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for many years with no trouble from constipation, etc. In some of
these cases I had to use the actual cautery to stop the bleeding. I have
cften 'wondered whether the. ﬁllincr of the abdomen with hot salt solu-
tion, where we have considerable raw surface on the intestines, would
rot dilute this lymph which is poured out, and whether when diluted”
sufficiently it would not be absorbed instead of forming the glue which”
is the cause of adhesions. With regard to gauze I have never used it,”
elways holding that it is followed by considerable irritetion.” With
regard to the omentum seemmgly acting. as a policeman, I have been’
surprised at the woy the omentum. wﬂl ﬁnd out trouble which is going-
on in the pentoneal cavity, and’ wall: it oﬁ.’ T have seen it winding
itself about an appendix, or gettmg round a tube which was becoming -
dsngerous, and going up to’ the. upper, part of the abdomen and fasten-
ing itself there. “When I have raw surfaces, ‘such for instance as follow -
the tearing up’ of the uterus where the. tubes and ovaries have been'.
bound down over a large surface m Douglas’ cul-de-sac, I put the omen-
tum over the raw. surface as’ Well as I can and 1t adheres over thrs and
the patients do very well: - L g
W. W. CHIPMAN, MD ——Dr Archlbald has set us: rather an’ 1deal .
in the way of etpenmental work It has been pamstakmg, tho ough‘-.‘
ond scientific. - What' has struck me most is: h1s wise’ and “ges erous uce'_;'
of cantrol ‘experiments.* It i is. these controls Whlch make.' : .' o' of !
c\'penmental work espemally valuable, for “the'’ reason tha the’ eaulfs;f‘,
must be in consequence valid. . .One' pomt I should hke to ask" Dr Ar-“ﬂ[
chibald about is this.-" We. know. ‘that pentoneal adheamns re-form
12pidly after the. abdomen is closed contrguous raw: surfaces becommg
speedily glued together. " This gluemg together is brought about’ by the"
lymph exudate, and. occurs more rap1dly Where this. exudate is‘of lugh :
specific gravity, that is, where 1t contams a great namber, of leuwcytes '
Where the exudate is of lower speerﬁc grav1ty there are fewer leucocytes, -
and accordmgly less fibrin' ferment. " In consequence elottmg, .and thei"
. <=ultant adhesion of surfaces, must - occur ‘much more slowly.- It is.-
fov thig reason, in. order to secure the dilution of this plastic 1ymph te
rake it of lower specrﬁc gravrty, that I have been accustomed to use.
for.the : ‘purpose of preventing the formation of -peritoneal adhesions,
the ordmary normal salt solution.” -I feel ‘that where the pentoneal"
cavity is left filled with tlns solution adhesmns are less likely to reform, '
-and -this" for two reasons. ' The salt solution as am.inert- ‘body holds
apart nerghbourmg raw surfaces, prevents them: falling togéther; and
again it dilutes the plastic lymph which is thrown out and so makes
agglutiniition' and clottmg to occur more slowly. and 1mperfectly I




