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,heals -with a deposit of scar tissue and great care is ncesary
to pre'vent thp formation of permanent adhesions. Operation is
urged on parents as a radieal means of reinoving perxuaixently,
,at one time, a dangerous infection, and appeals to an instinct
said to be characteristieally Ameriean; but, in ou' -public
practice at least, the pressure for room is so great that these
children are rarely kept ini the hospitai1 more than a day or twvo,
-and sometimnes not at ail. Iii ail the cases permanent sears
ert, left, and in mnany, permanent adhesions of the conjiinctival
folds, in which somnetimnes a wholv row of vesicles develop, so
that it is possible to pick ont the chuldren wvbo have lx-en oper-
eted upon by the charaeteristic éleforinities left behýiind. More-
lover) the operation is not final, for it onlv rernoves the adlenoids
.3vhich are large enough to be caught by the roils anul leave"
~bhind a mais of ininute ,ries which eventuail ' hecune enlarged
in their turn. 1 have seen ohild after child who gave a history
of beinýg operated on everv vear for two or thrve vears, and stili
had a mass of frog spawn granulations. Even after operation,
the child must be siubjccted to about the saine local treatmnent
that would have been curative had the operat ion been omitted.
'There is another fact that is very often lo-,st sight of when con-
-sidering the advisability of operation. These children are in-
variably of the strumnous lyrnphatic, type in which there is a
small percontage of sudden death from anesthesia alone. Ilere
in New York the season for harvesting the annual crop of
adonoidIs is niarked by sorne known and somne suippressed fatali-
tieî from. "status lyîniphaticiis." This is a chance which must
be taken in operations which, are imperative, but it is a most
distressing occurrence whether in publie or private, and when it

occurs ini the performance of a t.rivial operation which might
,have been avoided, it is douhly lamientable.
. I have endeavored to demonstrate to you that. real trachoina
as cornparatively rare in school children, 'but that wvhen present
it is a dangerous infectious disease against. whieh 110 measures

of isolation and. no rigors of treatmnent are too severe. Follicular
ipseudo-trachorna, on the contrary, is very common in school

children, is not contagious, except possibly when complicated


