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H-E RBERI SPENCERS DEFINITION OF LIFE.

Tf'0 define life, or to state clearly whierein it consists, has
J.ahvays been fouind an ex-ýceedingcly dificuit task. Science

and philosophy hiave both attempted to solve the probletu as to
whiat life rcally is, and Both hlave foundi thecir resources txdto
the utterniost in the atteinpt. Philosophy, following the specu-
lative pathway, lias, generally been incliried ta posit sone kind
of an entity with which life niust bc connectcd, if flot identificd.
Thougli Lhiere are elenients of truth ini this vicw on metaphysical
gyroulids, yet the abuse or the doctrine of occuit qualities in
icholastic philosophy lias brougTht it into disrepute in m )dern
tiines. 'Sine On the othecr hiand, takzing the definite line of
observation and expcrimcent, and finding thereby nothing more
ini vital phienomneia of ail kinds than a certain physical structure
and dcfinite chemiical forces, has bcen, perhiaps, too ready to
concludc thiat thcrc is nothingy more iiivolvcd ini thcse phcnomnela
thian this structure and these forces. Both science and philosophy
hlavc doubtles;s soincthing to, say in solving the problcm. If we
rcly on onîe only wvc nuay be ]cd ta crroncous or onc-sidcd con-
clusions. Thus11, ai purcly z;peculative study nmay commit us ta 'a
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