The Principles of Christian Giving.

friving, in the broad sense of the term,
i, cortainly, one of the most important
of all relgnous duties. It squarely anta-
rgomizes that native seltishness w{\ich is
one of the roots of sin. 1t severely tests
the religious man's love of his neighbor,
tosee whether this can overcomne the in-
tense watwad love of property. Aceord-
myly, we are not sarpmsed at John the
thptist's answer to the multitudes, when
they acked @ What, then, must we do !
His sulsequent replies to publicans and
sobbers are sharply specitic, and help us
t) understand that the first reply to the
multitudes is also intended to be specitic,
He daes not undertake to state all the
duties which will give proof of repentance,
but to present one that forms a character-
istic and discriminating test © ¢ He that
hath two coats, let T anpart to him that
hath none ;and hie that hath fowd, let him
G dikewise.”™  (Luke dii.)  To give to the
needy, even when only a little less needy
ourselves, is an elementary daty of piety,
a'nl o sharp test of its reality.

The Ol Testmment, which generally
deals in rules, being therein suited to the
childhoad and youth of humanity, Iaid
down a definite rule for religious giving -
nanely, the law of the tenth.  The New
Testament, designed to produce and wmain-
Guin Christian maturity, does not present
any particalar rule for giving, but lays
down general principles, illustrated by
striking examples.

A uneét instructive example of Christian
giving is afforded by the grand contribu-
ten which Paul gathered among the
Gentile churches for the relief of the
Christian poor at Jerusalem, as deseribed
in his Epistles to the Corinthians. The
dewish poor in the Holy City often re-
ceived contributions from their progperous
brethren,  Let us select some of the les
s-ns which may be learned from this great
collection ;

L Itis right to give for the benefit of

persons in foreign countries and of alien

race.  Christianity has so far softened the
Jvalousics of nationality and race, that the
dury of disregarding these in Christian
giving has fortunately become a common.
piace of our teaching, though it still needs
to be often and earnestly enforced.

2o It is right for the most mealous
preachers of the Gospel to spend mnch
tinae and lalawr in organizing aud adwinis-
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tering  general  religious  contributiens.
They vught to have helperns, as the apogtles
wished the seven to help them (Acte'wi.),
and ag Paul was aided by Titus, Timotl
und others. But Paul did not think
incompatible with his own zeal as »
prescher to work personally in gatherin
mich a collection, and to make speci
instruction and appeal us to giving a p
of his inspired epistles.

3. 1t is right to observe aystem in relighk
ous giving,  System is necessary in everg
other depurtinent of life, in business, §
the household, in study. iu all persor
habits ; and it certainly ought to be fullly
employed in a atter  so important 8
giving.  Pual designated a system for the'
churches in Galatin and Achaia in regard
to this great collection, which system be-
comes a vaduable example for all times and
undertakings.  He did not say, as is often
imagined, that a collection must be made
in the church service on the first day of
the week, bt (1 Cor, xvi. 2) that ** every
one must lay by him in store,” which
evidently means at home ; thus cach one
i should gradually gather a private fund
!from these weekly additions, and would
s have it ready when the apostle carce.  To
[ regard this as a Jaw for litersl observance
| among Christians of all ages, would be out
of the question ; and, as a law, it would
not be strictly obeyed by weekly contribu-
tions in church ; but it is a most suggestive
and impressive example of systematic
giving on the first day of the week.— Rer,
J. A0 Broadus, D, D,

Bitter Wonrds.

A single word may disquiet an entire
family for a whole day. One surly glance
casts a gloom over the household, while a
sile, like a gleam of sunshine, may jight
up the darkest and weariest how
unexpected flowers which spring
our path, full of freshness, f
beauty, 8o kind werds and gentle
sweet dispositions make glad th
spot called home. No matter how
the abade, if it be sweetened wi
ness and smiles, the heart will tu
ingly towands it from all the tumults of
the world : and home, if it be ever so
homely, will be the dearest spot beneath
the circuit of the sun. '

Do not wait till you be holy ere ydg cast
your confidence on the'.Savicur § but cast
vour coufidence cn him now, and you shall
be made holy.
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