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Tho chief point of interest in this case is the Iuminosity of a La?-tc.
Evcryone ini this country is well acquainted with the Iighit-giving powers or
our conimon winged " Fire-lies" and Most of us have se epecimens of the
l'èmale apterous " Glow-worin" found in England; but that a larva should
possess this singular property is a novelty to us aIl. On looking up varions
authorities I find that Westwood mentions that the Males, pupoe, Iarvoe, and
even the cggs of the English Glow-worm. aie al.igltly luminouis; and Kirby
and Spence refer to a few similar instances. The ]ast mentioned authorii
(Letter xxv.) also give an accounit of the varloui .'iicorie.3 respecting the origin
of this Iight, to wvhich we wouId refer our readers. Professor Croft, who
examined iny specimen at London, bias since 'writteu to nie us follows -
" Burmeister found the larva of Lampzlyris spiencdida phosporescent-he
does flot say how. Treviranus scoms te have found that, the light-giving
substance (whatever it is) is ditiused throughout the whole body of the inseet,
and that the appearance of the liglit in the thorax of Elceter noctiliucus, and
in the abdomen of the different species of Lampj.yîris is due to thtese .speciat

or.osbeing, composed of a fatty Inattér which allows the light t, Pass
through. It is gcnerally beIieved that the Iight-giving substance is Phosphorus
or some compound thereof, the Iight being caused by the air supplied by the
breathing apparatus. Now, if -we allow this to bc truc, i.c, that the whole of
the body of the insect becoinles luilinous under peculiar conditions, thon, as
your larva was comiposed of darIc browni segmpents separatcd by ligliter par-
titionis, whieh apparently cxpandcd as the hcart nioved, we eau account for
the very beautiful appearance it cxhibited-the liglit shining through the
paler or fatty-eovered portions. It xaiay pcrhaps bo the larva of a Lamp»yri."

Should any of our readers have met with similar Iarviie, or be able to afford
us any information on this. interesting sujecet, 'we shall be very glad indeed
te hear fromt thein.
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DY W. SAUXDERS, LONDON, ONTAIO.

On the inorning of the 12tl1 May, while rambling about on the edge of a
wvood near London, I happened to observe some chips from, a newly folled
troc strewing the ground. While turning thcm over in seareh of insects, the.
aight of an objeet I Lad neyer seen before excited my curiosity. It 'W'as the
full grown larva of a butterfiy-a .Polyom2natus or tecla-1 was not sure
-whicb. It Lad just stretched a silken thread aeross its body te aid in secuting
it te th 9 spot selected in wbich to pass th cerysalis stagte oft Us existence.


