MISCELLANEOUS. 91

“ My miotive for laying before you my views cu this suljeet, and preparing the
samples of fibre fur your inspection, is, that T am amious to submit to you, and
through you to the agriculturists and people iu general of this ishul, the desiva-
bility und advuntages in an individuzl and naticnal point of view to be denved
from the adoption and extensive cullivition of fibrous plants,  As I have already
mentioned, the great searcity, exhorbitant priee, 2and wilely- =pr eading demarid for
fibre tiroughout the world, render the materials of which it is mavufactured of
much importance, puticularly in this country, where Lubour is seavce sand dear,
and agriculture at its lowest ¢bb,  Many of these fibves will Le found of supuriur
quality. and produced in greater abundance than any grown in temperate regions.

“1 have made a very moderate caleulation of the produce of an estublished
field with Plauntains, which I find to be as follows :—

An acre planted with suckus, at ten fect apart, will eontain
455 plants, and the first year will produce as muny bunches
of frait worth 6d. .. oo iioiniias oL F101T 6
Bach stew wild yieid 110, of finely-dressed fibre, worth 6d, 10 17 6

Amounting in sterling money in all to, ...£21 15 0

METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS,

The present number contains the Monthly Meicorolegical Repotts for Noveniler
1835, in continuation of the series hitherto published in the Canadian Journaly
and those for December, along with the abstracts of the various obsersations for
the past year would also have been included, but for unavoidible impediments in-
cident to the sturting of the new serics, with a different size of page, which ren-
der the materials formerly used for setting uvp the Monthly Meteorological Regis-
terz of the various Canadian observers no longer available,

The December number of the Journal contaivs three papers on the subject of
Meteorological Obscrvations in Canada, from which it will be seen thataverylittle
time must c’apm before a grealy e\tcndtd stail of vbservers will be iu full opera-
tion throughout all the %uled distriets of Upper Canada; aod the impetus thus
given to such labors in this important departiment of scierce, eannot {4l 1o Le pro-
ductive of valuable results. The ex ample set by the Upycr Provinee, willy it
may be confidently anticipated, stimulate those at the hewd of the ~u-:xmﬁc and
cducational institations througheut Buitish North Ameriea lo follow its exampie, and
thas contribute some of the links in the great chain of philosop rescarches in
Piiysical Geography and Maguetism, now embiacig so \\u,-“) extended an area
of the clobe.

Already symptoms of an intelligent and increasing interest in this subject are
apparent. Professor Williamson, of the University “of Queen's College, Kingston,
hasintimated to the editor his intention of enlisting s one of the centrivniors to
this bianch of sciewtific observation, wnd fury Hl.mv to the Canadian Journal
monthly tables from Kingston, corresponding with those ahieady due to the Mete-
orolozical and Magnetic “observations made at the Provineis i1 Observatory of To-
ronto University, und to theindefatigable tabors of Dr. Sanallwood, at St. \Luun s,
Isle Jesug, Capt. Noble, anua Mr. W, . C. Campbell, at Quebee, and Dr. Craigie, at
Hamilton, It has been resolved by the Canaldian Institute, after mature de »xbela—
tion, that its duties in relation to this department of science shall he stietly lim-
ited to publishing the obscrvations supplwd Ly the virions scientific laborers
throughout the Provinee: bnt even this, it is obivious, must speediiy become buth
an oncrous and very responsible duiy, as the stations muliiply throngh tie Pio-
vinee, and the number of volunteer obscrvers increase.  Meannhile the wark
not i:.compmblc with the general features of thiz Journal bt the period is probas
bly not far distant when the Institate may find it advisable 1o pubiish in w distines
aud independent form the Metecrological and Magnetic Journal of Diitish North
Auncrica,




