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normal manner. This seems reasonable, even

TuHE CANAI)A LANCET. though it is not stated that the undue formation

of heat under the pathological process, whatever

& Konthly Journal of Medical and Surgical Science it may be, is checked, by the application of cold
Criticism and News. to the surface of the body. Certain it is, that an

e Communicattons solicited on all Medical and Scientific improved condition of the nervous system follows
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lUI«. 2m Rue Richer. Paris. has not been more universal, is probably due to

the fact that there has been, and is, a prejudice in
TORONTO, OCTOBER, 1888. the uinds of the laity, that cold applied to one

_____ suffering from fever, is a potent factor in the pro-

The LqNCET haS the largest circulation of angy duction of the untoward resuit we are so anxious

Medical Journal in Canada. to obviate. This old landmark which has been

phanded down from generation to generation stil

THE COLD BATH IN FEVERS. holds, and the general practitioner needs a deal of

t courage, who, especially in country practice, will

The use of the cold bath, wet pack, or sponge, order cold baths to be followed out systematically.

in abstracting heat froni the body ia fever, 1s gen- If the patient live, it was in spite of the senseles

erally looked upon as a recent therapeutic measure, treatmenti if he die, the doctor certainly killed

aMd so indeed it is, if we regard the number of cases him by the use of cold. Such would be the almost

80 treated; though the method has been known and unanimous verdict of the laity.

Written about since the heginning of the present Now old landmarks are not to be despised, and

cetury at least. Thus, as early as 1812, typhoid the light of modei investigation shows that the

fever was treated by Récamier, in the Hotel Dieu, cold water treatment is not, to say the least, an

Paris, by the cold bath pure and simple, the pa- unmixed good; albeit, the ignorant opinion of the

tielts being kept from ifteen to twenty minutes- laity m8 entirely groundless from a scientific stand-

two or three times a day- a bath at from 68 point They fear the patient will take cold," a

to 7F. Ail along fro that t e to the present, result not at ail dreaded by the educated physi-

Parihlets and small works have been issued on clan; and yet facts are now known, which go far

the subjet, the whole showing of which seems to toshow that the cold bath treatment is not scin-

be, that the mechanical abstraction of heat is a tifically correct.

very valuable therapeutie procedure in cases of ldwolonged high temperature kils," not, it an

high temperature. In Germany, this n pethod has believed, a l much by the actual presence of in-

been generally adopted for the past fifteen or creased heat itelf, as by the greatly increaed

twenty years. In Engand and America, the cold activity of the phenomena of the vital chemistry,

bath system proper ha not been put into anything upon which this heat depends. If this be true,

like general practice; whiae in France, the hospi- and it seems to have been clearly demonstrated as

tals at Lyons are the only ones where the treat- true, thn the aim should be, not so much to ab-

'ent is carred out as a system. stract heat, as t check its production.

Dr Thomas says, that prolonged high tepper- From aseries of observations made by the French

athire kils" and it han been stated and warmly scientist, Fredericq and Minquand, it has been

beevocated by good men in the profession, that the shown that the application of cold t the surface

wechanical abstraction of heat by cold, gives the l markedly augmenta the absorption of oxygen

Patient, suffering from itense fever a respite, and and production of carbonic acid, and consequently

allows the physiological processes, or at least some the production of heat."

af tcer, to go on for a time in an approxiately This thte., namely, the increase of I to tersti-


