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Dr. Morris considered Molesworth's dilator a APPLICATION OF FORCEPS IN HEAD-
most valuable one, but it is not free from ob- LAST PRESENTATION.
jections and imperfections. Having longitudi- BY EUGENE P. M.D.

llavin« Eonatudi P. ERNARDY,
nal folds, and the closed end being unyieldiug, Is there more danger to the cbild in having
the tape wrapping can be so arranged as to th t rte after -coming, head delivered with theforceps
locate exactly the ptendi ower. lu tEs or by powerful traction made upon the body of
case the unwvrapped portion had been pressedtîecid?1 ossenwthcm nseethe child ý Is it consistent with common sense
too far into the ca;vity of the uterus, and had that the siender and delicate neck of a child
exerted its force on the walls of an organ shouldi be pulled and dragged on with such
already undergoing sarcomatous degeneration, pertinacity ? I am certain no child's neck was
and this latter was the real cause of the acci- ever made for such purpose, and I certainly
dent. He preferred air to water as the dis- believe that there is almost in every case some
tending agent. damage done either to the mother or child, in

Dr. Goodell had always felt afraid of Moles- some cases to both.
worth's dilator, and, although possessing one, Prof. Melgs, iu lus excellent work on obstet-
had never used it. He considered that tEe ries, daims the forceps as the child's instru-
sarcomatous degeneration had rendered the rent; and truly it la in head-last presentation.
uterus friable. Probably, in this instance, the I ain certain that by the application of the
bulge of the dilator being partly above the
internal os, the instrument had, from its cone- better chance te the child fer its life, with less
like shape, slipped further in and pressed danger cf inflicting any injury on it or the
against the fundus with a force that the dis- r

eased tissues could not resist. 1 wiîî citu some cases occurring lu my prac-
Dr. Smith disclaimed all intention of speak- t

rics, caims the fetocp as temn child's inu

g againa i the Molesworth dilatern t * e a o
carnnt compare it with Barnes' dilators, because lu looki over te above cases it will ba

the latter are neot applicable te dilatation ef a seen thant three cases were delivered b traction
nou-gravid uterus, ner cf an os iteri long con- four cases deliverd by traction aut forceps,
tracted after the expulsion cf a foetus lu aber- auI five cases delivered by forceps aione. pr
tien. There is not po her enougil the bags ail the cases where the forceps wer applid a
teomake any appreciable impression duri g a once the ckilren were born alive and uninire

length cf time n whi h it would be fasible to n Case VII. the patient was delivere twice
kee r up te use of te dilatr. ue fongnd air once by traction aud forceps, which gave a dea

eutirely hefficieut in dilatng tE e tubes, althogh cild; the second time where the co plication

the syringe was filled several times and its con- were of the most serious character, and wher

tents forced into the tubes. There was danger, the chances for thc child were greatly dm
in case of rupture of the instrument, of air nisbed, by tEe tirely application cf tEe forcep
finding its way into the uterine sinuses. When I was able te deliveria living chilc.
using water the dilation does not begin at the Where traction was reserted te before th
exact point where the wrapping ceases-a application cf tEe forceps, ail dicd. Out e
margin should always be allowed.-Anerican three cases delivered b- traction alone, only on
Joarnal of Opastetrics, April, 18of7. was unfnjured.

Dr. Lett, who leaves for theToronto Lunatic
Asylum, as assistant physician in place of Dr.
Metcalf, has been presented with an address by
the Médical Association of London, expressing
regre at his departure from among them. Dr.
Metcalf takes Dr. Lett's place in London.
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The above record shows most decidedly in
favour of the early application offorceps, for we
have here twelve cases iu all,-five cases deliv-

ered by the!forceps alive and uninjured, while
of the other seven cases we have the history of

only one case uninjured. I may here state that

in nearly all the cases supra-pubic pressure was

employed in conjunction with traction.


