extraction. This is a double mistake.
It destroys her boy's confidencein her; for
he detects her in a lie. And though it gets
the boy, this time, to sit still, it is under
vhe delusion that there is to be no pain;
wherens ho should be taught to faco the
pain and to scorn it, This makes the Qif-
ference between cowards and heroes. A
regiment of peltroons could march up tos
battery as cheerfully as a regiment of
heroes if they thought there were no
enemyat the guns. The difference is that
heroes koow the danger, and face it
valiantly.

Keep to one Thing.

Wo earnestly entreal every young man
after bo has chosen his vocation to stick to
it. Don't leavo it because hard blows are
to be struck, or disagreeable work performs
ed, Those who have worked their way
up to wealth and usefulness do not belong
to the shiftless and unstable class but
may be reckoned among such as took off
their coats, rolled up their sloeves, con.
quered their prejudice againstlabour, and
manfully bore the heat and burden of the
day. Whoether upon tho old tarm where
our fathers toiled diligently, striving to
bring the soil to produclivenocss, in the
maching shop or faotory, or the thousand
other business places that invite honest toil
and skill, let the motto ever be, Persever-
ance and Industry.

Anagranm.

From the word incompatible the follow-
ing 127 words may be made : I, in,it, imit-
able, ice, into, ean, compatible, came, cant,
cone, Colman, cole, coal, colie, colet, eabi-
net, cable, cab, cabin, Colin, cail, comet,
comio, combine, eane, Oain, colt, coma, on,
onoce, oue, omit, mope, map, inoat, man,
men, moan, mint, mole, malt, mite, me,
mat, mane, main, mate, meat, pin, pate,
poent, pomanoe, point, o, pint, pit, pot,
polite, polt, Polo, plait, plate, pen, at able,
Abel, ale, ail, nloe, ant, an, tap, ten, tab,
top, tone, tin, ton, table, tale, tail, tiel, to,
toe, tie, tame, time, fon, tomb, bit, bite,
boil, bile, bloat, clot, banes, bain, boa, be,
boat, lin, lame, limb, lain, lane, lis, lint,
lamb, lion, sbon, entomb, no, nimble, nice,
net, nit, not, nib, nail, name, Nain, note,
amen.— T'homas J. Martin, 'Moy.

I NxvER place much reliance on a man
who is always telling what he would have
done he been ihiare. I bave noticed
that somehow this kind of psopls mever got

Satlitly Srnool Teacley,

LESSON IX.

THE ARK BROUCHT YO ziow | © S21 VI

Fob 93, }
1»76

CodMMIT To MEMoRy, v. 18,

ParaLId & Passiges~—1 Chron. xiil. and
xv. 25-U8,

Senrrvrl. REsmiNas—With v, 1, read
Prov. si. 143 with v. 2, read Iix. xvv, ¥2;
with v. 8, yoad 1 Sam. vi. 73 with vs, 4
and 5, read 1 Sam. vii. 1, 2, with v. 6,
read Numb. iv. 16 ; with v. 7, read 1 Sam,
vi. 19 with v. 8, compare 2 Sam. v. 20;
with v. 9, read 1 Sam. vi. 20
with va, 10, 11, read Gez. xxxit. 5; with
va. 12-15, read Zeoh. vi, 18.

GoLueN Text,~— The Lord hath chesen
71003 he hath desirved it for hws habitation,
—P4, oxxi, 18,

CenrraL TruTi.—QGroat fear is due uuto
the Lord.

Thoero ara two fow oases of rulers making
thio Lord’s woirk and honor thenr first eare,
Too often tho vewarding of their partisans
or the strongthening of their position i«
their firsi work: Not so with Dawnid,  His
first care aftor nequiring power ir to geours
the place appointed for Cod’s “ rest” (2
Sam, v. 7). His noxt is to bring up the
ark into it; in which onterprize he engages
tho leading persons of ** ali the people” to
the nnmber of thirty thousand, It would
be good for thern to be intorestad in such a
work (v. 1).

There are too fow cases of ordinary men
giving * things pertaining to God,” the
foremost place. Thoy stand asido till other
things have been done, aud then take
their chance out of the residus; and men
wonder after all that God does not send
the blessing! Let us remember the rule
(Matt. vi, 83) and hear the questiou (Mal.
i, 6). Thousands intend to ** got sottied”
in chureh, after they ure well settled in
the world. They pay the penalty of con-
tempt of God in loss, spiritunl or temporal
—often both,

THE ARK REMOVED FROM BAAL,

(V. 2,) There was no necessity for many
persons to movo the ark from Banl (Josh.
xv. 9), or Kirjah<jearitn (1 Qhron. xiii. 6),
about ten miles only, But it is not to be
treated like n trunk or parcel, It is God's
ark. Dignity, state, soleranity, attendance
are all due. Andit is best that it should
not be loft to & fow official persons. Liet
it be tbo common cause, asveligion and
the servico of God are our common cause.
The churoh is not for the miniaters, but
ministers and churches for the peoplo.

The ark was the sign of God’s blessing
and favor. In honoring it, God is honor.
ed ; the service ought therefore to bs joy-.
ful. It was right to give this symbol tho
highest and most honorable place. Its
dignity is pointed at in the end of tho
verse, * Upon which is named the namo,
tho name of Jehovali of Hosts, who sits
betweon the chernbim.”

(V. 3.) But zeal and heartiness are not
all that God requires in His service. There
must be regard to His recorded and ex-
pressed will. When we gratify a friend of
ottr own motion, we mdy take our own
way, and tho motive is everything. When
wa sorve the Lord, His will is of the
greatost mowent, and may not be disre-
rogarded.

THE SIN AND ITS PUNISHMENT,

No inquiry ceoms to have been made
as to the mole of proceeding. The Phil.
istines (1 Sam. vi. 7) instruoted by their
“ priests and diviners” (v. 2), had made a
new oart—in & reverent epirit. This pre.
cedent scems to have been followed here,
But what was well enough in Philistineg—
who had not the law—was not necessarily
rightin Hebrows who had, They bad di-
reotions as te the way of removing tho ark
(Numb. iv. 15). .

Either from haste, excitement, or for-
gotfulness, thisrule was disregarded. They
sot the ark on a new cart (see Lake xix.
380, and Matt. xxvii. 60), and brought it out
of the house still called by Abinadab’s
namo (though he was in all likelihood
dead), on the hill; his sons or grandsons
driving the cart.

(V. 4.) The tragedy that followed, was
go grave and impressive that all the
details are dwelt upon. ‘Ahio went be:
fore the ark.”

(V. 5.) A joyful prooession marching to
justramental and vocal musie, in whioch
David and the representative men took
part, went before. Psalms like the 24th,
would be appropriate,

(V. 6.) At the threshing-floor of Nachon,
the cart, was shaken, and the ark appear-
ed insecure, 1t was expreaul{ forbidden,
even to the Levites, to touch it ¢ lest they
die.” God thuas conveyed an idea of His
own holiness, Uzzah, in forgetfulness of
this, sonught to steady the ark, which was
falling or in danger, (the words are am-
biguour), and * took hold of it.”

(V. 7.) The event showed that the Lord
was displeased, His denth was instan.
taneous, “by the side of the ark.,” Whata
warning to all who suppose that they must
take their own way to keep it up, or God's
ark will fall, and that way often in self-
will, pride, scorn, perseculion or hatred
(see James i. 20). Eis conrse seems to us
excusable; but men needed to be taught
that God is not like Dagon, or * gods made
with hauds.”

(V. 8.) The procession was stopped ; all
was dismay. David was displeased, or as
we may charitably hope * grieved” (see 1
Sam, xv. 11; Jouah iv. 1, 9), but he acted
like one vexed and despairing, He might
have inquired ** of what error or omission
have I been guilty ?" and repaired it, but
he did not. He called the placo Perez-
wzzah (see 2 Sam. v. 20), not in glad, but
1 sad memory of the event.

THE ARK WITH OBED-EDOM,

{V.9.) He was afraid-—as if God could
not be pleased-—and gave up the idea of
bringivg the ark into Zion. * How shall
the mk of God come unto me?" Ha
needed further teaching, which God merci-
fully gave him, with time for refleution, by
His providenoe.

en & plan of ours for ethers receivesa
cheok, we 4o throw it up (we do not
ast 80 for ourselves), as if the disintervated.
ness of our servios was ill-requited byt ::‘
Iack ¢f suscoss—a sign of some sl

meiive, naaally, * They do not trust my
wisdom, or glve me my place, or appreoi.
ate my sorviev; then let them do without
1" Phis is solf, noo ** Chiais in us,” 1Had
Mo fo acted ! Tha ark was tuken fo the
house of Obed-edom, called the Glfate,
from iprobubly) Gathritamen iges Josh.
3. 251, Aa he was & Lovito (seo 1 Chron

sv. 18, 21, 21, ho wos n proper perron to
reee1ve at, and he did not tenr,

(V. 1L} During tho threo months of th~
ark’s stay thers, the favour of God was
signally and obvionaly (wo are not told
how) on the household, It has been
quamtly znid, **the God of heaven pays
hikerally for his lodging.”

THE ARK IN ZIuN,

Vi 12 15.) Davidretlectson hearing ths, .

BRITISH AND FOREIGN.

AriNGRMENTs mie Leing made ot the
Capo of tiood Haops i1 the importation of
Cooliv Tabom, and the Government will
nllow £7 por head tor every Cluunman de-
ivered in the eolony up tu 100y,

Turpresbytery of Lingwall met at Strath.
conan last Thuraday weck tor the miline-
tiwn and induction of the Liv. Donald
Macferlane to the pastorat ehmige of the
Free Chm =h eanere zation, which hua boen
without & ~igiztar simes the Dinpiion,
but hus aaiored most farthfully te the
Free Chureh,

Tar. Joint C nanv'fe of Giadnates of {ha
Catholio University and Queen’s Colluge,
Dabha, who have for fome tune been

resulves to cairy out bis iutention, correets | Mee inz witha view tu doviee a vettlement
(1 Chron. av. 2, whecle seo specrallyy the , Of the Univernty questien, have voanm-

error, aud owus it—a sgn of grage—and

vtaly deceded to eounmt Y Me Dutt the

with rienfiens expressive of dependenae, Parliamentimy ehargo of the Dill which

humility, ihankfuiness, and evety expros-

they have drawn up.  Me, Butv has eon-

sion of onthasiastic joy, conveys the sacred sonted to take chryge of the measme, res
symbol to the plnco where Molobizedek | serving to hiuselt the wiehit tomadify
reighed, Abram was blessod, and his own | $0me ol its dewls, The Il proposcs to
typieal throne st up. David was girded : ostablish one great uu tonal Umsirsity for

with an ephed; he was doing priestly no t

lesa than kingly duty. Ho rejoiced nnd
\]ﬂ.‘DCtl‘ with enthusiastio giaducss, whioh |
offended his  wifo, and (a3 difterence of ve-

Ireland, to which tlnee collogss aro to be
attdehed, viz.,, Trimty Oollogo s a Pro-
testant mstitution, 2 Rewman Cat} slie col.
lege, and & mixed or secalar eolioge, the

ligious foeling often docs) made a lasting « latier being ono of the existing Queen's

breach botweon them, From this we may |
learn, and the teachers can expand and |
iilnstiate sush lessons ns thes.a—(oll-.;.sf
have beon mentionod),

Colley: s, probably Belfaat,
Ai tno meeling of the Royal Geogra-

phical Sceiety on Mondv, l-tters ware
real irom Licutenant Cameron, command-

1. Godis to bo honored in His inatitu- | ¢ of the Luvingstone East Coast Expedi-

13 B t
tions—waid, day, worship, sacraments,

2. 1o is to boserved not after our ' Tauganyika to the Wear

tion, deseriptive of his y urney from Liake

Coast.  Ha

taste, or fashion, but after Ilis own will, 8p¢aks ot the interisr az mostly a magni-

Will-worship is not true worship. !
. 8. He honors thom that honor Him.
is good to make effotts in our hves and |
our homes for the Lord. Nuobody loses by |
reverent regard for God's ark.

fiecant and healthly country, of unspeak.
Tt abletichners,

! Ha had with him a small
specimen of good eoal. Gold, copper,
iron, and silver oro were abundent, and ho

; wag confident that with a wise and hiberal

4, God's sorvice is no’griovous but joy- ! expenditurs of capital cne of the greatest

out., Lot us sorvo him with mirth.

| systems of inland navigation in the world

(It will bo a useful exercice for the might bo utilized. All the prodneions in

tonchers to find out, and to fix in the !

Ssuthern Europe vnght bo made profit-

minds of the pupils, at least one text for | sble; and with a repital of from one to
each of these four lessons; nud to show | two muill'onssterling to begin with a great
in connhection with Nu, 8, the valuo of | company would have Afriea open in about

“rraco boforo meat,” and of * family
prayer.”)

SUGGESTIVE TOPICS, i
; motion of the Rev. Mr. Runciman, a de-
: elaration was earried to the effeat that re-

The ark—what it was—where it wag—
why~—David's desire—how lnudable an ox-

ample—his method of procedure—gain of |

it—the steps taken—the error in them—
the act of Uzzah~the juldgmant—the les-
won—the effest on the procession—on
David—the error of his course—the lodg.
ing found for the ark—the result—the in.
fluence of God's providencs—~David’s seo-
ond movement—exror corrected—proof of
this—tho sacrifices—the tompor of David
~—his dancing, dress, significance of jt—
and other lessons.

Systematic Study of the Bible.

Prof. Troy, writing for the Sunday
School Tunes, conzludes an excéllent arbi-
cle upon the systematic study of tho Bible,
with the following good advice:

“Two fundamental rutes for Bible study
raay be given : 1. Be honest aud diligont
in study. Spare no pains to find out the
menning ot the Senpture, aud be willing
honestly to acoept the meaning when it1s
found, 2, Make tho Bible 1t3 own inter-
preter by cavoful compurison of different
pussages, Ouly, in making such compari.
sons, study the various passages with
their contexts well. And study each book
of the Bible in and by itwelf. Other
things being equal, he who most deeply im-
bibes the spirit of the Bible will be 1ts best
interproter.

“ Of course, cominentaries are not to be
undervalued., The teacher will find it to
his interest to pay the higher price for the
botter exegetical work, The commentary
must be studied closely, three tbings being
always borne in mind: 1. Every com.
montator omits much that 18 valuable. 2.
Every commentator is liablo to be biased and
partial in his views. 8. No mere siudy of
commentatories can give the freshness and
realness of knowledge that is gotten by one’s
independent inveatigation.”

8kill in Teaching.

Speaking of the means used to perfect
our teachers for secular schools, and urging
similar efforts for Sunday school teaochers,
The Baptist T'cacher puts the case in the
following forcible form:

“How shall skill in teaching bo seour-
ed? By along and blundering experionce,
through which some, like Christian in the
Slough of Despond, will flounder, but in
which more will be hopelessly swamped,
and from which many will turn back in
disgust ? Who wants to subjeet his ohild-
ren’s training to such stupid experiment-
ing? Who would pay school tax if work
were 80 badly done? No. We demand
that the acquisitions of wisdom in this
matter of teaching, as in all other matters,
be handed down from one generation to
tho following. Let the young be lifted up
to the plane attained by the older, and
thence let them begin their still higher
ascent.”

Training Teachers.

Our English cousins have the true idea
asto the toacher's training, Their me-
thods differ from oura in some respects;
but, if the true end be reached, the means
of reaching it matters but little. Mr. H.V.
Harris, in the London Swnday Sclool
Chronicle,statos the oase asfollows:

+ I hold that it is the duty of the Church
not to send soldiors iuto the field, even if
thoy be volunteers, until they have trained
and drilled the:1 well as to their general
plan of action aud bhandling of tlreir wea-.
pone. Teachers are not miracles of orea-
tive power; they do not, like mushrooms,
spring upin & night; they are not at ounce
converted from the world inte efficient
Sabbath School labourers, True, there
are those who Liave a natural gifs for teach.
ing; but there are a far larger nnmber who
require this facalty to be induced, and
educed, and who when they have recsived
wholesome training ae to the best method
of leading out the children's thoughts to

apprehend the ttnth'wm be efficlent and

-

three ydars if property worked.

AT a moeting of the United Presbytorian
Pro<hytery of Orkney last week, on tho

cent lezislntion having the appearance of
granting greator hiberty to that section of
the Church which :s by law established in
Scotland, avd special roference having
been wads to 8 reuninn of Presbytevian.
ism in Seotland upon the basis of a 5o eall-
ed liberation of the Iistahlishment; and
further, o proposal having been made in
some quarters to move for a Royal Com-
mission, apparently with the viow of con-
current endowment, this Preshytery feel
ealied upon to declave that the liberty
aranted to the Establishment is neither in
formi nor substance the right of the peo-
ple, which has been contended for by this
Church, and that they are opposed to the
principle itself of a Stato Establishment
and endowment of religian, because it is
inconsictont with liberty of conscience,
and assumes there is somewliere on earth
a human fallibility. The deelaration,
which extended to considerable length,
was unanimously adopted.

WE have to record the death of the Rev.
Matthew Clark at his residence, Killstroll,
Ardstraw, connty Tyrone, aged eighty-four,
closing a ministry which extended over
fifty-five yesrs, My, Clark was called to
minmster in the neighbourhood in which he
was born and brought up, in the large con-
grogation of Ardstraw, one of the very old
Presbyterian settlements in Ulsters Ard-
straw i8 also remarkable as oue of the
oldest settlomonts in the United Kingdou,
Christian worship having been established
thors at least as eaxly ag the fifth century,
and until recontly some of the ruins of the
old Cathedral of Ardstraw were visible.
In the greveyard adjoining, St. Eugenius,
one of the dirciples of St Patrick, was in.
terred, and there are local evidence that
long previous to the fifih century the same
place was a centre of Pagan rites. Thera
is now no place of worship in the ilumedi.
ate neighbourhvod except the tl.urishing
Presbytorian Chuceh, of First Avdstraw.
After forty years of active du'y in the min.
istry Mr. Clatke rotired, and thy Rev, Les.
lie A. Lyle was ordained as his assistant
and successer, Mr, Clarke, who graduated
in Glasg 'w University, was admired as a
very popular preacher.

Ix a Roman Jatholio chapel in Leith a
sirangs exbibition is now on view. At the
head of one of the aisles of this chupel a
considerable spaco has been railed off, and
within it there is a representation ot the
stable at Bethlohem, on the night of the
Lord's bivth, Cauvas or pasteboard hus
beon manipulated so deftly us to give a
good idea of a stable formed in the
rook. It is littered with straw, amongst
which an ox and an ass are tramping in
search of food. In the centre tuerc ixa
manger with the Babe within it, its parents
near in postures of adoration. A lantern
hung from the roof sheds light on the
scone. The stable however has some queer
surroundings. All the wonders of an or-
namentsl garden rookery are accumulated
together in frent of it. A fountain plays in
the centre of the garden, gas jets being so
disposed as to give a sparkle to the water
a8 1t spouts upward and falls brokon into
the basin. In this scens there are stuck
figures of sheep and their shepherds, ele-
phapte, horses and other animals; aud
besides these the kings of the earth are
represented in a.l their glory, with crowns
on their heads'and soeptresin their hands,
the trains of their gorgeous robes bewng
borne bohind them by diminutive pages.
Theso monarshs coms to behold the Iu.
fant Saviour, who with head slightl
turned in their direction, and arm uplifted,
seems a8 il beckoning them or regarding
them with much fixity and atteation.
the whole scene is of the most theatrioal
character, and it is full of gross absurdilies.
while the palm tress aud other plants sre
powdered with snow, and the dresses of the
shephords are also partially covered with
it, the gaudy finery of the kings by no
meanssuggests suskiaxtracrdivary weather.
We must not omit to mention the boxes
that sonfront the visiters for the reception
of thelr eoniribution towards “‘the Chri- o
man orib”
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