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111)01 every deliîîeatioxî of character,
evcry graphically described event,
every description of forest, moountain
or glexi.

His abiiity to directly interest the
reacler, to briing forward1 his charac-
bers witi ail expeditioxi and yeb wvith
niaturaliiess, is %vorthy of a drainaCst.
Iliite o)eiiiig chapter of Black Rock
we are ilitroduced to the chief actors
lu thie story-wvithi the exception of
!.rs. Mavor, " tie niuier's, guardiau
aîîigel" -aiid to inxaim of the iess prom1i-
lient characters as well. Ili a few
i)rief, teliixg sentences the iiiissioxxary
of Black Rock is set before uis. "I
liked Mr. Craîg froin fixe first. He
lhad good eyes tixat looked straighit
out at von, a cleaxi-cut strong face
îi'ell set on luis shoulders, axîd alto-
Ïgethier an up-staliding inanly bearixîg.'
About this central character we set the
figures of various -red-shirted shianty-
imeix' -* Oid mil Nelsoiî,'' a crack
shiot witiî pistol axîd rifle, a rougli,
hiardenied, hiopeless mil wvit1x a desper-
ate record, but even ino% showing
gleanis of a reviviug nianliood thiat
are to be faiiined inito flaines b)v the
stil-lixg practical pîety, the Christ-
likeniess of the iiiiiister ; 'big Saxxdy
M' Naughitoni, a Canadian Highilander
froxni Glelngarry. " ''Baptiste, a wviry
lit tic Frelicli Caxiadian, Sandv 's sworni
aill aiid devoted admirer; '' 'Blaney,
a g(Od-iiaitured jovial Irisinuan; '' and

Keefe, a black-browed, viliainous
fellow-couibryniax of Blaliey's.
Herc are the " two brothers Camupbell
just out fron Argyll, tvpical Higlx-
lanciers: Lachilali, (lark, silent, inelani-
cliolv, %viti thie face of a inystic, and
Angus, red-haî red, quick, impulsive,
and devoted to bis brother, a devotion
lie tiiouglit proper to cover limder
bitiig s-arcastie speechi.'

As mxie %would naturally infer, Ralph
Colixior's,. 1ooks treat iargely of mcxi.
Black Rock xîîay be said to contaixi
oiiiv mie wolxxaxx. So too Sky Pilot.
Ili - The Maxii froîin Gleiigarry,'' now
comîing out ais a serial, thiere are
several wvoîncî characters. But liere,

ais ixx tue tîvo former books, oneQ stanîds
far iii advance of all bbe rest. Mrs.
Murray, tue(- xiniister's wife, froxîx
w~honx Raixald, the ixero of the stor3',
gets luis ixnspirationi Io do aîxd Io be, is
just axiother Mrs. Mavor, sucli a
wvonhai too as Gw'cn wvoîld liave becomîxe
- fearicss littie Gwveil withi lier ''cani-
yoîî flowers.'' As it would be liard to
imagine a no01)er specimien of inanhood
bixaxi tuie i(leal prescnted to lis iii Mr.
Cxaig or "lie Sky Pilot or The Mai
froîin Glexîgarry, .so, it woul(1 be
impossible to surpass Ralpx Connor's
ideai woian. Higl-uxixxdcd, fearlcss,
comxsciextiotxs, possessiixg a bcauty of
soîxi, tîxat ixîcaxs far more tixan beauty
of fori or feabure, thxougli tîxese are
lîob discardeci, oxîlv second ixi ixterest
anid attractivexess to the ruiliixg char-
actex iii tue story, suie exercises au
inifluexice scarceiy less potexît.

Iii power of vivid nxarratioxn no less
tiaxi of successfull deliîxeatioxi of char-
acter, Ralpx Coxîxor excels. Evexts,
stanxd ont before us wîti startliing dis-
tinctniess. Nunerous quotabioxîs uxiglit
i)e citedI-Gwexi's savixig of Imîdiaxu Joe
at the risk of lier owx life, tue Leaguc's
Revexîge, wviex Graeme, Coxîxor axîd tuie
faitlifuil few spoilcd tue despoiler, and
ie four-liorse race, wlxich you are to

have the l)leaslire of hiearixîg read tixis
afternioox.

Aliothier source of attractioxi iii otr
auîthor's works- and a very fruitfui
sotirce it is-lies ixx Iis accurate obser-
vatioxn axxd syxipathetie portrayal of
bue varyilig aspects of nature. Thie
descriptioni of tue Footixilis iii - Sky
Pilot" is justly faxîxous. He possesses
tue truc l)oebic gift: niot oxxly does lie
see more thax the average mnortal, but
lie ks aiso, capable of puttilîg wliat hie
seus iiîbo N'ords aîîd so cîmables us to se
it too. His clearxxess ixx descriptioxi is
Nvell exexnplifled by the following
-''ie xiouxitaixis rose graxxdlY oxi every

sîde, tiirow ng, up their great peaks
ixîto bue sky. The clearixxg in wvhich
tlit: camxp stood wvas hiewn out of a
linige pixie forest tllat filled tîxe valicy
andc clixxxbed hialf-way up the iiiountaimî-


