The September Crop Report,

Somo notablo revislong of cvop esti-
mates wero made necessary as 8 res
sult of the pu.lication of the Septem-
ber returns of crops by the Unlited
States department of agriculture, and
nedrly nll of thede revislons were in
the nature of reductions of carller es-
timates. The rcdaction of the wheat
ostimuate was o trifiing one, made nec-
ogsary by uafavorable harvesting
woather In the northwoest, whilo the
decrease of the corn yleld was fore-
shadowed by the hot, dry weather ree
ported in the heavy-producing stateg
during August. The probable producs
tlon of oats also shrunk quite con-
slderably, but even with these reduce
tinns the indlcated ylelds of the lead-
ing cercals will prove to be lberal,
that of wheat being an average, while
that of corn and- oats will vary little
from o year ago, and will, In fact,
exceed all but the most iberal har.
vests of past years. The reduction in
cotton condition =3 a result of Auge
»et weather was, however, n serious
one, and has found some reflection in
an excited market at advancing prices,
though the critical position of im-
medlate supplles has been aad  will
contlnue to be a source of strength,
It will, of cdurse, be remembered that
this report was made up previous to
the arrival of the late disastrous cy-
clone 4n Texas, in which atate vondl-
tlons were the most promising of any
part of the cotton belt. The following
table shows the condition of leading
crops, a3 shown by percentages, on
September 1 and August 1 this year

and Sept~mber 1 a year ago:
Sept. 1, Aug. 1, Sept. 1, “Ten-

Too." Subo.” 18

1509, year

AVZ.

Corn. ... .. ....80.0 876 .S 81T
Wheat .. ... YIX1] 709 80y
Oats .. .. ... .0 83.0 790 708
Barley . v 7.6 867 880
ye oo oo > 8§20 865
Buckwheat 80.7 870 952 883
Potatoes . 0.0 2 SBd T
Cottont .. .. ....08.2 700 685 766

Based upon. the above averages, It
will. be scen thero was a notable de-
cline in August of corn, oats, barley,
buckwheat, potatoes and cotton. Com-
pared “with a year ago, it will be seen,
wheat is about 1point lower and cot-
ton is a tritle lower. Corn is 1,6 polnts
oft, barley {s 16 points off and pota-
toes 6 points. lower. Qats are - points,
rye. 2 points and buckwheat 5.5 points
up. Reduced to bushels, it Is esti-
mated that 510,000,000 bus. of wheat
are to be looked for, but if /the pre-
valling tendency to  underestimate
noted In previous years 1s still to be
reckoned with this amount may be
easily rafsed by 30,000,000 bushels,
making the ulthnate yfeld lttle be-
tow that of last year's officlal out-
turn. A corn ciop iu excess of 2,000,
000,00¢ bushels is still indlcated, and
of oats not far from 500,000,000 bush-
els will probably be gathered.

Touching cotton,, it i8 to be noted
that the percentages of condition io
the south as a, whole are strikingly
similar to @ year ago, but there will
certainly be sonie of the increase of
acreage reported ithis year to be reck:
oned with. It is to be noted that, ex-
cept in Mississippl, where no change
in conditions {s reported, every cots
ton-producing state showed a decline
in .August. In Texas and Oklahoma
only is the condition reported equal
to or in excess-.of ithe ten-year aver-
age. Perhaps o more.castly: fixed com-~
parison, however, can be had 4n the
statemient that, as compared with
September 1, 1809, present conditions
are less favorabvle. in North Carolina,
South. Caroling, ‘Alabams, Mississippl,
Loulsiana and Tennessée to_the ex-
tent of U, G, 12, 18, 4 and 12 points
respectively,
Tegxecs. Arkansas, Indian Territory
and Oulahoma to the extent of 16, 3,
19 and 18-points respecively. In Geor-
gia the genecral condition on Septem-
ber 1 corresponded, us closely as pos-
sible to estimate it, to what it was
on-Septumber 1 of last year. With ‘the
above percentage.as a.gutde @nd with
reference being. had to the Increase in
acreage, there has grown & feellng
that, the prosent mdlca.uo;u: ptol;‘\gm tg
a crop perhaps in excess of las
"comrxr)\erclnl ‘crop,” 9,436,000 bales,
but not much, it any, in cxcess of 10~

, bales, which. latter amount
may, however, be affected by the pre-
valence of good weather and & la«t‘e
frost in the pleking scason or the con-
Ao iscellngous Orovs

As:reganrds the miscelluneous Orous,
it s 1.0%0 noted that dhere was o de-
clin¢ In the condition of tobacco,
sweot potatoes, sorghum, rice and ap-
ples -during August It s shown,
however,. that,, despito this latter de-

cllne,; conditighs;are stil} ar: above the

and more favorably in .
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average In all the lcading apple-pro-
ducing: etates, and that the southern
states have produced enormous cieps
of peaches, in most cases Goubling the
average for ten ycars past. In Louls-
fana, the leading rice-producing state,

conditions are well, above the average

and the same I8 truc of the sugar crop
of that etate. The above facts would
point, it will be secen, to falrly liberal,
though not excessive, ylelds of most
crops, with tho only dmpontant de-
cline, that In cotton, made up for by
greatly enhanced price for that staple.
- Bradstreets, New York

MANING MATTERS.

BOUNDARY COUNTRY ORES.

S. M. C. Miner in his speech at the
banquet held on the completion ‘of
the Granby smelter made several im-
portant announcements concerning
the pollcy of his company.
that the problem to be overcome Wwas
the treatment of .ae low grade ore
Another great mine of the Michigan
country, stated Mr. Miner, was work-
Ing ore which only oarried three-
quarters of 1 per cent, copper, while
the mines of Butte were not produc-
ing ore of an average value greater
than $7 per ton. He declared that we
do not yet begin to sec the limits of
Phoenix camp, and that the compan-
fes had now in sight nearly 10,000,000
tons of ore in thelr properties *here.
This ore they intended to mine, ship
and treat at o cost of less than $6
per ton, and to this end they would
probably soon put In an 80 drill com-
pressor plant. Mr. Miner announced
that he expected %o have the Granby
gmnelter enlarged to a capacity ot 2.
000 tons per day within the next fif-
teen months, and that he hoped to see
the day when his company would
have a second smelter of 2,000 tons
dally capacity Dbeside the present
plant. He said ‘hls compony must
put itself In shapa to produce copoer
at a cost of §c per pound and pre-
dicted o refinery as one of the forth-
coming potentials of that necessity.

BRITISH COLUMBIA MINING.

The Princess May, near Princeton,
hasibeen bonded to an English syndi-
cate for $33,000.

Work has been resumed on the Eng-
1ish and French claim, Brown’s camp,
on the north fork of Kettle river.

The Juno group on Morning Moun-
taln, in the Nelson district, has been
acquired by & Montreal syndicate.

An English company has been form-
ed to take over the Maggle May group
on Trout iuke, in the Lardesu district.
Work wiil be commenced at once.

An assay made of some of the oro
of the Rusty, o claim on Haskins
creek, Lardeau, resuited in returns of
36 ounces silver, 6 dwts. platinum,
and about $51 lead.

Rossland camp shipments for the
last week were: L¢ Roj, 4,300 tons;
Centro Star, 2,275 tons: Le Rol No. 2,
218 tons; Giant, 41 tons: total, G93v
tons.

High grade ore is being encounter-
ed in the south Jrift of the mew St
Elmo, Rossland camp, a recent assay
gave $126 in gold and silver, and the
value Increases-as work proceeds.

A second lead of orc has been dis-
covered on the Dundee, Rossland
camp, and it scems lkely that it will
prove to be richer than the first. A_s,;-
says gave returns of as high as $128
a ton in gold and siiver.

The Yellow Jacket group n the Nel-
son district, Las been sold for -
000. wWork will- bo commenced imme-
dlately, ani a 10-stamp mill and
electric plant will be placed on the
property as well as other improve-
ments done.

The Minnchaha Gold Mining Co. has
been absurbed by the Safior Consoll-
dated Mining and Milling Co 'l‘rl)xe
capital stock will be increased to §2,-
000,000. The Minnehoha and Saflor
properties #T2 near camp AfcKinney.

The Imperial Development syndl-
cate, composed of Nelson capitalists,
has bonded for $20,000 the Northern
Light group, situated on the centre
foric of Forty-nine cruclk. Work willl
be pushed during the winter. Al
ready over $3,000 worth of develop-
ment work has been done, and the
property is showing up {n good shape.
There {8 & large qua’ .ty of high
grade ore on the dump and & va}u-
able body in sight. The ledge is seven
teet wide and has bcs? \rmctovered for
a distance of -over- a6 feet.
ot~the ore run from &0 to $116 per

He sald.
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ton of gold and copper values. The
ore is free milling.

The American Boy,, In the Slocan,
is now a regular and heavy shipper,

The Athelston {s now shipping ore
to the Granby amelter at Graad

orks.

The rew concentrator for the Ivan-
hoe mine; necar Sandon, 8  nearing
completion,

It i3 clatmed that on the Whits Ele-
phant, Brown's cacp, 3§ feet of solid
ore has been encountered.

Free milling ore has been struck on
the property of tho Gold Hiils Mining
and Development Co., neai Kaslo.

Tho B. C. mine, Summit ca.np, 18 at
present shipping an average of eight
carloads of ore dally to the Trail
smelter,

On tae Scnator clatm in Summit
camp the lead 18 over 100 fect wide,
glving an average surface value of
¥3.00.

A recent two-car shipment from the
Sunset, Deadwood camp, to the Trall
smelter, i3 sald to have ylelded $10
per ton.

The Rosstand Miner cstimates that
there has been about $760,000 worth
of machinery placed in the mines of
Red Mountatin, Rossland, this season.

The Humming Blrd, near Grand
Forks, hus commenced shipping out,
and 1t 1s understood thet an cflort
will be made to send out shipments
regularly in future.

Work has commenced on the pro-
perty of the Cowan Coat Co., situated
at the eastern end of the Crow’s Nest
Pass. Fresent indications are that
the deposit {s a remarkably good one.

Two cars of ore from the Buckhorn
near Cascade City, to tae Trall smel-
ter, gave net returns of $24.32 to tho
ton. The copper value was nine ver
cent., gold £3.70, and 30 cents In sil-
ver.

It reports can be credited, the
Homestake claim in Franklin camp,
north fork of Kettle river, {3 a won-
der. A serles of assays gave high re-
wrns. One showed values of $96 gold
and 26 ounces of sllver per ton. The
ledge 1s 50 feet wide.

An Iron mine, situated about three
miles from Chemalnus, which is now
belng worked, I8 said to contain very
rich ore. The ledg. I3 twenty-two ft.
wide and an assay gave G3 per cent.
ot trom, with no trace of sulphur or
phosphorous silicla.

N. W. ONTARIO MINING.

The Gold Winner has started its O-
stamp mill.

The 1U-stamps of the Gold Panrer
have. started up.

It is reported that the 30-stamp mill
on the Sultana will be increased to
100 stamps.

The forty-stamp miil of the Ham-
mond Reef, operated by electricity,
has been stwar ed.

The location adjoining the Xeew.a-
tin mine on the north has been pur-
chased for the sum of $10,000. Work
will be carrled on during the winter
and o steam drill will be employed.

The Glass Reef, in the Manitou dis-
trict, will very shortly start up the
ten stamps which they recently crect-
¢d, and they expect to increase the
number to thirty stamps during ihe
winter.

Work will hereafter be rushed
ahead on the Big Master mine on the
Manitou- Jake. Hoisting plants and
pumps have heen installed. and aoJ-
drill compressor. and & 10-stamp mill
will' also be put in.

MISCELLANEOUS MINING.

“A matter of great consequence to
the miners in the Klondike is the dis-
covery of ecxtensive deposits of- lig-
nite, which makes a very good sub-
gtitute for bituminous coal. Twelve
miles below Dawson and,five miles in-
land, the. North American Transpor-
tation company own 2 deposit, whlile
up the Klondike about twenty miles
the Alaska Exploration company have
i deposit for which they patd $20.000.

nother deposit-at-Five Finger Rap-
ids, outcrops on the cHff on’ thy river
bank, and can be carried to Diwson
very cheaply. It Is expeoted that the
Ales’a. Exploration company will, sel}

coal. this.  winter at $20" par ton, es,

compared with $16  for cordwood.
Those deposits are not of so much
value to Dawson ltselt becauge wood
in.considerable. quantities. csn. be float-
ed down the river from the {slands

b7

above, but up the crecks svood {s
scarce, und_‘!s costing at the present
time about W6 per cord. It would be
quite Impossible to comtinue mining
and employ machinéry extensively
were wood for fuel tb become much
scarcer than it now ja., It is probablo
therefore, that lignite will bo used ex-

tensively for minin
onatval; g up the creeks this

Freight Rates.

Chicago Trade Bulletin—IraMe
castern roads 1s faie oand rates ;Yx:ecl;
been ordered restored. Rates tn the
south are still unsettled. Tarif on
domestic grain and grain produots
tyom Chicago 13 as follows. To New
York, 17itc, Boston, 10%e, Philadel-
phia, 16%4c, Baltimore, 14%. On ex-
port grain, rates from Chicago are o8
follows . To New York and Boston,
13c;  Philadelphia, 12¢, Baltimore,
11%. From the Mississlppt river for
export: To Boston and New York,
1Gi%.c; Philadelphia, 14%e, BaltUmore,
14c, Lake and rall rates from Chl-
cago to New York are 12¢ per 100
ll_bs. on flour, Hl%c per bushel on wheat,
Oc on corn and 4c¢ on oats. Ocean
freight room in active demand and
firm at 4%d per bushel on grain from
New York, and 4d from Boston to
Liverpool. The t(hrough rate on wheat
from Chicago to Liverpool is 16.70c
per bushel, lake and rail vin New
York, and 15.25 via Boston. Flour is
3-!@34.2_9c per 100 lbs, and provis.
fons, 47@49.69. Lake rates are high-
er at 2¢ for wheat, and 1%c for corn,
and 1¥%c for clUpped oats to Buffalo.

Fiber Prices.

The situation in the fibre market
reported by Lent & Rukenbrod ?s g:
follows :

“The manila market oontirues to
decline, and manutacturers are un-
willing to operate on falling market.
Prices are fully half a cent lower than
at this time last week, and from pres-
ent indlcations the market I3 likely to
decline «dll turther. There i3 a suf-
flefent o 2ntity of hemp now on spot
hero and Boston to flll manufacturers'
urgent needs, and London hemp has
been somewhat neglected recently.
The steamship Cam from Manila and
Cebu arrived here on Sept. 6 with 10,-
599 bales of hemp. At least 4,500
bales of this hemp is for sale; we
hear from one source .hu. the entire
cargo will be put on the market, dut
only a small lot at a time. So much
unsold hemp. is being offered at one
time, together with the hemp avall-
able on spot Boston, will not tend to
make the market any stronger, es-
pecially with the London and Manila
markets showing such heavy declines,
The shipments fro.a Manfila last week |
amounted to 22,000 bales, so it would
seem. that the syndlcate’s hemp I8
now beglnnig to move. The recelpts
also, were quite heavy, viz., 19,000
bales, and the estimate for this week
varies from 18,000 to 25,000 bales. In
fact everything seems to powmt to-
ward a lower market.

“There has been some business done
during the past week In sisal. About
1,500 bales of Inferior sisal on dock
were sold and there is stiil a small
quantity obtafnable at a low figure.
Fos shipment there is very little do-
ing.”

Fiber Statistics.

Receipts of manila hemp at Manlle,
for. elght months ending Aug. 81 were
667,000 bales, as against 169,000 hales
during the corresponding period of
1899. Importations into the United
States were 222,001 bales, of which
$R238 bales came from England, The
bulk of the manila_ shipments left
Mantla before Jan. 1, as.only 88,
bales have cleared for the United
States since the beginning of the year,
and of this 40,783 bales have not ar-
rived. Stocks in the hands of import-
ers and speculators Sept. 1 at New
York and Boston were U5,28% bales.
Dellveries to manufacturers since Jan.
1 were 215,662 bales, and in A
#'ne 33,972 bales,

{mportations of sisal hemp for the
cight months reached 343,300 bales,
as against 289,204 bales from Jon.
to Aug..81,.1899. Stocks In the hands
of castern speculators on Sept. 1 wera
2,756 bales. -Deliverles to manufacs
turers since Jan. 1 were 311,143 bales;
and; In August alone 31,110 bales,

A number of the managers of- the
Fndson's Bay Company posts In. tha
west, have. b2en in Winnipeg visiting
‘neadquarters recently.



