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j'brmrr out the much greater relative frequency of the process in the lower
‘right Iobe " The upper right and both left lobes showed delayed resolu-
tion’ about once in thirty cases but the lower right about twice in thirty
cases. It is difficult to give any explanation of the greater relative fre-
(juency - of delayed resolution in the lower right lobe. The circulation
cannot be regarded as having any influence, and it is difficult to under-
stand why there should be any difference in ferment.action on the two
sides. Thus one patient had involvement of both lower lobes with a
termination by lysis on the eighth day. By the seventeenth:day the left
side had cleared entirely but there was no sign of resolution in the right
side. Tt may be suggested that the anatomical relations may have some
influence, and it would he interesting to determine whether expansion
returns wore rapidly after 1n\olvement of the lower left tha.n of the‘
lower right lobe. : RO h N
Taking the whole question of the otlolog r of dela) ed 1esolut10n 1t w111‘
be noted that the factors often crnen such as advanced age,. .1p1ca1 in-
volvement, cachexia, ete., cannot hie regarded as being important i 111 tlusf
series. Two points stand out—the greater frequency in the colored race, .
‘and when the lung involvement is considered the more marked fre-‘
quency in the lowe1 right lobe. : ‘ Sl
Pathology.—1t is not pr oposed. to discuss thls in any det“ul the most'.‘
important point from -thé clinical -aspect ‘being the character of the
changes which occur and the rapidity: with, wlﬁch they appear. There..
can be no doubt that every day a patient is allowed to go with empyema
or. with an unresolved lung after pneumonia; the crreatex is the dmger
of pexmfment change occurring. Tn the instances of. empyema wluch_
mme to autopsy there was evidence of- marked early change; thus in’, one!
“pahent in whom the pleura was dramed on the tenth day from- ‘the’ onset.
of the pneumonm, death occurted on the twcnt) ~fourth- day from’ strep—
tococeus acptlcuma and the pleura was found to be m:nkcdl\' thickened.
In another patient, in-whom the empyema w as ‘drained on “the twentieth
day, death from myocarditis occurred on the forty-sixth- day and at aun-
topsy the pleura was ever ywhere adhenent with adhesions so firm that
they were separated w ith dlﬁ‘icultv Changes in- the lung ‘may also de-
velop with great rapidity ; thus ini one patient d ying on the twenty-fourth
day from:the onset of the pneumomu there was marked thickening of the
pleura and decided fibroid change in the lung. Turning to delayed re-
solution we find that with this the development of permanexit change
may be very rapid; thus in one patient dying on the twenty-fifth day
with suppurative pericarditis, the pleura was adherent, the’adhesions
showmc marked signs of organization with evidence of fibroid changes



