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¥o—let us ery for His grace to whom al Or, worse atill, could that man have: an-
thousand years are as a day. ticipated the spectacle presented in the.
8. Discerning the time is to notice the | eternal city ' now? Could he have believed
¢hanges that have occurred during its pro- | that, after men awoke from the sleep
gress, and to be rightly affected by the; of the dark ages, and found that their
thoughts which these changes suggest. | life-action, and aim, and thought, had been
Just try to think of what must havei but(h‘eams,—dhtre&sing, terrible,degrading,
been witnessed and felt, of joy and sorrow, “ leaden, cursed unrealities—a  phantom
of glittering hope and moody despair, by | would be found in ol Rome—a ghastly
2ll the men of all generations, from the ‘rather than a ghostly successor and cari-
beginning to the last.  “They all died, ; cature of the Drewm King? Like a bird of
But bLefore death, what varieties—what vi- ' Dight and evil omen, winking its eyes un-
cissitudes ! [ used to light, and trying to bear itself de-
Think of the mighty empircs which “flantly amid Lhe'glare of the nm.)n-dz.ly sun. of
bave been—their growth, extent, strength k.nnwlcdge which 'scorcbcs i hke.gnn-
decline, and fall, one after ancther. ;\H ning death’s head, lifeless, soulles.?. trylng" to
bearing at ove period, the marks of stability. | cha.tter and mutt,;fr, and peep. L‘lf‘v) maniac
All passed away! ; raving,endeavouring to persuade itself, that

. “again it will enslave the worl] —the world !
1 one had looked upon Tmperial Rome, that pities it, that helps it for its own bad

the day that Christ was born, surveying its ends—that props it up with bayoudts in

vast dominion, estimating its strenoth : . L .
.‘M' 1 L ¢ { T T 2 ¢ Italy, and elzewhere with legislative  provi-
. v iliz r elements of . . .

siches, civilization, and other elements o sion, and laughs in scorn at the miserable
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powa.l, could he have thought it possible, imbecility !
that in the course of 400 or 500 vears, the |
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proud mistress of the woild, with all her; YWho, that may have “a_'k‘”l through
pomp, would be lying ableeding, s} oliated : the streets of London, or Paris, or lwho has
suppliant at the feet of then unknown sa- beard of the extent, power, and influence
vages? and that darkness and Larbuism , Of the great empires, of which they form
would cover her most enliglitened pmvinces,”he C""‘“'es’ COU.H easily ‘h”"k of utter
and even sacred Italy 2 Or could that man | desolation breoding o'er thesite of these
have believed that, in the course of another | €108 3 ut.ter prostration as the doom of
500 years, there would arise a new pow- | theseempires --It may not befor long, long
er in that old Rome, with spiritual pre- | Ages; but the destruction cometh, and no
tensions greater than any authority ever ™Man knows how soon. The end of all
excercised by the Camsa's ; with spiritual "things is at hand, however lengthened that
fulminations as its weapons; with armies, i lefinite period may appear to the percep-

of cowled monks and shaven priests and  Bons of men.
witred bishops, to carry its aggressions into

eveiy land ; with lying promises decoying,

with lying threatenings terrifying, with ly-
iog superstition imposing on the religivue
soutiment of man i-—and, having bound all
in spiritual fetters, receiving a homage
and a tribute which stern o'@ pagan Ronie

wwiat exlorted, aud would have rejected |

Wil seara?

And Time is what it has
been, It passed, and all things withered,
grew old, and died. Tt passes and alk
“things wither and shall die,

Concluded on page 669.
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Humiiiry.—The Christian graces grow
only under the shade of the Cross, and
i Yo oot ol hewa all i buanility.
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