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hopes of educational usefulness, destined for the time to be
disappointed, and the wealthy citizen meditating how best to
disarm the opposition which had so long deprived Lower
Canada of the benefits of education, had much in common.
It seems at least highly probable that Strachan had a large
share in giving to Mr. McGill's wishes the form which they
afterwards assumed, and there are some reasons for believing
that Mr. McGill had hoped that his college might have
attracted to it the abilities of the young teacher who seemed
slighted in Upper Canada. It.is also known that in the first
attempt to organize McGill University, in 1823, Strachan was
invited to a professorship; but the career opening to him in
Upper Canada was already too tempting to permit him to aid
in this way the project of his old friend.

The value of the property bequeathed by Mr. Jas. McGill
was estimated, at the time of his death, at £30,000 ; and it has
since become much greater, owing to the growth of the city.
The sum was not large in comparison with many other educa-
tional bequests; but it would be dHficult to estimate its value
to Canada in general, and to Montreal in particular. Gather-
ing around it the gifts of other liberal men, it has sustained the
McGill University, and carried it on to its present point of
usefulnesa and success as a source of literary and scientific
culture. Hundreds of professional men in all parts of Canada
bear testimony tc, its value; and the city derives from it much
of its higher character as a centre of learning and practical
science. Indirectly, it has benefited the cause of common and
Grammar school education, through the action of the Royal
Institution, through the services of students and graduates as
teachers, and through the McGill Normal school, which,
though supported by Government, would scarcely have been
established but for the influence of the college. Those who
have in these ways received its educational benefits are to be
found in all parts of the country, contributing by superior
skill and intelligence to the common good. If the future may
be anticipated fiom the past, its utility will, in the time to
come, go on increasing and widening, growing with the
growth of our country, and pervading all departments of use-
ful and honorable occupation. The experience of older
nations has shown that such educational endowments survive


