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to then-onliy thlat ail the operations were primary and proved
stcceftl, (acaept thrio), the etmergencies of the ca-o requir-
ing then to be performed at once-the knife almot following
the ciot. Ail militar- urgeons who have een active ,erviro onl
the field, cau testify thait many operation, have to be performed,
undler emergenaie, that cldrm or never oceur in ci% il practice.
The t-a-adminiietration of ch.,roform in aome cases was due te
the fact that i wa' averse to thte adiinistration of au ame'thIetio
prcviousa to full recovery frion the shoek, oa tL puile, which is
our principal guide in the adminisJration of an:esthetics, is not,
fron the dept-eed condition of the aguiniferoustand nervous
systeto, folingio,- evero gunhitot wounds, in a fit condition to
direct e. in it. u.o. I: unputated in sone cases by tie circular
operation, not fi-m choice exactly, but becaue the instruments
that I happened te have at the time were made exclusively for
the circular operation. I tny hero remark that amotgt the
numeerous cases. that I have had, and that I have seen operatcd
upoo, muy evidence is favorable to tic circular operation in ail
cases where it, is practicable. I will net proetnd te say that it is
the best mode of operating, but certainly less of the soft ktruc-
tures are exposed to the cdge of the Inife, by circular, than by
the flap operation.

Thte question as te the poriod at whici amputations fron
gun.shot wcounds should bo performed, has given rise te much
discusoion amongst surgeons. 1 bolievo that most modern
writers on mnilitary trgety concedo the fact, that where anpu.
tation is inevitablo, liat the best time to operate is after the
ihock te the system htas subsided, the pulo regained its vigor,
and the skin il tnatural warmth. Without potonding ta question
the judgment of elder wrtors on mtilitary surgery, I eau fully
endorsa the opinions of Larry, Gtthrio and ottiers, that "-imary
operations are more tteccsful than secondary onces, and snat the
sooner the operation is performed after the injury, the greaoter
the chances for saving the life of our patient. Take a soldier,
for examplo, whose hand and wrist bave beon tmangied and
crushed by a fragment of sheli, ve wait frot two to threa days
for reaction or recovery frot the ehock-the brilliant oye, the
intense pan, hot skmt, and acceeratea puise ail indicate tbat re-
action has taien place. Wo nocw place him undor the influenca


