16 The Canada Lancet.

to them—only that all the operations were primary and proved
snceessful, (except threo), the emergencies of the cso requi
ing them to be performed at once—tho knife almost following
the shot.  All military surgeons who havo acen active servico on
the field, can testity that many operations have to be performed,
under emergencies, that scldom or nevor wveeur in ¢ivil practice.
Tho re-zadministration ot chinroform in some cases was due to
tho fact that 1 was averse to the administration of an anwsthotio
previous to full recovory from the shock, as tho pulee, which is
our principal guido in the administration of anastheties, ix not,
from the deptessed condition of the zanguiniferons, and nervous
systomy, followiog sovere gun-shot wonnds, in u fit condition to
dircet s in 1t wao. [ amputated in some cases by the cirenlar
operation, not from choico oxactly, but because the instruments
that £ happencd to have at the time wero made oxclusively for
tho circutar operation. I may hero remark that amongst tho
numeroeus cases that Lhave had, and that I have seen operated
upon, my ovidence is favorablo to the circular operation in all
cases where it is practicable. X will not protond to say that it is
tho best mode of operating, but cortainly less of the soft struc-
turex are oxposed to tho edge of tho knifo, by circular, than by
tho flap operation.

Tho question as to tho period at which amputations from
gun-shot wounds should be performed, has given riso to much
discussion amongst surgeons. L beliove that most modern
writors on military surgery concedo the fact, that where ampu.
tation i3 inovitablo, that the best time to operate is after the
shock to tho system has subsided, tho pulse regained its vigor,
and the skin its natural warmth.  Without protending to question
tho judgment of older writers 9o mulitary surgery, I can fully

, ondorse tho opinions of Larry, Guthrio and othors, that -vimary

3 aro more ful than & dary ones, and «nat the
sooner tho operation is performed aftor tho injury, tho groater
tho chances for saving tho lifo of our pationt. Tako a soldier,
for oxamplo, whose hand and wrist bave been mangled and
crushed by a fragment of sholl, wo wait from two to threo days
for reaction or recovory from the shock—the brillinnt oye, tho
intenso pain, hot stun, and accolerated pulse all indicats that re-
action has taken place.  Wo now place him under the influenco




