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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON
MEDICINE FOR' 1881-82.

(Read before the Canada Medical Assoc., June 8, 1882.)
Two events have occurred during the past

year whicb will cause it to lbe long remembered
by the medical world, The first is the meet-
ing of the International Congress in London
last summer, 'and the second-and in many
respects the more iniportant-the recent pub-
lication of the discoveriesin tuberculosis made
by Koch, of Berlin. ¢With regard to the Medi-
cal Congress, little 'will be said more than that
in every respect it was a grand success, worthy
of the city in which it 'was held, and of the'
men who most actively promoted the scheme.
The reports of the Medical Department alone
are altogether too voluminous to be epitomized,
and youT Committee Can onlyr refer the mem-
bers of this Association to the volumes aleady
published, being assured that they will well
repay perusal.

In this paper, however, the reader will
confine himself to the second great event of the
year, viz., Koch's discoveries in tuberculosis,
preferring to trace the progress of our know-
ledge nwith regard o one disease, rather than to,
go over the whole field of medicine. In our
opinion the latter is given so fully in the annual
reports of the ME>CAL JOURNAL as to render
the reit;ration unnecessary.

Tuberculosis is a disease which for many
reasons is well worthy Of our attention. It is
by' fat the most'fatal of ail, not excluding
choiera or plague. From statisties it bas been
shown that one-seventh of the world's mortality
i due to it. Any new light, then; which may
be thrown on its causation or any new points
as to trëatment, are hailed with satisfaction by
the practising physician. %
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He included under the head of tubercle both
the grey miliary bodies and the yellow cheesy
matter, the result of' inflammatory exudation,
thus giving two forme of tubercle, the grey
and the yellow.

Virchow, who commenced his investigations
of the disease in 1850, limited the true tubercle
to the grey miliary bodies, considering the
yellow masses to be simply the result of a
peculiar transformation of an inflammatory
exudation. According to his teaching, in the
earliest stages the tubercle is a small body,
about the size of à, pin's -head, composed of
lymphoid celle in a very fine stroma. This
body:unites with others to form nodules the
size of millet seeds. These latter shortly un-
dergo a" peculiar form of degeneration which he
styled caseation. This process is marked first
by a drying, and afterwards a fatty, change.
This is speedily followed by necrosis and soft-
ening. Other mobid conditions exhibit the
form of degeneration as simple inflammation,
carcinoma, &o. In none, however, does it occur
so conetantly or corne on so early as in tuber-
culosis.

Our present ideas of tubercle do not mate-
rially differ from those of Virchow, except
that in the centre of tubercles large epithe-
lioid celle have been discovered, which -are
called giant -cels. Our knowledge, then, of
the pathological histology of this condition
may be summed up as foilows :-Tubercles are
sinall nodules, the result of an inflammatory
process, which are made ·up of giant celle sur-
rounded-by lymphoid celles contained iu a very
fine stroma. These bodies present the peculiar
characteristic of early caseation. When we
combine the two characteristies, first, that of
possessing giant ceils, and, second, early casea-
tion we have a form "of disease which differs
from any other,, aithoughi-either characteristic
May eown to a e r eé
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