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' Two-events- have occurred during the past
year which will cause it to be long remembered
by the medical world,
ing of the Intsrnational Congress in London
last summer, ‘and ‘the second-—and in - many
respects the more important—the recent plib-
lication of the discoveries in tuberculosis made
by Koch, of Berlin: - “With regard to the Medi-
cal Congress, little will be said more ‘than that
in every respect it was a grand success, worthy
of ‘the city in. which it was beld, and’ of the
men who most actively promoted ‘the scheme,
The reports of the Medical- Department alone.
are al(;ogether too voluminous to be epitomized,
: and your Committee can onlv refer the ‘mem-
bers of this Association to the volumes already
“published, bemg assured thab they w1ll well
“repay perusal. =" -

“In this " paper, however the reader will

confine lumeelf to the second great event of the
~ year, viz., Koch’s discoveries  in tuboxculosxs,
_preferring to trace the - progress “of our know-
ledge with’ regard ‘to.one disease, rather than to
g0 over the’ whole ﬁeld of medicine. In our
- opinion the latter is given'so fully i in the annual
reports of the MEpICAL J OURNAL' us to Lender
* the reitération 1 unnecessa,ry v =

" “Tuberculosis is & disease which for many
rea,sons i well wo;thy of our: attentxon It is
by far the Taost fatal of all, ‘Dot excludmg
‘ «cholera. or- plague From’ ste.txstma it has been.
" shown that oneeeventh of the world’s mortahty
_ i8'due to it .Any new hght, then, wlnch may.
' ‘be thrown on its causatlon, or any mew points
;88 to: treatment are hailed mth sahsfa,etmn l:-y

.-

. fthe prachs ng physman. S

‘The first is the meet-|

‘ emng

He included under the head of tubercle both

| the grey miliary bodies and the yellow cheesy

mabter, the result of mﬁa.mma.tory exudation,
thus giving two forms: of tubercle, bhe grey
and the yellow.

Virchow, who commenced his investigations

.of the disease in 1850, limited the true tubercle

to -the grey miliary bodies, considering the
yellow masses to be-simply the result of a
peculiar t.ransformatlon of an. inflammatory
exudation. Accordmg to his teaching, in the
earliest stages the- tubercle is a small body, .
about the size of 4 pin’s-head, composed of
lymphoid cells in a very .fine stroma - This
body: umtes with others to form nodules the
size of millet seeds. These latter shortly un-
dergo a peculiar form of- degeneraulon which he
styled caseation. This process is marked first’
by a'drying, and afberwards a fatty, change.

This is epeedﬁy followed by necrosis and softsa_
¢ "Qther mobid condlbions ‘exhibit the
form of degenerahon as simple inflammation;
carcinoma, &e. In none, however, does it oceur
80 constantly or come on 80 early a8 in tuber-
culosis.. ‘ ‘ o
- Qur plesent ideas of tubelcle do noh mate-
rially differ from those of Virchow, except
that in the centre of tubercles large epithe-
lioid cells’ have been discovered, which are
called giant- cells.. Our- knowledge, then, of
the pathological lustology of * this condition
may be summed up as follows : .-—Tubercles are
sinall nedules, the: result of an -inflammatory.
process, which are made up of gxant cells.. sur-
rounded- by lymphoid cells contained in'a very
fine stroma. : ‘These bodies present the peculler
charactenstm of early caseation. "When we
combme the two charactemhes, first, that of

v possessmg gla.nt cells and; second early casea-

.tion; we have. a form' ‘of disease - wlnch dtﬁ'ers

1 from any. other, alt ough: either. characbe istic



