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tion to combat, and it was then that tho idea occurrod to me that
tho tube could not only bo used as a siphon to draw off tho pus, but
algo to run flud wnto theeavity. 1 immedistely tried the oxpori-
mont, a8 dotatled 1 the report, and tho result was most entis-
factory, nlthough appalling at first, for I found most uncxpeot-
cdly that, during tho rix weoks which had clapred sinco tho tubo
had beon insorted, decomposition had gono on to such an oxtont
that threo hours constant work wero required to romove the
horribly putrid matter, but when this was acoomplished, I folt
that I had tho discaso completely under control.

From that u-no I never despaired of ultimato success. My

hak notwithstunding the discovory

afterwards that somo of tho putrid fibrin had cseaped the pro-

vious hings, for a change of position was all that was

quired to romovo it pletely, and I was novor afterwards
troubled with its vecurronco.

I have already occupied s0 much of your valuable spaco,
that T will briofly mootion ouly some of the points which occur
to mo as important, and-which are suggested by my exporionco.
As rogards tho tuke, it should bo as hrgo in diameter as tho
largest canala would permit, so that any fibrinons shreds can pass
through it; of sufficiont firmness that the pressuro of the thoracic
wall would not cowpress it, and vo graduated that no doubt can bo
folt as to tho oxient of its ontrance into tho chest. Its freo ond
should bo secozed by tying with whipcord and doubling down
and tying agan ; and this should always bo done before remov-
ing it from the fluid. As rogards the securing of the tubo: wo
found that tho best plan was to put four strips of adhesive
plaster, about ono inch wide, crosswways on the margins of tho
chest, then to pass twe narrow long strips around tho tube im-
mediately at its oxit, and sccure onc above and tho other below
to the sido; and finally to coil the tubo up aad bind it below tho
claviclo by plasters and tho flannol rellor.

Experionco has proved that it *< not safe to trust meroly-to
tho -vithdrawal of the pus. My pationt was sufferiag frowm con-

, stitational disturbance, caused by the decomposed matter, long
befo. o its exist was 8usy J. 1f tho washing out had been
resorted to at first, this would have been obviated.

With referenco to the use of the carbolic reid, it should bo
borao in mind that all which.is run into the chest does not run




