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Let us still hope that miany years of good service in another Church and
country may be given to one whonî we can iii afford to lose.

This Departaient struck a mine in the May issue. ihe proposai to
establish a magazine on a wider basis than the -MorNTIx seemns to be
attracting considerable attention. Letters have been received froni quite
a nuruber of old friends of the MoN £HLV, ai] expressing great satisfaction
'with the progress and present position of this humble vùnture. Whate-v-:Â
the fî'ture may bring to us : one thing is certain, the 'MoNIIuL has been
more sympathetically received and more widely read througliout the
country during the past year than ever before. Not because it is any
better as a magazine, but because it honestly tries tu supply a long feit
want. The hearty words of sonme wvhose words arc usually few but full of
meaning have done much to encourage us in tic midst of what one
correspondent calis "'carping critîcism."

Elsewhiere in this nuniber letters fromn two old editors of the MONTHLY
are publiied. floth of thiese gentlemen have had niuch to do with the
magazine froin the beg*ining. One of tlîem, if we mistake flot, prepared
the "lProspectus " for the first nunibcr, the substance of wvhich is given in
one of the letters. He and those who were associated with him are in
the best position to know what objects the pronîoters of the MýoN''ILY liad
in view. The present editor knew nothing of thc work in those early days,
and so wouild flot bu so cocksure. It is just possible that they 'tdipt into
the future" far enouglh to sec, wvhat the proinoters of sinjilar enterprises
had not seen, that "'a littie coilege organ " would flot be creditable to
themselves or acceptable to thleir constituency. They ainied at the sky,
perhaps, and although tlîey did flot score, thicy blhot higher than those
Nvhose target Nvas blackened by the powder.

This I)epanîent îvould prefer if these letters hiad becti sent to the
paper publishing the article refcrred to. No injustice, is donc, hlowevcr,
except to the MONTHLY, inasinuch as readers of thiese 'letters have aiready
seen the Il Knoxonian " criticism, while miany readers of that article know
nothing about the MXONTHLY cxcept froin its critic'. statenients. But its
critic nîcant no harm. He mieant to be fair-and funny. But his habit
of hard hitting was, perhaps, too strong. H1e failed to distinguisii betwecn
the real and hypothetical, and feit as free to drive his knife to the hlIt into
the throbhing heart of the human, as into the pulseless creatures callcd up)
from the Ilvasty deep " of his own imagination, and made to pass in grim
procession round and round his study table, g-hostiy, grunîpy, feckless
feîlows, born to give the satirist sonie sport and warn aI11 mortal sinners of
their doom.

.We feel better now. Having found our wvay out of that last tortuous
sentence wc are ready to strike hands with Il Knoxonian " or any one eIsc
and shout, "1We'rc ail such jolly good fellows." But, scriously, we would
like to calmi those good souls that are niuch exercised over the oracular
utterances of the MONT1I.Y'S critics. We' ail speak unadvisedly with o.ur
lip)s at tinies, flewsl)apcr mcen oftener than otiier pecople, perlîaps. Il Kniox-
onlian " is flot a sinner above -.Il tic rest of bis craft. None of us cati
dcny tie soft inmpeachment-atîough sortie have not grace enough to
confess it.
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