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'Vagrany-Its Causes and Cure.
Wýebster, defines vagrancy tû l)e cca state of %wandler-ing P

Witbout a settled home."1 As the terni iq generally applied ti

it'ncluades the idea of rnendicancy, or at least living w Ïthout

eny definite means of support, except by chance or beggarya

nt thie very. Considerable attention bias recently beeri given i
t h le subject. We do not well see how that cati be avoidedc
frthe fadt is forcing itself before the public, thiat vagran cy

end the darigerous classes ire multiplying fast. Dr. Nelson)s h
a

kePOrt and that of Captain McGrath belore alluded to, dle-
t'n'olstrate that there are vast numbers of persans, old and

YauIng, maland female, who are 9 witho--t'a settled home"

îlPnyerished and miserable. 'We refer not only to Mon-
treel and Quebec, the chief places in Lower Canada, but to

t.Principal rities, and fowns of Upper Canada. WTe know

Solnthing of Bytown, Kingston, Toronto, Hamnilton, Brant-

lord and many other placEs, and thev are aIl proportionately
in flearly the same condition. XVe suppose there is no wishi

to deny the ladt, or ta diminishi its painful aspects. It affects

tI3 "Il.' As in the human body, if one inember suifer, the
'whoî 5 suffers with it, so in the body juolitic, if one class be
diseaged, anid vagrancy ahounds, the whole body mnust feel

1tore or less the disastrous effests.

"ài Considerng the causes of criminal vagrancy, we May

YO<rselves open Io the charge of riding "ait hohbb," as

the vulgar sayirig goes. But we tespectfully ask lteé mod-

ftte drinker and 'the opponents of prohibitory legislation,

hoVthey accounit for criminal vagrancy. Admitting that a

pe' f il arises from mifortune, a large part could not thit, 5
baccounted for, except aIl outward ýevil is simply a mis-

tortulle. It is recommerided by some, the Montreal Gazette,

lur iristance-t..hat we ought to have Houises of Iridustry-

AlYItîms for the poor,-and Houses of Refuge f'or destitute

ehildreni. Perhaps then il is a proper iuîference that in the

oltiiori of those who advocate tîme establishment of these
botuses,) the wvant of tbem is a cause of v9grancy. Weil

liethall il is bo sorne extent, but we must surely look else-

%'here for primary causes. Take twenty boys and ari equal
niltber of girls, who may as vagrants be- -or pilier in any

Claintowri or city. Enquire diligeritly iiito the moral

and industrial habits of their parents, and il will be found ila
~Ilo&t cases that they are Intemperate and profligate, if liv-

in)and if these be dead, and tlie children orphans, ther,

%ai1ft in most cases, liquor killed t hem. Yes! they were

th03. Were murdercd by the traffic -ln intoxicating drinks. lin

thsCountry, dlrinking*habits produce the same effeets as in

the ITiother country. There we have much more and better

8tistical infor-riation than hiere. The Chaplaiti's et the

Prisons prepare quarterly Reports very carefully dtawn tip.

'reEditor ofithe &4 JVee7dy Ne'ws and Chr-onicle" says he

he8tad ci many of these documents. Speakirig of childreri

"~d Younig people imptisoned for crime and vagrancy he
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"The se notingbefoe tem bt butaity,'drunkenness,
iaiellngan vie, n mnyof ts ort phases in their
~'nhoms ;thir arets egectthe, et them the worst
camlenndoftn cmpe thm, y ii reatment, to com-

enve a life ot tieving and ying Ar vhiei the children
ve day after day for successive years in the abodes of filtb,
nd drunkenness, and idleness, and vice, what cari be ex-
ected but that they wiIl be pests to society and a burden to
le couintry ?
Front the Report of the ('haplain at lulI, lthe 94 News

nd Chronicle " inakes a few extracts, soute of ýwhich

îay be appiropriately <1uoted here. They are remarks on

ases of .1uventle crime occurring in the last quarter of 1852.

cg R.' K., 14 ; father always <rinking : k muck neglected
'y hi m ; is driven awvay by him frorn the house, and abused,
nrd called a thief; wvent to St. Ji's School a year or two ago,
nd cari read ; nyes nowhere now on Sundays.

"é W. S., 12, lives with parents ini the towri; father is a
umnper ; has no employinent : faiher gels drunk anid abuses
mother, arnd will not Jet hirn corne home at nights ; sleeps
mnit where be can ; lias no knowledge of religion.

"cMary Arin E. is a young prostitute, only 16 years of
acre ; parents live ini Leeds ; otten gets drunk with young
girls like het self, aiid e kicks up a row ;' did flot knowv the
moan she is chargeul with robbiini ; cannot read.

"éJames R. is 10 years of age ; lias two brothers ; step-
mother bas four cbildren ; faUtier is a coachmaker, and is al-
ways dr-inking, and does tiot send him to school ; lives in a
yard in W. street ; expects to be shipped hefore he goes eut;
goes sometimes to the Roman Catholie Chapel."1

We add one other case.

<'XV. C., 16, lives with father lit Lincoln ; father is a la-
bourer, and gels drunk once or twice every week ; mother
very porur, and family lit greât distress ; four childreri besides
himsel I; canruot read ; cannot repeat the Lord's Prayer;
neyer goes to church or- chape]l; spends Suridays ini a neigh-
bour's bouse, oi in the streets or fields with other lads."e

It is perfectly clear thetn that parental intemperarice led

these poor children to vagrancy anid crime, andl Mr. McGrath

says the increase of arrests.in Montreal is rnostly 49 for intox-

ication, or otbences resulting theretrom."l How can it be

otherwise with aur alrnost couritless grog shops and mon-

strous distilleries. The Alantr-eal Gazette recently publish-

ed the statistics oU aur impoits by the Port of Montreal du-

ring 1852. Let us look at this table of figures and facts,

with reference to the 1liquor business. 0f Brandy there were

imported 101,702 gallons, of Gin 56,639 gallons, of Rumn

16,249 gallons, and of XVhi3ky '29,0-27 gallons. 0f the do-

mestic or home manufacture of' Whiskey we have no recent

statistics, but it is enormous. Who are the consumners of

these vile compounds and distiiled poisons ? We fear many

rich and respectable people take a share anid înay become

vagrants thpreby, but we know the present race of vagrants

have become sucb by iritemperarice, anid the hosts of poor,

miserable, uneducated and ill-clad children are brouglit to

their sad plight hy the saine sickening- cause. They are

generally speakirig the innocent victims of a pernicious sys-

temr, which wbile it legalizes the sale of liquor, produces its

coristantly incrensing- fruit, of criminal, dangerous, and va-

grant persons. Will auy sarie man-wvill any rational edi-

tor deny tbis ? Surely riot ! It is patent to every mari bav-

irig the Iight of bis eyes, that the present license system is

pre-emiriettly the cause of vagraricy.


