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A D13OUSSION ON OOPYRIGI4T.

A T the conférence of the Boards of
Trade of the Dominion hcd lni

Toronto on june 4. 5 and 6, the question ai
Canadian copyright vas taken up on the
lutI day. Mr. D. E. Thomson introduccd
the folloving resolution front the Toronto
Bloard ai Trade :

Thiat titis confarence respecifuill'. but sironigiy.
larges the Premier of tliis Dominion and lais coi-

Ic'agucs to tlat up witlî the iaw ofl'icers of elle

Crown ln Eaag).and aeli-rgli of CADada Io MAIwV ber
oun laws on the subjest of copyright. wittot
wliicli her riglits as a sel'.governing eoiony are

incomplete.

ln speakiaîg ta bis motion. Mr. Thomson
explaiuaed brlefy the situation in regard ta
copyright. vhlch, b.e said, tias given by the
B. N. A. Act entirely int the junisdiction ai
the Dominion Paru=i«et from wbicb i bad
always been contended thagt w. bad the
same pover as an aller subjecta, that as ta
Say. "ia Our night ta, legie ae vas fot
subject ta the veto paver ofai nlad.
excepit on tble same principle as othégr latts.
The lav officers of England had taken a
differet vlew, and beid that s fer as copy-
right vas concermed the languagie af the
Act mtuet be taken in a resti ted mne.
He sso tipWmoid the amure ai the Berne

Convention anad the copyright lave of the
United Status and Engiand. and staed that
ln order f0 avoid controversy in thte confer.
once the resalution hall bitena confined
strictly to the question whiether Canada
shouid have 'ho rlght to legiuiate for herself,
flot toucblng the question of what ber logis-
lation should b.

Mr. Thomson referred bis buaron to
the pape.' by Sir' John Thornpson tapon the
subject of copyright just biefore hie deati,
whicb, ho said, was one of the abloat Stat.
papiers ever printod.

After readng that no one could daubt
but that Canadiens hart the right ta legis-
W.t for themselvos on this rmittor of copy-
right. There was no milhir logical stand
but that lie should b. allowod ta mauage
our owu international affaire.

J. D. Allant ueconded the motion. He
sald that ta refuse Catiadians the right to
legisiate in copyright waa to introdue a
colonial systent of a very offensive formi.
The prellent conditions ln regard ta copy-
right were intoierable.

Mr. George Robertson, of St. John. N.B..
opposod the resolution on the ground that
it would b. unwise ta, dlsturb the pruset
iaw under which the Canadian author ras-
ce.ved protection for his; work not only la
Canada but in England and a number ai
aller countries.

A number of delegates objected te the
insinuation that the Canadiau Parliament
if granted the right ta leglalate for itself on
matters ai copyright wotald not protect the
rights c;f Canadian authors.

Mr'. Thonmson denied that the Govera-
ment haed the right. staing that for years
ou.' leadlng statesmen had bien ueekdng it.

After sorne furtber discussion the motion
was carried.

MONUMENT FOR PORT M'LAOHLAN

An effort i being made ta collect a
sufficient suni af money ta etnct a suitable
monument over the grave of the laie Poet
McLachian at the Orangeville cemetery.
Atroady nellrly $100g bas bien raisd, but
atlegast s5oo isdesired for the purpose. A
committe., composed of Rev. Dr. Dewant,
Mr'. Bernard McEvoy, Mr. David Boyle.
Dr. Hamilton, Mr'. J. F. McLaughlin, Mr.
W. J. Clark, Mr. E. S. Ciaeil and Cothers,
bas been anganizod ta take the mgatte.' in
hand. It is bopod thon wlU be agenrous
responsce front the Canadien publi. A
complet.t volume af McLacblangs polemis
was publisbed some two or tbrem &* go,
but bas bad only a limated sale-a& sa" by
no meu commensurate wlth its merits
Foets, lbbc prophets, are not averburdenod
wlth hoinor in thoir own country.


