
CASTE WOMEN 0P INDIA.[erur

lous to see, and ne women in the world exercise greater power. Porbaps
you will ho startled if I say that they liold the destiny of their country
more completely in tlîuir bands than the women of any ether land ; that
they are tà - rnling power in India, aithougli this power is cxercised se
quietly and out of sighit. Rcpressed pover is always the most dangorous.
Women in Christian lands can participate in almost cvery amusement and
every privilege open to the other sex, can have their women's aid societies in
every philanthropie measure of the day ; and perhaps this very widening
of lier influence diverts time and thought from father and brother, husband
and child. Certainly it givcs us community of thouglit and action.
Women are as much cecvated by the montai and moral culture of the day
as men are.

In India it is not se ; ail tho influx of civilization and religious lilit
from the :New World lias fallen on the mon alone. It lias liad no means
of reaching the hidden retreats wliere the wiomen dwell. The only rays
of liglit that have penetrated there have been carried by tho mnissionary
women, sadly few in number, wlio have bcen able te reacli tlieir sisters in
their seclusion, and tell from bouse to bouse the story of the cross. I believe
this, above cvery other reason, is the cause of the sliglit lîold Christianity
lias taken of the caste people of India. A caste ivoman lias not even bier
father or brother to care for ; she ivas separated from. them in early child-
hood. lier wvliolo life has but one vent, onc direction in wliich, to grow,
and ttiat is out tbrough lier liusband and lier sons te the -world boyond.
To kcop lier liusband and ber sons loyal te lier is lier one ambition, and
thero is nothing tee hard uer too high for lier in lier endeavor aftcr it.
Thousands fail aud yot miany succeed ; and -%hen one fails it is gencrally
because another wvoman lias usurped the place. There is somiething very
suggestive in the fact that the niost beautiful andi renowned building nIl

Iadis (the Taj Malial) wvas bulit as the tribute of & devoted busband te lis
queen.

Again, evcry flindu womnan is bound te i<eep lier busbaud and sons iu
the good old paths after the strictest seet of Hinduismn. Slie generally
r-ares far more fer religion thani ler husband does-she is, if you pleae,
more sýuperstitions,ý. *Woe te the man iwbo is recreant t, lier faith ! is
ýwi-fc may not say mnucli, but bis mother -%vill ; there is neither peace nor
rest for blim lienceforward.

Mhon you urge a I-linlu. to give bis reason for net sccepting the Christ
of wliose dlaims lie is intellectually convinced, lie wilI be slow te give it ;
but it is alminst invariably one of tlîree resns :" I cannot break my
poor old mother's Iîeart.-"' "1 am afraid of iny mother's ourse?' " I cau-
net give up my wvife sud chldIrei." Il i8 a iwoian's inftuence tlwt koldt
Ilim back.

Mauy of these men love their wives and clîildren-more, perhiaps, love
the tssty breakfasts and savory dinners that ne one else Nvill take the
trouble to cook for thern. For one reason or auother, ail find it incen-
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