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Conservatives; and yet, on no other theory
ivili tlîis taunt, or îvhatever else it may be
called, bear a moment's examiination. That
something of the kind was attemi5ted at
Truro, at the Reform pic-nic, is evident
from the ' vociférous arid thundering No P'
of which the Opposition journals exultingly
speak. That, however, may be a piece of
charactcristic party exaggeration at the ex-
penise of the party's good nane ; if they did
not approve of the Prem-ier's policy the
recalcitrants should have stayed at home
or preserved silence. The pic-nie was a
party, flot a public, demonstration.

But it is further alleged that both in
Prince Edward Island and Nova Scotia
these meetings wvere a failure. People are
s0 used to the party colouring given to
inatters of this sort by both sides, that this
might be uncredited if it merely rested on
the ex parte statements of the Opposition
press. But there is further evidence which,
although of a negative character, is cer-
tainly corroborative:- we refer ta the very
cursorv refcrences to MNr. M~ackenzie's ex-
cursion in the Government papers. After
the flrst telegrams announcing the Premier's
progress, littie or nothing more wvas said
about it; nor have they ventured to deny the
substantial truth of their opponents' state-
ments. It may be taken for granted, there-
fore, that thiese statements are, in the main,
correct. Nor is it surprising ihiat this should
have been the case. The Dominion is just
noîv in the enjoynient of p'olitical repose ;
there is a grateful lui, îvhici hias not yet
teen disturbed in the older Provinces, and
Nvill remain unbroken until the new series of
Conser-vative pic-flics begins.- Even the
party journals hiave the good taste ta, give
polluecs a w'ide berth almost wholly. The
Labour and Protection questions, the Dun-
kin Act, and the interminable Orange ques-
tion, fumnish the staple productions of the
editoriai pen at present. There is no reason
ta suppose that the truce hias flot extended
ta the Maritime Provinces. lndeed, for
some time past, Dominion politics have at-
tracted littie attention amnrgst thein, as
compared ivith local questions îvhich touch
theni more nearly. The coal and flshery
interests alone are matters of Dominion
concern; on the first, parties are divided,
and the other is being attended ta or the
r--verse by the Commission. In the next
place, there can bc littie doubt that the

groving disgust for party squabbles lias ex-
tended ta, the people ôn the sea-board.
They have discovered, and are beginning
to complain, as the people of Ontario do,
that their material interests are made
the shuttlecock of party, and, if they
are flot neglected altogether, serve only
ta, amuse our public men, îvhen they
are flot abusing one ano,,.her, and
heaping scandai upon scandai. On the
whole it appears ta us that the supineness
of the Lowver Province people is no proof of
Mr. Maekenzie's unpopularity ; but simoly
seasonable, and an evidence of their good
sense. It is said that Sir John Mnacdonald
and Dr. Tupper would have met with a
different reception. It may be sa, though
we doubt it; and it must flot be forgotten
that Dr. Tupper is upon bis 'native heath'
there, and Sir John-s popularity might get
him. a crowd, if hie visited the chief cities
and ventured ta breathe thec stiflingr and
sudorificatniosphere of closely-packed halls.
Bath lie and the Premier were far too wise ta
make that experiment in the middle of
August. The game of politics is flot worth
so great a sacrifice ait their hands, when
they need rest and recuperation.

There is a dawn of hope for Dominion
polities in the rumoured return ta public
lire of the Hon. Mr. Tilley and Sir Alex-
ander Gaît. The Lieu tenan t-G overnor of
Neiv Brunswvick bears an honorable re-
putation for ability and probity, and hie lias
been ont of Parliamnent during its worst
period. Bringing îvith him some of the
dignity and judicial impartiality acquired
in bis high office, lie is not likely ta be a
strorig party man, and hie is sure not ta be
a violent or unscrupulous one. From Sir
Alexander Gaît ive have a right ta, expect
even more than tlîis. Independent in spirit
and opinion, hie has been forced out of
alliance with one part>', without taking
refugre in another. H-e is a warmi friend of
National interests, and wvhen the>' are
advocated b>' him on thc floor of Parlia-
ment, they ivili cease ta be the plaything of
part>' and stand hionestly and squarely upon
their mierits. The financial. and political
knowledge and experience hie will bring
with him cannot faul ta be of sterling value,
and his genial temper mnust go far ta in-

prove and elevate thewiretched tone at
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